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I ABDULHAMIDIN
ACIS NUTKU

THE OPENING CEREMONY OF i |
MECLIS-I MEBUSAN AND THE ADDRESS OF ABDULHAMID II

po¢. pR. BULENT ARI

Meclis-i Mebusan, 19 Mart 1877 Pazartesi giind,
Sultan II. Abdiilhamid’in nutkuyla agildi. Devletin
icinde bulundugu iktisadi, mali, siyast ve hukdki
sartlar ile bu noktaya gelis siirecini 6zetleyen
padisahin nutkunda, dedesi II. Mahmud’un
islahatlarinin faydalari, Tanzimat kanun ve
nizamlarinin énemi, devletin gerileme ve medeni
diinyanin geligmelerine uyum saglayamama
nedenleri iizerinde duruluyor. Mevcut durum
“ahval-i um(miyemizin su derece tesAdiif eyledigi
miigkilat ve muhatarat devletimizin simdiye kadar
ugradigr gavailin higbirine kiyas kabul etmez”
sozleriyle ortaya konuluyor. Sonra da Tanzimat ve
[slahat fermanlarmm ardindan yeni bir sathaya
girildigi, kanunlarin istisare ile ¢ikarilacag
belirtilerek, agilacak okullara, acilen ¢ikarilmast
gereken kanunlara ve devleti bunaltan mali
stkintilara mutlaka ¢oziim bulunulmasi gerektigine
dikkat ¢ekiliyor.

Meclis-i Mebusan’in agilis téreni ve padisahin
nutku, oncelikle tarihimizde ilk olmalari
agisindan ¢ok 6zel bir 6neme sahiptir. Ayrica
torenin icrast, yeni padisahin meselelere
yaklagimi, devletin gidisati ve gelecegiyle ilgili
diisiincelerini ortaya koymasi acisindan da
mihimdir. Ancak, bu toren, 6zellikle de Sultan
[1. Abdiilhamid’in nutku pek giindeme
gelmemistir!. Bu ¢aligmada ¢énce Meclisin agilig
merasimiyle ilgili bilgi verilmig?, sonra da
padisahin nutku? basit transkripsiyon ustliiyle
Latin alfabesine ve Ingilizceye cevrilmistir.

Meclis-i Mebusan (Ottoman Parliament) was
opened with the opening address of Sultan
Abdiilhamid II on Monday the 19th March
1877. The address is a summary of the country’s
facts on economical, political and judicial issues.
It emphasizes the advantages of the reforms
during the reign of Mahmud I1, the grandfather
of Abdiilhamid II, the significance of Tanzimat
regulations, the reasons of the recession of the
country and its lack of adaptation to new civil
world. The existing situation was described as:
“The problems and the chaos that we are facing
in common issues cannot be compared to any
other problem that we had so far.” Therefore,
the fact that new period launched with the
declarations of the Tanzimat and Islahat, the
appearance of possibility of judicial criticism and
consultation, the opening of new schools, the
urgent laws to appear and the necessity of an
efficient solution to the economical problems
were referred.

Regarding the first appearance in history, The
Opening Ceremony of the Parliament and the
address of the Sultan have got a considerable
importance. Performance of the ceremony is also
significant as the Sultan there expressed his ideas
then, and the future of the country. Nevertheless,
neither the ceremony nor the address of
Abdiilhamid II has come into question so far!.

In this study, first, a general information is given
regarding the opening ceremony? of the
Parliament, then the text has been examined and
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Meclis-i Mebusan’in acilis toreni

Osmanli Meclis-i Mebusani'nin ilk yila mahsus
olarak 1-14 Mart 1293-1877 Sali giinii acilmast
ilan olunan “Muvakkat talimat” hiikiimlerindendi.
Lakin, merkezden uzak vilayetler meb‘uslarinin
gelememis olmalarina bakilarak, “Talimat”in
aradig1 iigte iki ekseriyyet olmayacagi anlagild
ve agilma toreninin geciktirildigi resmen ilan
olundu. 1 Rebiulevvel tarihli bir resmf ilan ile
de Meclis-i Meb‘usanin 6 Mart Pazartesi giinii
agilacagi, ertesi giin vazifesine baglayacagi
bildirildigi gibi hangi giin acik miizakereye
baslayacaginin da sonradan gazetelerle
bildirilecegi ilan edildi.

Meclis, yazildigi tizere Pazartesi giinii yedi buguk
(ezani saatle iki bucuk) sularinda, Istanbul’da
Besiktas’ta, Dolmabahge Sarayi’nin, sonralari
Muayede Salonu adini alan Divan Mahalli'nde
agiliyordu.

Gazeteler, basta Devletin resm1 gazetesi olan
Takvim-i Vekayi, “miilk @i milletin bahtiyarligt
sebeblerinin en ileri geleni olacagindan tek
kimsenin siiphe etmedigi bu biiyiik isten uzun
uzadiya mal(imat vermekte zerre kadar
gecikmege cevaz olmadig1” mukaddimesiyle bir
(ilave) cikariyor ve su haberleri veriyordu:

Kap1 ve pencereleri, -hava pek yumusak oldugu
icin- biisbiitiin acik. fran’dan gelme altin taht o
giin icin Topkap1 Sarayi'ndan ¢ikarilip getirilmis

simplified. The address’ text has been edited with
simple transcription technique.

The Opening Ceremony of the Parliament
The opening ceremony of Ottoman Parliament
on Tuesday 1-14 March 1293-1877 was among
the Scheduled Orders. However due to the
absence of the deputies departing from distant
cities, the impossibility of achieving the
two-third, required by ‘Orders’ was clear, the
postponement of the opening has been officially
declared. With an official announcement dated
1st of Rebiulevvel, the Parliament would open
on Monday March 6, and actively start acting
on the next day respectively. Its initial
open-discussion would be informed by the
newspapers soon.

Assembly, as written, would open on Monday at
seven-thirty in the morning (two-thirty in prayer
clock), in Istanbul Besiktas, at the Dolmabahge
Palace, Council Hall that would be called later
as ‘Muayede’ the Grand Ceremonial Hall.

The newspapers, and also official journal Takvim-i
Vakayi published an addendum explaining that
It would not be appropriate at all to delay to
express thoroughly this grand event, the results
of which in the farewell of the Country and
Nation are doubted by no one.

The doors and the windows -as the air was so
mild- were fully opened. The throne that was
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ve Divan Mahalli'nin bat1 tarafina, yiizii doguya
dogru konulmus. Tahtin giiney, yani sag yaninda
Sadrazam (Edhem Pasa), Serasker (Redif Pasa),
viikela, Miisirler: Halim (Sura-yi Devlet’te aza),
Ahmed Muhtar (Dérdiincii Ordu Miisiri),
vezirler: Abdullatif Suphi Pasa (o zaman Istinaf
Mahkemesi'nde birinci reis), Kamil Pasazade
Samih Pasa (Girid Valisi), Irfan Pasa (Temyiz
Mahkemesi Birinci reisi), Defter-i Hakan? Nazirt
(Netayicii' l-vuku‘at sahibi Mustafa Efendi),
Ticaret Nazir1 (Ohannes Efendi), Seraskerlik
Miistesar1 (Ahmed Bey), Hariciye Miistesari
(Aleksandir Karatodori Efendi), Divan-1
Hiimayun Amedcisi (Mahmud Bey), Sefkati
Efendi (Adliye Mektubcusu), Beylik¢i (Niyazi
Efendi), Icra Cemiyeti Reisi (Sevket Bey),
Dahiliye Miistesar1 (Kostaki Adosidi Bey),
Bahriye Miistesar1 (Nazmi Bey), Maliye Miistesar1
(Ziihtii Bey), Ticaret Meclisi Reisi (Ali Bey),
Nafia Miistesar1 (Odyan Efendi), Posta ve
Telgiraf Nazir1 (Izzet Efendi) Maarif Miistesart
(Ohannes Efendi, Eski Istinaf Mahkemesi Reisi)

birinci siray1 viiclida getiriyorlard.

Bu birinci siranin arkasinda da ruhanti reisler
vardi: Rum Patriki Yoakim, Ermeni Patriki
Nerses Varjabetyan, Katolik Patriki Kiipelyan
Ohannes, Bulgar Eksarhi (Entim), Protestan
vekili (Matosyan), Hahambagi kaymakami
(Musa Levi), iki Rum metropolidi, Katolik
episkoposu, Eksarha episkoposu (Parteni),
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originated from Iran, was taken from Topkap1
Palace and placed the west part of the hall, its
face was turned to east. In the south (right) side
of it Grand-Vizier (Edhem Pasha), Chief of
General staff (Redif Pasha), ministers, Generals:
Halim (Member of Council of State), Ahmed
Muhtar (General of the 4th Army), viziers:
Abdullatif Suphi Pasha (Head of the court of
appeals then), KAmil Pashazade Samih Pasha
(Governor of Crete), Irfan Pasha (Head of
Court of Cassation), Minister of land register
(The author of Netayicii'l-vuku‘at Mustafa
Efendi), Minister of Trade (Ohannes Efendi),
Undersecretary of the Chief of General staff
(Ahmed Bey), Undersecretary of Foreign
Minister (Aleksandir Karatodori Efendi),
Secretary of the cabinet (Mahmud Bey), Sefkati
Efendi (Letterer of Justice), Beylik¢i (Niyazi
Efendi), Executive Committee Chief (Sevket
Bey), Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior
(Kostaki Adosidi Bey), Undersecretary of Navy
(Nazmi Bey), Undersecretary of Finance
Ministry (Ziihtii Bey), Chief of Council of Trade
(Ali Bey), Undersecretary of the Ministry of
Public Works (Odyan Efendi), Minister of Post
and Telegraph (Izzet Efendi), Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Education (Ohannes Efendi,
Former Head of Court of Appeals) were
composing the first line.

Behind this first line were the spiritual leaders:
Greek Patriarch Yoakim, Armenian Patriach

12851
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Haham Avram Eskenazi ve bunlarin ardinca
Devlet Stirast tiyeleri kendi riitbelerine gore yer
almis bulunuyordu.

Tahtin sol tarafinda Seyhiilislam (Hasan
Hayrullah Efendi), Hiiseyin Pasa (Serif) ile ilmi
riitbenin en yiikseginde olan Anadolu ve Rumeli
sadrlart ve fiilen Istanbul kadisi (Bodrumi Omer
Litfi Efendi) ve bunlardan sonra Temyiz
Mahkemesi heyeti, Ticaret-i Fevkalade Divani
Reisi, sonralari pasa ve Rumeli-i Sark? valisi
olan (Gavril Efendi), birinci siray: teskil ediyor,
bunlarin ikinci sirasinda da Asker? Dar-1 Stira
Reisi Hasan Pasa ile Istanbul’daki kara ve deniz
ferikleri siralaniyordu.

Acilma Torenini gdrmege gelmis olan dost
biiyiik devletler elcilikleri hey’eti (elciler ve
maslahatgiizarlar) de bu sol yanin bag tarafinda
tahtin arkasinda yer tutmuslardi. Iran devleti
el¢isi Muhsin Han en 6nlerinde idi. Yalniz
Rusya ile Almanya maslahatgiizarlar1 yoktu.

Resmi tezkerelerle davet edilmis olan bu zatlarin
hepsi biiyiik tiniformalarini giymislerdi. Yukarda
yazilan iki cenahin ortasinda kalan aciklikta,
tahta bakan vaziyette ayan ve meb’usan
meclisleri azalar1 duruyor ve Ayan Meclisi azalar1
sag, meb’uslar da sol cenah yakininda
bulunuyordu. Iki meclis grubunun en arkasinda
da padisahin karinleri (Hademe-i Hassa) de bir
yarim daire tegkil ediyordu. Al ve sirma islemeli
tiniformalar1 giymis teberdaran dahi salonun
etrafinda bir daire teskil ediyordu. Herkes yerine

Nerses Varjabetyan, Catholic Patriach Kiipelyan
Ohannes, Bulgarian Exhar (Entim), Protestant
representative (Matosyan), deputy Chief Rabbi
(Provincial Representative) (Musa Levi), two
Greek metropolitans, Catholic bishop, Eksarha
bishop (Parteni), Rabbi Avram Eskenazi and
Members of Council of State were occupying
their places respectively, according to their
ranks.

At the left hand of the throne Sheikh al-Islam
(Hasan Hayrullah Efendi), Hiiseyin Pasha
(Serif) and Supreme kadis of Anatolia and
Rumelia, Judge of Istanbul (Bodrumi Omer
Latfi Efendi) and after them Members of Court
of Cassation, Head of the Council of
Extraordinary Trade, later pasha and Governor
of East-Rumelia (Gavril Efendi), are forming the
first line. The second line was composed of
Head of Military Council of State Hasan Pasha
and land and marine generals in Istanbul..

The committee of the representatives of the
embassies of friendly states came to see the
opening ceremony (Ambassadors and charge
d’affaires), were placed to the front line of this
left hand side, behind the throne. Ambassador
of Iran was in the front of all. Only Russian and
German charge d’affaires were absent.

All the participants who were invited with
official letters, wore their official uniforms. In
the space between the above mentioned two
lines, with a direct sight to throne members of
the Parliament were standing. They were placed
as close to right and close to left respectively.
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gelip durduktan sonra, tahtin tizerindeki ortii
kaldirildi. Padisah (Ikinci Abdiilhamid)’in
bulundugu oda kapisini, Tegrifati-i Umumiyye
nézir1 Kamil Bey acarak, kendisini tahtin éniine
getirmis ve “Hademe-i Hassa” tarafindan
alkiglanmigtir. Bu sirada padisahin solunda
kardesi veliaht Mehmed Resad Efendi ile sehzade
Kemaleddin Efendi, miisir iniformalariyle hazir
bulunuyorlardi. Padisah da tiniformasi iizerine
siyah bir pelerin almis, sag elinde okunacak
nutku tutuyor, sol eliyle kilica dayaniyordu.

Abdiilhamid, nutkunu sadrizama, sadrdzam da
mabeyn bagkatibi (sonradan sadrazam) Said
Paga’ya verdi. Said Pasa nutku act1 ve okudu.
Okuma yarim saat kadar siirdii. Nutuk okundugu
miiddetce padisah da ayakta durdu ve bir diiziye
eliyle alnin1 ve sakalini oksadi. Bitince hig bir
sey sdylemeden ve hicbir hareket yapmadan kisa
bir selAm vererek yerine oturdu. Meclis
dagilirken sehrin muhtelif yerlerinden ve
karakol gemilerinden toplar atiliyordu.

Nutk-1 Hiimiyun-i Hazret-i Padisahi
Hey’et-i Ayan, Meb’usan Efendiler, Devlet-i
Aliyyemizde birinci defa olarak i¢tima eden
Meclis-i Umumi’yi kiisAdd etmekle beyan-i
memnuniyyet ederim.

Ciimlenizin malimudur ki, devlet ve milletlerin
terakki-i sevket (i mikneti ancak adélet
vasitastyla olur. Hatta Devlet-i Aliyyemizin
eviil-i zuhtirunda kudret ve kuvvetinin dleme
miintesir olmasi emrt-i hiikiimette adéletine ve
teba‘anin her simifinin hakk i menfaatine ridyet
olunmastyla meydana geldi. Ecdad-1 izAamimizdan
Fatih Sultan Mehmed Han merhumun te’'min-i
hiirriyet ve serbesti-i din ii mezheb hakkinda
gosterdigi miisA‘adat ciimlenin maltimudur.

Sair eslaf-i izamimiz dahi o isre siiltk ile hi¢ bir
vakitde serbesti-i dyin ii mezhebe halel
getirmemigdir. Altt yiiz seneden beri sunuf-i
teba‘amizin milliyetlerini ve lisan i mezheblerini
muhafaza eylemeleri dahi bu kaziyye-i Adilenin
netice-i tabiiyyesi oldugu kabil-i inkar degildir.
Hasili, o asir ve zamanlarda, adaletin himayesi
ve kinunlarin vikéyesi sayesinde devlet i
milletin servet i saideti terakki bulmus iken,
giderek, ne Ser'-i serife ve ne kavanin-i
mevzi‘aya inkiydd olunmamasi sebebiyle hustile
gelen terakkiyat, tedenniye yiiz tutub evvelki
kuvvet za‘fa miibeddel olmus idi. Nihayet biiytik
pederim Sultan Mahmud han merhum
devletimizin birkag asirdan beri ugradig: inhitat
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Behind the two Parliamentarian groups, Sultan’s
Special Servants were forming an half-circle.

Halberdiers, who wore red and silver thread
uniforms were also forming a circle.

As everybody came in and took their place to
stand, the cover of the throne has been taken
off. The door where Sultan Abdiilhamid II
waited was opened by Kamil Bey, the General
protocol officer, who took him before the
throne. Sultan was applauded by the imperial
servants there. At that moment, Mehmed Resad
Efendi, the Sultan’s brother and Crown Prince,
and prince Kemaleddin Efendi were present
wearing their general uniforms. Sultan had a
black cape upon his uniform, holding the
address to be read in his right hand, while he
was leaning on his sword with his left hand.

bdiilhamid delivered the address to the
Grandvizier and the Grandvizier to Chief
Secretary of the Chancery (later Grandvizier)
Said Pasha: Said Pasha opened and read it. The
reading took approximately for half an hour. As
the reading continued, the Sultan was afoot, by
caressing his forehead and his beard sometimes.
When it was over, he sat by making a short
greeting with his head, without any comment
and movement. As the assembly was free, the
canons were fired from the different places of
the city and by the patrolling ships.

Openning Address by Sultan Abdulhamid IT
The Chamber of Notables, Members of

Parliament,

I'm glad to open the first session of the General
Assembly in our Sublime Ottoman State.

As you all know, the development of states and
nations can only be achieved by justice. Our
Sublime Ottoman State grew strength in the
world from the very beginning and that was due
to justice in government affairs and paying
respect to every class of people. We all know
that our ancestor Fatih Sultan Mehmet gave
importance to freedom and he let freedom of
choosing religion and persuasion to people.

His predecessors also followed him and they
never prejudiced the freedom of religion and
persuasion. As a natural consequence of this
justice, different classes of our citizens could
have preserved their own language and
persuasion. Preservation of ethnical identities,
languages, and religion of our subjects is a
natural result of this justice that no one could
deny.

12871



II. Abdiilhamid’in konugma
metni

The text of the address of
Abdulhamid II

(BOA, Y.EE. 71/25)
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ve tedenninin baglica illet-i gaiyyesi olan
nizamsizlik ve ondan neg’et eden Yenigeri
gailesini ortadan kaldirib cism-i devlet i milleti
rahnedar eylemis olan fesad ii ihtilal dikenlerini
aytklamis ve Avrupa medeniyet-i hazirasinin en
evvel miilkiimiize idhali i¢iin bir kap1 agmus idi.
Valid-i macidim Abdiilmecid Han merhum dahi
o isre giderek, ahalimizin muhafaza-i can @ mal
ve 1rz u namusunu miitekeffil olan Tanzimat-i
Hayriyye esasini ilan etmis idi. Iste o giinden
sonra memalikimizin ticaret ve ziraati tevessu’
etdi. Ve devletimizin az vakitte varidati birkag
kat artdi. Muhtag oldugumuz 1slahata medar
olacak kanun ve nizamlar yapilib tahsil-i fiintin
{i maarif dahi oldukga tevessu‘ eyledi. Bu
mukaddemat-i haseneden ve ale’l-husus,
emniyyet-i dahiliyyeden devletimizce timid-i
terakki hasil olmus iken Kirim muharebesinin
zuhfiru tanzim-i ahval-i miilk @ teba‘a hakkinda
olan mesiinin devAmina mani oldu ve ol vakte
kadar hazine-i devletimizin harice bir ak¢a deyni
yogiken, masarif-i miibreme-i harbiyyeye
varidatimizla karst durmak miimkiin
olmadigindan hari¢den istikraz ile def-i ihtiyac i
zar(irete mecbdriyet goriindii. Ve bu sebeble borg
kapist acildi. Vaki‘a o meselede hukiikumuzun
megriiyyetini tasdik eden diivel-i mufahhama-i
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As a result, at that age the felicity and wealth of
the state and the nation improved thanks to
obedience to justice and laws. But since a period
of lack of obedience to neither Islamic nor state
laws has begun, the former development has
transformed into retrogession and former power
into weakness. Finally my grandfather Sultan
Mahmud put an end to this disorder which was
a consequence of the matter of Janissaries,
cleaned the confusion and corruption thorns
that gave damage to the state and nation and
opened the gate of bringing European
civilization to our country. My father
Abdiilmecid Khan also followed the same path
and declared the principals of Tanzimat-1
Hayriye (Good Regulations) which undertook
life, possession, chastity and honour security of
our people. Since then the commercial and
agricultural volume of our country has increased.
Our state’s income has folded in a short time.
Laws and arrangements were made for required
reforms and education of science and culture has
developed. But in the midst of such nice
developments and especially when signs of hope
for progress of our country with safety were
appeared, Crimean War has begun and it
delayed the efforts on arrangements about our
state and our subjects. Until then, our state



O P
A N

E N I
D T

N G CEREMONY
HE ADDRESS

miittefikanin sahayif-i tevarihi ilelebed tezyin
edecek olan muavenat-i kAmile-i fiiliyyeleri
inzimAmiyla harbin miintic oldugu musilaha
devletimizin tamamiyyet-i miilkiyesini ve
istiklalini diivel-i Avrupa'nin ddman-i ahdisi
altma almis ve bu musélaha igimizi yoluna
koymak ve hakiki bir tarik-i terakki tutmak iciin
istikbalimizce bir zaman-i miisdid hazirladigs
zann-i kavisi hésil olmus idi. Lakin ahval-i
miiteakibe biitiin biitiin o imid ve intizarin
aksini meydana getirdi. Yani bir takim tahrikat
ve tesvilat ile dahili hadiselerin yekdigerini
velyederek zuhtira gelmesi miilkiimiiziin 1slahat
ve tanzimatina bakmaga meydan vermedikten
ma‘d4, her sene fevkalade ordular cem'iyle,
ahalimizin en ziyAde ise yarayan smnifini silah
altinda tutmaga mecburiyetimizden dolayz,
zira‘at ve ticAretimiz azim sektelere ugradi. Bu
kadar miigkilat ve mevani‘a tesadiif olunmus
iken yine tarik-i terakkide minen ve maddeten
hayli mesafe kat‘olundugu maltim ve
misellemdir. Yirmi seneden beri varidatimizin
ale’t-tevali artmast dahi memleketin
terakkiyatina ve ahalinin refah-i hallerinin
tezayidiine delildir.

Eger¢i muziyaka-i hazira su ta‘dad olunan
ahvalden tevelliid etmis ise de, idare-i maliyyece
bir meslek-i diiriistiye siiltk ile gaile-i zar(reti
tahfif ve i‘tibar-i mallyi hifzeylemek kabil oltr idi.
Fe-emma 1slahat stiretinde ittih4z olunan tedbir-i
maliler 1slah-1 hal etmek soyle dursun, isi biitin
biitiin agirlagdirmig ve istikbalin ne olacag
diisiiniilmeksizin halden istifide edilmek
istenilmigdir. Ve iste bir yandan su giilelerin
devam ii te‘akubu ve bir yandan dahi devletimizin
a‘zam-i esbab-i sevket i kudreti olmak tizere
edevat ve esliha-i cedide-i harbiyye ve ilk zirhli
donanmamizin tedarik i ingast ve bununla
beraber varidat ve masarifatimizin bir muvézene-i
mutasarrifine altinda tutulamamasi idare-i
maliyyemizin derece derece bozulmasmi ve
borcumuzun ¢ogalmasini istilzAm ve iginde
bulundugumuz muziyaka-i fevkaladeyi intac
eyledi. Miite‘akiben Hersek vukuati bir takim
tahrikat ve ifsadat eseri olmak tizere zuhiir ediib
ve muahharan kesb-i cesdmet {i ehemmiyyet ediib
ve birdenbire Sirbistan ve Karadag muharebeleri
agilub politika Aleminde biiyiik biiytik karigikliklar
dah? niimiyan olmasiyla devletimiz buhran-i
aztme ugramis oldugu bir zamanda Cenab-i
Hakk’in irAde-i lem yezeliyyesiyle ecdad-i
izamimiz tahtina ciilisumuz vuku‘ buldu. Ahval-i
um{imiyyemizin su derece tesadif eyledigi
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never indebted abroad, but since our income did
not match war expenses we had to borrow from
foreign countries to meet our basic needs. That
opened a debt gate. In the end, with the help of
the allied powers which confirmed the legality
of our existence -and that help will adorn their
history books forever- a peace treaty was signed
at the end of the war, and territorial integrity
and independence of our state were guaranteed
by European powers. There had been a belief
that this pact would provide occasion for us to
improve our internal affairs and make a real
progress. But later developments vanished all
these hopes and expectations. Internal problems
caused by some provocations did not let reforms
and arrangements in our country. Obligation of
raising huge armies and summoning the most
productive group of population into army
diminished agriculture and trade. Despite these
difficulties and obstacles, both physical and
inward improvements could be achieved. The
constant increase of our income for twenty years
proves the development of country and
prosperity of our subjects.

Ithough the current problems were aroused from
the abovementioned circumstances, the
financial administration could have decreased
the troubles in the proper way and our financial
reputation could have been protected. But
reformatory financial- measures worsened the
situation, let alone any improvement. Future of
the country was nat taken into consideration
and the authorities would like to benefit from
the existing situation. Beside these ongoing
problems, providing new weapons to strengthen
our army, constructing our first armoured navy
affected our income-expenditure balance, gave
damage to our financial administration gradually
and increased our debt. Thereby we’ve become
greatly distressed. Then as a result of
provocations, Hersek events emerged, and grew
bigger. And all of a sudden, Serbia and
Montenegro conflicts were occured causing
serious confusions in politics. While our state
was in great crisis, | accessed to the throne of
my grandfathers by the will of God.

As the crisis in our general situation was
incomparable to any other problem in the
history of our state, I had to enroll seven
hundred thousands of soldier to protect our
rights. I've considered it a debt to our people to
seek remedy for eliminating that crisis by
reforms and ensuring a constant security in
future with the help of God. By the help of the
power granted to our state and the capacity of
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miigkilat ve muhatarat devletimizin simdiye kadar
ugradig1 gavailin hig birine kiyas ve tatbik kabul
edemiyeceginden, evvel-be-evvel hukikumuzun
vikayesi i¢lin ordularimizin taraf taraf teksiriyle
yedi yiiz bin kadar askeri silah altina aldirmaya
mecbur oldum. Ve bu karigikligin bi-avnillahi
tela kiilliyen def i izalesine devletimizce baslica
1slahat ile ¢are aramag ve o tarik ile istikbalimizi
emniyet-i miitemAdiye altina almag: fariza-i
zimmet addeyledim. Ciinkii Hak tealanin
miilkiimiize ihsAn eyledigi kabiliyet ve ahalimizin
muttasif olduklart istidat iktizAsinca bir idare-i
hasene tariki tutuldugu halde az vakitde pek ¢ok
ilerleyecegimiz derkar iken, Alem-i medeniyyetin

terakkiyyat-i hizirasina yetisememekligimiz
miicerred miilkiimiiziin muhtac oldugu slahat ve
onlara miiteallik kavAnin ve nizAmatin devam
edememesinden ve bu dahi yapilan seyler
hiikimet-i istibdadiyye elinden ¢ikip kaide-i
mesverete miistenid olmamasindan neg’et eyledigi
sabit ve miitehakkikdir. Halbuki diivel-i
miitemeddinenin terakkiyati ve memleketlerinin
emniyet ve mAmuriyeti mesalih u kavanin-i
umumiyyeleri ciimlenin rey i ittifaki ile vaz' i
tesis olunmak semeresi oldugu mevadd-1
miisellemedendir.

Tl

Binaenaleyh bizce dahi esbab-1 terakkinin o
yolda aranilmasmi ve kavanin-i memleketin
ard-yi umumiyyeye istinddini elzem gordiim ve
Kanun-i Esasi’yi ilan eyledim. Kanun-i Esasiyi
te’sisden maksadimiz ahaliyi rii'yet-i mesalih-i
umumiyyede hazir olmaga davet etmekten ibaret
olmayub belki memalikimizin 1slah-1 idaresine
ve sli-1 istimalat ile kdide-i istibdddin imhésina
bu usiliin vesile-i miistakille olacagi cezm-i
yakinindeyim. Kanun-i Esasi fevaid-i
asliyyesinden bagka beyne’l-akvam hustl-i
ittihad ve uhuvvet esisini temhid ve halkg¢a bir
omr-i saadet ve edeb te’sis eylemek maksadini
dahi cAmi‘dir. Ciinkii ecdad-1 izamimiz muvaffak
olduklar: fiituhat ile bu devlet-i vesiati’l-
memélikde bir¢ok akvAmi taht-1 hitkGimetlerinde
cem‘etdiler. Fakat edyan (i ecnésca bu derece
mubhtelif olan igbu akvAmi bir kanun-i miinferid
ve bir hiss-i miistereke rabtetmek emrinin icrast
kalmig idi. MAdam ki eltaf i mukadderat
ilahiyyesine nihayet olmayan Cenab-1 Hakk’in
avniyle bu emr dah? miiyesser olmustur, bundan
boyle kaffe-i teba‘amiz bir vatanin evladi olarak
ve climlesi bir kanunun cenih-1 himAyetinde
yasayarak alt1 yiiz bu kadar seneden beri
hanedin-i saltanatimizin unvani olan ve sahéif-i
tevarihde bunca 4sar-1 sevket i $An1 mazbut
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bulunan nam ile yad olacaklardir, simdiye kadar
kudret ve miknetinin alem-i miigtehiri olan
Osmanli nAminim ba‘dezin kaffe-i teba‘amiz
beyninde mevcid olacak menafi-i miitekafilenin
dahi devAm i muhafazasina $amil olacagini timid
ederim.

Iste su esbab @i makasida binden ittihaz etdigim
tarikde hareket etmeye ve bunu an-be-an tesyid
i ihkAm eylemeye kaviyyen azmetmigimdir.
Kaide-i adalet ii selimete miibteni olan Kanun-i
Esasi'nin 4sar-1 mesru‘asindan istifAde iciin sizin
muavenet-i fiiliyye vii akliyyenizi beklerim.
Simdi, sizlere 14zim olan uhde-i hamiyyetlerinize
muhavvel veziif-i kan(niyyeyi hi¢ kimseden
cekinmeyerek ve devlet ve memleketimizin:
selamet ve sa‘ddetinden bagka bir sey
diistinmeyerek sddikane ve miistakimane ifa
eylemekdir. Zira bugiinkii giinde muhtac
oldugumuz 1slahat ve miilkiimiizce ittihzina her
taraftan intizAr olunan tanzimat gayet miithim ve
mu‘tenadir. Ve bunlarin peyderpey mevki‘-i
icrdya konulmasi ise miicerred sizin ittifak-1
efkér i ArAniza merhin oldugu igiin Stra-yi
Devletge lazim gelen kavénin layihalari bir
yandan tanzim olunmakdadir. Bu seneki
ictima‘inizda Meclisinizin “Nizamat-1
Dahiliyyesi” ve “Intihab Kanunnamesi” ve
“Vilayat ve Idare-i Nevahi Kanun-i Umamisi”
ve “Deviir-i Belediyye Kanunu” ve “Usil-i
Muhakemat-1 Medeniyye ile Mehakimin
Teskilat1” ve “HiikkAmin Suret-i Terakki vii
Tekaidleri” ve “Umum Memurinin Veziifi ve
Hakk-1 Tekatdi” kanunnameleri ve “Matbuat”
ve “Divan-i Muhasebat” kanunlariyla sene-i
sibikanin biidce kanunu layihalar li-ecli’l-
miizdkere Meclisinize havale olunacagindan isbu
kanunlarin sirasiyla miizikere ve miitala‘asi ve
kararlarinin i‘ts1 nezdimizde matltib-i kat‘idir.
Ezciimle umtimun temin-i huktkuna vasita-i
miistakille olan mehakimin ve asikir-i
zabtiyyenin 4cilen 1slahat ve tanzimatina
bakilmak elzem oldugu gibi bunlarin viictida
gelmesi tahsisat-i mukarrerelerinin tevsi ve
tezyldine miitavakkifdir.

Halbuki Meclisinize verilen biid¢eden dahi
malmunuz olacagi vechile idare-i maliyyemiz
pek ziyade miigkilat ve teessiirata déicar
oldugundan, evvel-be-evvel bu miiskilattan
kurtulmakligimiza ve i‘tibar-i malimizin iadesi
esbabina delalet edecek tedabirin ve o sirada,
1slahat-1 miista‘celeyi meydana getirecek
tahsisAtin ta‘yin i ittihAzina miittefikan sa'y
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our people, a proper administration would have
created a real progress in a short time. But the
only reason for failing to catch the speed of
civilization at our age were discontinuity of the
required reforms and interruption of
promulgation of the relevant administrative laws
and orders. And it’s obvious that things that
needed to be done should come out from an
advisory committee instead of an authoritarian
state. Whereas it’s known that laws should made
by every citizen’s vote and agreement to develop
as a civilized country and to live in security and
wealth.

Therefore I've thought it’s necessary to seek the
development in this way and based the laws on
demands of public opinion, and I've declared
the Constitution, i.e. Kanun-i Esasi.

he purpose of Kanun-i Esasi does not consist of
preparing our people in common affairs, on the
contrary I think this method will reform the
administrative system of our country, eliminate
abuses and authoritarian system. It includes the
intention to provide a fraternity based on the
international arena, a welfare and peaceful life
for our people to preserve our existence. Our
ancestors had gathered many nations and
governments in their immense empire by
conquesting them. Now it’s time to assemble all
these nations of different religions and customs
under one law and one common feeling. That’s
accomplished by the help of endlessly graceful
God. From now on, all of our people will live
under the protection of a law as a citizen and be
remembered by the glorious title of our reign
lasted for six hundred years. I hope that
“Ottoman” title symbolizing power will keep on
and preserve its benefits to all of our people.

For this purpose, I'm firmly determined to act in
this way and to secure it more. I would like your
actional and mental help to increase the
benefits of Kanun-i Esasi’s legal results formed
relevant to justice and welfare principles. I've
thought that it’s necessary to eliminate
authoritarian state, to secure freedom and
equality of people, to make and bring into
action the state laws with general ballot, briefly
to institute constitutional monarchy and with
my sincere will I've assembled your parliament
consisted of “The Chamber of Notables” and
“The Chamber of Deputies”.

Now, your mission is to perform your legal duty
faithfully without hesitating from noone and
thinking of nothing but our country’s welfare
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ihtimam etmenizi tavsiye ederim. Miilk i
teba‘amizca a‘zam-i slahat ve ihtiyacit olan
zira‘at i sina‘atin terakkisiyle medeniyet ve
servetin mertebe-i keméale vusulii ancak ultim ve
maarif kuvvetiyle olacagindan, mekéatibin
1slahiyla derecét-i tahsilin tanzimine dair
kavanin layihalari bi-mennihi te‘ala gelecek
sene ictima‘inda Meclisinize verilecekdir. Gerek
yukarida zikri gecen kavanin ve gerek ba‘dema
mevki‘-i icrAya konulacak kanunlar ahkAminin
husil-i tamami-i te’siritt memurin-i idarenin
intihAb1 maddesinin ehemmiyet-i azime tahtinda
tutulmasina mevkaf oldugundan hey’et-i
devletimiz bu noktaya ve iffet i istikAmetle
muttasif olan memurin hakkinda Kanun-i
Esast’nin zAmin oldugu stret-i miikafat ve
himéayeye bir stiret-i mahstsada dikkat edecekdir.

Culisimuzdan beri isbu intihab-i memurin
maddesinin dah? ehemmiyetini takdir
eyledigimizden, masarifi Hazine-i Hassamizdan
tesviye olunmak tizere bir mekteb-i mahsfs
tesisiyle idare-i umumiyye i¢in memur
yetistirmeyi tasmim eyledim. Bu mektebin
evvelce ilan olunmus olan nizamnAme-i esasiden
dahi maltim olacag: veghile mekteb-i mezktr
sakirdani idare ve politika memuriyetlerinin en
biiyiik derecatina kadar kabul olunacak ve
bunlar teba‘amizin, mezheb istisnast olmayarak
her sinifindan alinub, terakkileri derece-i
ehliyyete gore olacakdir. Iki seneye karib
zamandan beri ugradimiz gavéil-i dahiliyye ve
ale’l-husus Sirbistan ve Karadag ile muharebe
esnasinda umum teba‘a-i sdidikamiz taraflarindan
izhAr olunan 4sar-i hamiyyet ve askerimizin her
tiirlti megsakk u metAibi ihtiyar ile ibraz
eyledikleri gayret ve besalet nezdimizde
fevka’l-gaye micib-i takdir oldu. Bu hadiselerce
miicerred huk(kumuzu muhafazadan ibaret olan
tesebbiisAtimiz neticesi olarak Sirbistan
maslahatinin karari istihsal olundugu gibi
Karadag ile cereyan eden miizakere {izerine
ittihaz edecegimiz muamele Meclisinizin birinci
ictima‘inda miitala‘aniza havale olunacagimmdan
kararini ta‘cil eylemenizi tavsiye ederim.

Diivel-i miitehabbe ile miinasebat-i dostane ve
riayet-kirAnede bulunmak devletimizce en
mu‘tena muamelat-i meltfeden olmagla, el-yevm
yine bu kiide-i miivalat-perveriye ridyet
eylemekdeyiz. Ingiltere devleti, bundan birkag
ay evvel mesiil-i hdzira iciin Dersaddetimizde bir
konferans tegkilini taleb ederek diivel-i sdire-i
muazzama dahi teklif olunan esaslari tervic
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and happiness. Implementation required reforms
and arrangements expected by everyone is
critical. To bring all of these into action
gradually is due to your unanimous votes, and
bills of law are in progress by the Council of
State. In this year’s session “Regulation of the
Assembly”, “Law of the Polls”, “General Law of
the Provinces and the Towns”, “Law of the
Departments of Municipalities”, “Organization
of the Courts”, “The Manner of Promotion and
Pension of the Judges” and “Law of Press and
Chamber of Accounts” and budget bills of last
year would be committed to Parliament, so the
discussion, deliberation and decision of these
laws in turn will be appreciated. Judges and
military personnel should be reformed without
delay to protect the rights of citizens properly
and the granted allowance for this should be
increased.

As you can see from the budget report, our
financial administration is in great crisis and
that’s why I advise you to give priority of taking
measures to eliminate this problem and regain
our financial reputation.

The improvements in agriculture and trade and
to become a prosperous civilization which is
urgent, could only be accomplished by
education, so bills of laws regarding reforms of
schools will be submitted to your Parliament at
the next year’s session. To see the effect of
mentioned laws and others that will be made
later is due to article regarding to choose
administrative officers, and award and
protection determined in Kanun-i Esasi for these

officers should be fulfilled.

I’ve always considered the article of choosing
these officers important since my accession to
the throne, so I've thought about opening a
special school for training these officers
sponsored by Private Treasury of State. As it’s
known from the regulation of this school which
was promulgated before, these students could be
appointed to the highest ranks in politics, will
be choosen among our citizens no matter their
persuasion is and will be promoted according to
their talents.

Our faithful people’s and soldier’s efforts during
our inner problems, especially during the
Serbian and Montenegro war were highly
appreciated. As a consequence of our atempts to
protect our rights, Serbian dispute has been
settled. Our attitude towards Montenegro after
the negotiation we’ve made with this country
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etdiklerinden, igsbu konferansa Bab-1 Alimiz
tarafindan muvéfakat olundu. Eger¢i bu
ictima‘da bir ittifak-1 kat‘? hasil olamamus ise de,
devletlerin ahkim-1 muahedata ve kavaid-i
hukiik-1 milele ve hal ve hukukumuzun
muktezayat-i miibremesine tevafuk edebilecek
arzu ve nasihatlarin icraatinda miisibakat-i
halisAnemizi isbat ve izhar eyledik.

Adem-i ittifakin esbabina gelince: bu hal esasda
olmayub belki icra‘atin suver i eskalinde vuku
bulmugdur. Zira Tanzimat'in bidayetinden
simdiye kadar memleketimizin ahval-i
um{miyyesinde ve devletimizin herbir sube-i
idaresinde vuku‘a gelmig olan terakkiyyat-i
kiilliyyeyi daha ziyAde hal-i miikkemmelliyete
gotiirmek lizim-i esasisini takdir etdigimiz gibi
el-yevm biitiin mesaimiz bu maksada masrtfdur.
Fakat bu maddede memleketimizin san i
istiklalini muhill olan ahvalden tevakki etmeyi
vazifeden addeyledim ve niyyatimin sidk u
selametinin ciimleye isbatini zamana havale
etdim. Su halin tevlid ettigi netdyic ziyAdesiyle
teesstiftimii mucib olmagla, bunun bir an evvel
miindefi‘ olmast kemal-i memnuniyyetimi
istilzAm eyleyecekdir.

Ve ma‘améfih her zamanda maksadimiz hukdk-1
istiklalimizin muhafazasi mesleginde devAma
matuf oldugundan harekét-1 atiyemizde dahi
yine bu meslek nokta-i nazar ittih4z olunacakdir.
Gerek konferansin in’ikAdindan evvel ve gerek
sonra devletimizce ibraz olunan measir-i itidal
hiisn-i niyyet saltanat-i seniyyemizi Avrupa
devletleri cemiyetine rabteden miinasebat-1 dostt
vii hiisn-i mu‘agereti bir kat daha te’yid
eyleyecegi me’'miliindeyim.

Hak teala hazretleri climlemizin mesAisini
mazhar-i tevfik buyursun.

F1 4 Reb?’i'l-evvel 1294 ve fi 7 Mart 1293

1 Hakk: Tarik Us, Takvim-i Vekayi’den derledigi, iki ciltlik
Meclis-i Meb‘usan 1293=1877 Zabut Ceridesi (Ist.1, 1939)
isimli eserinde Meclis-i Mebusan’in agilis téreni ve
padisahin nutkunu yayinlamisti. Padisahin nutkunun yeni
bir negri icin bkz. Belgeler ve Fotograflarla Meclis-i Mebusan
(1877-1920) Sergisi, 19 Mart-11 Nisan 2010, Istanbul;
Belgeler ve Fotograflarla Meclis-i Mebusan (1877-1920),

Ist. 2010, s 285-290.

2 By kisim Hakki Tarik Us'un eserinden alinmustir, s. 4-6
3 Acilis nutku Takvim-i Vekayi'de, (8 Mart 1293, sy. 1867)
nesredilmisti. Ancak transkripsiyona, Yildiz Saray-1

Hiimayunu Bagkitabet Dairesi'nin metni (BOA, Y.EE.
71/25) esas alinmustir.
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will be committed to the Parliament in your first
session and I advise you to conclude its decision
urgently.

To maintain friendly relations with friendly
states is our noble custom and we're still
complying with the rules to preserve this.

English government has demanded a conference
in Istanbul a few months ago, and it has
accepted the principles presented also to other
powerful countries, so our Sublime State
approved this conference. We couldn’t reach to
an exact agreement in that meeting but we've
proved that we act honestly about their desires
and advices appropriate to our rights, also about
treaties and international laws.

As for the reason of why we couldn’t reach an
exact agreement, actually that was not in the
principles but in the action. Since the beginning
of Tanzimat period we’ve thought it’s necessary
to improve our state’s general situation and each
administrative unit. Today our efforts are still
for that purpose. And in that article I've
forborne the situation that can damage our
reputation and independency and I've left to
prove my good intention to time.

The consequences of that bothered me a lot, so
I'd be happy if it will be eliminated urgently.
Our target has always been to maintain our
independency and it will be the same in the
future.

[ hope that the good will that has shown before
and after the conference will strengthen the
friendly reelations between us and European
countries.

May God help us all to accomplish our mission.

1 The opening ceremony and the address of Abdiilhamid I
have been published in the work of Hakk1 Tarik Us, Meclis-i
Mebusan 1293=1877 Zabit Ceridesi (Ist. 1939) collected from
Takvim-i Vakayi. For later publication of the address of the
Sultan, see Belgeler ve Fotograflarla Meclis-i Mebusan (1877-
1920) Exhibition, 19 March-11 April 2010, Istanbul; Belgeler
ve Fotograflarla Meclis-i Mebusan (1877-1920), Ist. 2010,

p 285-290.

2 This part is quoted from the book of Hakk: Tarik Us, p 4-6.
3 Openning address had been published at Takvim-i
Vekayi’de, (8 March 1293, no. 1867). However, here, the
official text, released by Yildiz Saray-1 Hiimayunu
Baskitabet Dairesi (Yildiz Palace Imperial Chancery) (BOA,
Y.EE. 71/25) is transcribed.








