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After the conclusion of Twelve years Truce in 1609, the United Provincesr was in
need of international recognition and of new markets for its accelerating economic
development. In early Seventeenth Century, the United Dutch East India Company
(VOC) had already established a well working commercial system for spice trade in
India. The monopoly of VOC in Indian spice trade with moderate price level almosr
completely destroyed the caravan route to Aleppo.

The Dutch Republic then should open new markets for the Dutch merchants to
trude in the Levant. It was risky to sail especially in the Western Mediterranean in those
days. Other than the North Africarr corsairs, English and Spanish ships wer-e creating
great danger for the Dutch vessels. To sail as far as Anatolian, Egyptian and Syrian
coasts. Dutch ships had to get safe conduct from the Ottoman Sulun. Venetian, French,
and English merchants were trading in these coasts freely for a long time. From early
Seventeenth Century onwards, Dutch merchants began to unload mechandise more
intensively in the Levantine ports under either French or English flags.

After the Twelve Years Truce in 1609. the States General made attempts to

establish official relations with the Sublime Porte. Initially letters were exchanged be-
twecn thc States General and the Grand Adrniral Halil Paga. Taking positive responsc
from the Porte, the States General decided to send Cornelis Haga to Istanbul, with the
title of orator. When Haga arrived in Istanbul in March 1612, he was faced with severe

opposition of the Venetian, French, and English ambassadors. Particularly Venetian
and French ambassadors resorted to diplomatic intrigues, and even bribery to prevent
Haga from audience with the Sultan.

According to Ottoman diplomatic practice, reception of a foreign arnbassador by

the Sultan was realized with the highest protocol at the Topkapi Palace. This meant the

official recognition of the Dutch Republic by the Ottomun government. The accord
signed in 1609 was only a truce, and the United Provinces would be officially recog-

nized at rhe international level with the Peace Treaty of Westphalia in 1648.

' The Seven Northern provinces

Lltrecht in 1579. The United Provinces

I 16

of the Low Countries formed the Republic with the Union of
was comrrlonly called the Dutch Republic.
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From his immediate arrival to the Ottoman capital, Halil Paqa provided assistance
to Haga at all respects, Halil Paga assigned his dragoman Paul Antonio Bon ro the
Dutch ambassador's service. Bon provided his contacts with Halil Paga and the other
senior authorities at the Porte. Despite his political and financial abuses later, Bon was
very influential in the relations between Halil Paga and Haga. Although intensive oppo-
sition was shown to Haga to prevent his audience with the Sultan, Halil Paqa neutralized
all these efforts and achieved his reception by Sultan Ahmed I on May l, 1612. Two
months later, capitulations was granted by the Sultan to Dutch nation. Together with
Venice, France, and England, now the Dutch Republic had comprehensive capitulations
to trade in the Levant.

Haga Remains in Istanbul
When he completed his mission successfully, Haga planned to retum home soon.2

But it would not be so easy. Initially, he was appointed as orator with a temporary
mission of ad hoc nature. When he achieved capitulations for the merchants of the

United Provinces, and provided release of Dutch slaves in the Ottoman dominions, a

resident arnbassador at the Porte would replace Haga. Observing the fierce opposition
of other resident representatives in Istanbul against Haga, Halil Paqa conwinced him to
remain for a while. But this period was extended for years after another. During his
long stay at the capital, Haga witnessed reign of four successive Sultans, and the great

insurection of Janissaries in l622against Sultan Osman II. He was to be allowed to

depart only by Sultan Murad IV on late May 1639, 27 years later.

Although all legal procedures were completed according to Ottornan practice,
Halil Paga was worried about the sustaining of the Dutch capitulations if Haga left.
The residence of Haga in Istanbul would be the key factor for the continuance of the

official relationship. This point was clearly emphasized in the letters of both the Deputy

- Grand Vizier and Halil Paga to the States General, and Prince Maurice-3 Particular-
ly, Halil Paga was very won'ied about the intrigues of the French and Venetian arnbas-

sadors for the cancellation of the Dutch capitulations if Haga would have left.a The

Grand Vizjer was not in Istanbul, since he was at campaign against Iran. Everything

2 Paris, Bibliotheque Nationale, Supplement Turc I I 8, document 168, Haga's Peti tion to Deputy -
Crand Yizier Mehmed Pala: "Hemdn devletlii bastnuz iqiin ndmemizi rikdb-i hilmavuna 'arz buwtntb

katil ve kesIr ne ise getildiginziz piskeSimizi kabul ediib, ndmemizii yazub,'ale't-ta'ciI kulunuzu gdn-

de resi)z insal ldhu te'ala" .

, Supp Turc ll8. document 173: "Ve ciintle vii:.erd kardaslartmc ve sayir erkan-i devlet "htdmet

aclemisi bovle olmak gerekdir" deyu her biri tahsf n ve pesend ediib evza' u etvdnndan her vechile rtza ve

Stikran iizere olmalla Asitane-i sct'adet'de al*onulmnSdttr"; Algemeen Rijksarchief in Den Haag (A RA ),

Staten Generaal. 1.01.08/12593.11'. "azarnetlii padi.sahmtn miiSariinileyh elqiden kiillt hqzz buwtrub bu

Asitane-i sa'adetde elqilikhdmetinde kala deyu.fermdn-i alisanlan sadr olma{m hala miiSaninileyh elgi

btt cdnibde hdmet-i mezbfirede al*onulmuSdur".
4 ARA, Staten Generaal, L01.08/12593.11: "zird btt canibde olan Fransa ve Venedik e[qileri cayiz

ki sofira bir tarikle ortalr|a.fitne btraPub "bunlar dostluk etmez" deyu bir sriz si)ylenentek igiin bu

ntuhibbinii: dnhf elgintin Asircne-i sa'adetde kalnrs.rtnt niinasib gdriih ol c(tnibe gdnde rntedi.ik".
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regarding the Dutch capirulations was realized at his absence by the efforts of Halil
Paga, with the approval of the Deputy - Grand Vizier. The fate of Haga and the Dutch
capitulations were dependent on the attirude of the Grand Vizier Nasuh paga. As will
be explained below, when refurned from Eastern campaign in September I 612,Nasuh
Paga did not welcome the Dutch capitulations.

Haga must be considered to be very lucky in achieving the grant of capitulations by
tlre Sultan. No one. other than the Sultan had the permanent authority within the Ottoman
govemment. The power balance among the viziers of the Divan might have shifred at
any time. The favor of the Sultan over any of them could be ended, and consequently
might even result with the execution of the statesman. In the shifting intemal policies of
the Porte, the ceaseless intrigues of the Seraglio, there was a danger that the patrons
upon whom foreign agents relied for support might be suddenly removed.5 Halil paga

had inaugurated the official correspondence with the States General in 1610 when he
was the Grand Admiral. Although he was dismissed from his post in 161 1, Halil Paga
kept his seat at the imperial Divan as Vizier. Throughout the early contacts of Haga at the
Porte, Halil Paga sustained his duty. Furthermore, the Sultan appointed him to Grand
Admiralry for the second time in 1613, and as Grand Vizier in 1616. The rising graphic of
Halil Paga, protector of Haga, was forfunate for him as well.

Since Haga was unable to convey the original text of the Dutch 'ahdnd.me, granted
by Sultan Ahmed I, he had sent it with his assistant, Lambert Verhaer. Osman Bey, who
was a sipAhi, and a man of Halil Paqa, would accompany Verhaer.6 This Osman had
been sent to accompany Haga during his journey throughout the Ottoman territories. He
traveled as far as the Polish border to encounter Haga there, and accompany him till
Istanbul. Imperial decrees were sent to all the kadis and the commanders of the castles
(Dizdars) to assist Osman Aga.t Lamberto Verhaer would carry the original text of the
capitulations, its Dutch translation and the Memoriael of Haga from his arrival till grant-
ing of the capitulations. On l4 July 1612, both of them departed overland via Buda ro rhe

Netherlands.s Halil Paga had written a letter to the Viceroy of Buda to request assis-
tance on their way through Hungary.e When they reached the Netherlands, they sent a

letter to Haga to inform him about their arrival and the recent developments about the

military success of the Dutch navy.r0 When Haga received the letter, Halil Paga was at

Edime, and Haga soon conveyed a letter to inform Haiil Paga.rr

5 Calendar of State Papers, Venice, vol Vlll. p xxxvii.
6 A. De Groot, The Ottontan Entpire and the Dutch Republic. (Leiden/lstanbul: 1978), p 123.

' Srpp Turc I I 8. document I 05 '. " Felernenk kruh larafrndan Kornilvo Haga ncim elgi her kangrncufi
trtht-i htikfimetine vastl olursa entin ve.ralin biribirinize irsaleylemeniiz emrint olntu;dttr. ... Dergdh-iali
.silahclttrlat'tnclutr Osman zide kaclruhfi vu.rul buldukdt herbirini: onat vechile muknyt,ed <:lub.

s A. De Croot, ibid.. p 123.
n Supp Turc I 18, document 174.

'0 For the report of Lambert Verhaer to the States Ceneral, dated September 1612, see K. Heeringa,

Levantschen Handel, vol. I, (Den Haag: l9l0) p259-261.
,, Supp Turc I 18, document22:"benim rf 'atlii sulldnum bundan akdem bu canibden irsal olunan
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On its resolution dated l9 September 1612, the States General, upon reading the

memorial of Haga, the letters of the Sultan, and of Halil Paga, decided to reply these

letters, and send presents to Istanbul.'t V.ry precious presents were prepared to be

sent for the Sultan, for the Viziers, and for other dignitaries at the Porte such as the

$eyhiilislam, Defterdar, and etc.

The presents were loaded to a ship and sent to Istanbul. The ship would anive
early in 1 6 13. Haga had mentioned in his lefter, dated I Zllhicce l02L I 23 January 161 3

to Halil Paga that the ship laden with presents was expected to reach Istanbul soon,

and requested that no one should interfere with the goods.r3 Since all the goods ex-

ported or imported were subject to customs duties, Haga rcquested the exemption of
these presents from duties by the customs custodian. In his letter to the States General,

Halil Paqa confirmed the delivery of the presents and expressed his pleasure. He also

reiterated his readiness to follow the Dutch affairs within the government.ra

Then all the diplomatic procedures of the Porte were completed for the status of
Haga. He was fully accredited ambassador of the United Provinces at the Porte.

Nevertheless, his other colleagues in Istanbul were still reluctant to admit Haga into
their cycle. They all thought that the Dutch capirulations would be abolished in one

way or another, and he would be sent back to the Netherlands. For this reason, at the

initial stage his colleagues did not accept Haga at equal rank. The existing residential

ambassadors demonstrated negative attitude against Haga at many occasions.
On 5 September 1612, when the envoy Andreas Negron of the Hungarian king

approached the city, all ambassadors in Istanbul would receive him 3 miles out of the

city, together with the EavuSbaSt and 30 EavuSs.ts The English ambassador Paul

Lantberto Verhaer nam kethidalartmc geQen hafta mektublar ir.ral q'lemi$dir ki Nederlanda rnentleket-

ine.rag ti salim muvasstl olub ve Asitane-i Saadetde vdki'cemi'ahval il umurumuzu ta/.sfl iizere nakl

etcliikden.sonra e.fbndilerimi: lJStadt Cenerallerive Konle Mut'erisvo't,u:;a'adellii 'alem-penah ha:retler-

iniin nane-i hiinayunlentt ve.sultcirttrnun ve snir e rbcib-t det'letin ntektilil"t-i,rerillerin te.slirn ediih ve halci

Asinne-i sa'adetde vaki' akidet ve ittihadtmE ve ahd ii enan ki sultcinum hazretleriniln vasttctstyla zuhfirct

geti)b ve bu sulh ii salafu izhdr eylernek iqiin vciki'olan sa'y Lt ikdam-i .va'adetiniiz ta/sil iizere istihbar
olunma|la efendilerimiz miisariinileyhinaya ve ehibbdnzua ntficib-i silfir-i 'azime ve a'ddya sebeb-i

kahr ii inhizdnr olmuSdur ki ziban ile ts'bire gelmez".
rr Heeringa, Levantschen Handel, l, p 261: "19 September 1612. Is gelesen reecker memorie,

overgegeven bij Lamberto Verhaer bij den orateur Haga alhier gesonden, mette latest deperche van

Constantittopolen, vermanende H.H.M. ten evnde de brieven van den Grooten Heere souden beantwoort

ende de prasenlen besorcht ende gereetgemacht die in de voorschreven mentorie staen gespecificeert voor

den Groote n Hee re ende de bassa elc" .

', Supp Turc ll8 (Appendix I). document22: "Benint saadetlii ve'uzetlii sultdnum, zikr olunan

Nederlanda gentisinde tahmil ve varid olan bazr tuhaf ve hetldya ki efendilerinte USndt Ceneralleri

hedavd igiin gcindermislerdir. Vasil olduklannda gerek emin Murad gavuSdan ve gayrtsrndnn bir.ferde

dahl ti M'arnz olunmayub ayu ile bu bendelerine gdnderilntek babtnda milekked emr-i serlf ricastna

himmet buyuntla".
ru ARA. Staten Ceneraal, 1.01.08/12593.20 "Bu tarafa irsdl olunan tuha.f ve hedayarutz elqiniiz

),edinden gelilb vasil oldu. Miistedam-i omr olasc. Min ba'd daht rfiSen-i hdmetifitizde makdfirumuz.

nnsrrtfdur".

'5 Heeringa. Levantschen Handel,I. p 281: "Op den vijfclen ditto September is een heer Andreas

119



B0n later claimed that the total expenditure was not 9,000 ducats, but rnore. Then, he
claimed an extra 7,000 ducats for the rest of the costs. He was able to prove the
amount of the expenditures with bills, vouchers and witnesses. Haga had no chance
but to pay the amount, totaling 16.000 ducats.

Those costly presents, and the fake bills of Antonio Bon, for unreal expenses put
Haga into deep financial difficulty. Furtherrnore, Paulo Bon could get letters from
certain statesmen and went to the Netherlands to demand money. Under these cir-
cumstances, Halil Paga wrote a letter to the States General about the character and
the doings of Bon, and warned them not to believe Bon if he was to request anything.rs

The States General was informed about the situation and complained of Bon in their
letter to Vizier Mehmed Paga, dated 26luly 1614. Acfually, the States General intended
to write it directly to the Sultan, but then gave up the idea, not to raise the issue to an
official dispute.re But it seems that both Halil Paga and the States Ceneral were very
disturbed by the behavior of Paulo Antonio Bon. Because, he knew all the secrets about
Haga and Halil Paga. Moreover, he informed all the dipiomatic correspondence between
thc Dutch embassy and the Porte. It was an undesirable situation for both governments.

The Efforts to Release the Dutch Slaves
As mentioned above, beside commercial privileges to the merchants, achieve-

rnent of the capitulations would have liberated the Dutch slaves who were kept parti-
cularly in the North African provinces of Algeria and Tunis. The States General thought
the liberation of the Dutch slaves would be very easy, and almost spontaneous. But it
took a long time with continuous correspondence between the States General, the
Porte and the viceroys of Algeria and Tunis. Haga also spent enorrnous efforts for the
liberation of the Dutch subjects. Nevertheless, as reflected in the docurnents, it could
not be achieved immediately. Initially, only a small minority of the Dutch slaves was
released from the North African provinces.

After the audience of Haga with the Sultan and just before the granting of the
Dutch capitulations, Halil Paga sent a letter to the States General and Prince Maurice,
confirming the establishrnent of the official relationship between the Porte and the
United Provinces. In that letter, Halil Paga had promised to do his best for the release
of the Dutch slaves in Tunis and Algeria.z0

'8 Originalof the letter, ARA, Staten Generaal, 1.01.08/12593.20: tbr anothercopy see Supp Turc
ll8. document l-3l: "Mesalihirtiize mnkctddenta kart,san Venediklii Pavlo bon nom hab[s ve hilekar, kendii
:irnrrtetleri [i:et'e ... hu muhibbiitizii dahi utandtrnttsdtr".

'" Supp Turc ll8. document 2ll: also see document 204 "terciintanr olon Pavlo Bon nam saki
hevasuta tabi've ba'zt eSirra t'e e$krya ile bundan akdent mezhut'elc;irnizden nice diirlti hile ve hud'a ile
htltdnet ve ihanet q,le),iib hakkmdan gelinmek lannt ve mtihin iken miisantaha evleviib mezkur elqintize ce/ti
vii rencide eylenislerdir. Hala rikab-i hiimaytna irsal olunan ncinte-i nreveddetirnizde hustts-i merkfimu
yccub andan gekligimiz elayimden bir mikdartn 'arc ti i'larn e1,!smek sadedinde iken " innalldhe me'ctssabirfn "

devu kragat ediib Asitane-i sa'adet'e olan 'arz ii meveddet ve ihlasmtm dir ti dilden kental-i hakikctt ve

sadakat iizere idilgiinii belki Hak te'dld kalb-i seriflerine i'lam eyleve ki icra-yt hak evleye" ,

n'ARA. Staten Generaal. 1.01.08/12593.11 "CezAvir ve Tunus vesAyir MemAlik-i Mahrfise'de
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Correspondence with the viceroys of North African provinces, and the commanders
of the Janissaries there proved any result. There was no other solution, but to send a

special envoy to Tripoli, Tunis and Algeria to achieve the release of the Dutchmen
personally.'' Halil Paga consented to this plan, and designated a learned rnan, Mtite-

ferriknOrner Aga, and dragoman Giocomo Beiegno to accompany him. Trvo of them
would travel to North African provinces. Halil Paga had written letters22 to the vice-
roys and requested the delivery of the Dutch slaves to Omer Aga. The Sultan also
issued imperial decrees23 to be conveyed by Omer Agu.

Omer Aga and the dragoman sailed first to Tunis from Istanbul on 29 August
1612.24 Ambassador Haga had also written letters to the viceroys of Tunis a.nd Algeria
requesting the release of the Dutch slaves. A copy of the recently granted Dutch
capitulations was given to Omer Aga as well. In his letter to the vicerolzs of Tunis,
Suleyman Paga, the viceroy of Algeria and the commanders of the Janissaries there,

Halil Paga informed them of the residential status of Cornelis Haga as the Dutch
ambassador, and his personal efforts on this matter.

He reminded the friendly attitude of the Netherlands towards the Porte and their
release of nurnerous Musiim slaves when they captured Spanish galleys - Halil Paga

then requested the release of the Dutch slaves there, to reciprocate the gesture made

by the Dutch. Halil Paga concluded that in case the Dutch slaves were released, he

would be saved from being embarrassed vis-d-vis the Dutch ambassador in Istanbul.2s

The day before the departure of Omer Aga for North Africa, Halil Paga had also
written a letter to the States General to inform them about the situation. In his letter,
dated I Receb l02l I 28 August l61Z,Halil Paga indicated that he was spending great

efforts personally for the Dutch affairs at the Porte, and when Omer Aga reached

Tunis and Algeria, the Dutch slaves would be released.26

bulunan e sirlerihii:iin tlcih hususunda dahi kemal mertebe sa'y-i ihtintam olunub hakis ey,lentek nukar-
rerdir, ve $inrden.sonra geliib giden getnilerintize hiqbir kirnesne dahl ii tct'arruz t'e rencide t,e remide

e.t,lentetnek babttrda dahf kapudanlora, beglere vesair:abitlere muhkent tenbih ve te'kid etdiiriilmek
muhukkakdtr " 

.

:l A. De Groot, ibid., p 125.
tt Supp Turc I 18. document 159.
tt Supp Turc I 18. documents 157, and 158.
r. Heeringa, Ipvantschen Handel,l, p 280: "Op den27 dito lrcb affgevaerclicht een Horrzer Aga, sijnde

ttttttafctraca, dat is vande voorneempse inde swjls vl,rden Heer Chatl.it bassct, benffins eenen Giacomo

Belegno, I regeman, die op den 29 dito, in den nante Codts, soo met contmandementen van G. S. a/s oock see r
.fctv'orabile br.vven van Challil bassa aett den bessas van Tunis, Argiers, Tripoli de Barbaricz ".

,, SuppTurc ll8, document I59: "Flandra taltilbsiniin nntstal<tl elqileri hala sair lu'allarun elgileri gibi
Galcila'clcr htdmet-i ri.salet ile oturmuSdur ... imdf beniim karmdastm, bu taife Venediklii gibi degitdiir ve ehl-i

|s[cim ile kaclinri nmhibhi oldt&lan ,,e i.rpan]n kndrgalanndan binden nd.itecdviz Milselman e.sirlerin illa ey-

tedikleri zahircn rnesnft'-i Serifinib olmtqdur: bunlar knfirlik ile bu denlii Mibelman azad edtib, b ize hod vacib ve

lazttndtr ki, gavret-i din-i islam iqtin her knnde ise istetnedin azad etntekdir ki, bu bahane ile taife-i mezbfire dahf

nice nice nenct/i' ve eyiltiklet' miisahede olunacakdtr. ... Beniim kanndcqm, bu tarafda her kintin taife-i nre:bir-

lann esirleri bulunrnus ise ciirnle ulaketdiriltnisdir Bu bdbda olan ricdnntz dutulub taife-i ne:kt)retrtin ol tat'c(ila

buhtnan esirlet'i ttlak olunnrsxna dikJtat bquntla ki, elqit'cuttttda hicabdan halcts olwtc".
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Omer Agu made contacts in Tunis and Algeria. From Tunis he could save about
l8 Dutch, rnostly the old and sick, and from Algeria almost no one.27 From there,
Omer Aga passed to France first, and then to the Low Countries. In Antuzerp, he was
put into pri son by the Spanish authorities, suspecting of an Ottoman-Dutch alliance. He
could only be released with the interference of the States General and reached The
Hague. Omer Aga returned to Istanbul in June 1614, after two years of traveling.2s

The first official attempt for the release of the Dutch slaves in North Africa
remained unsuccessful. The Sultan had to confess that the attempts of Omer Aga
were unsuccessful. The Sultan added, in his imperial letter to the States General that
irnperial decrees would be sent to Algeria and Tunis to reiterate the release of the
Dutch slaves, dated Ev6il-i Rebiijlevvel 1024 / 3l March-9 April 1615,2e

Haga wrote a petition to Halil Paqa to request the release of the Dutch subjects.
This time Haga complained about the reluctance of the viceroy of Algeria blaming him
of taking 10% for each slave and the goods capfured by the corsairs.sO

The hostile attitude of the Viceroy of Algeria was reflected in Haga's petition to
the Deputy * Grand Vizier Ahmed Paga as well. The Viceroy of Algeria even threat-
ened the envoy of the States General that the Algerian corsairs would capfure the

Dutch ships but not enslave them. Haga requested imperial decrees to be sent to
prevent Algerian corsairs from attacking the Dutch ships.3l

Actually, the States General and Haga believed that the Grand Vizier Nasuh Paga

was reluctant to spend any effort on the release of the Dutch slaves. Because, in their
opinion, the Dutch capitulations was granted at a time while he was away from Istan-
bul as commander-in-chief at the expedition to Iran.32 The States General in their

,usuppTurc ll8,document 160;original copyatARA.StatenCeneraal 1.01.08 / 12593.12 "Biz
btt tarafda her htdmetiitiize miimkiln oldugu mertebe sa'y ii ikdam etmek t)zereyiz. Padisah tmrz esirlerinii:
her kande bulunursa cizdd olunnas bdbmda emr-l $ertf inciyet eyleyiib r)e tarafizdan Tttntts ve Cezq,ir
beglerine mektfiblur yctzub ademimiz )mer Agu ile gr)nderntisizdir".

I A. De Groot. ibid., p 126.
:'A. De croor, ibid.. p 128.
,n Supp Turc ll8, documenl 32: Original copy at ARA. Staten Generaal, l.0l.08 / 12593.25

"Ttrntts t,e Ceztiyit"de bulunan esirleri halas ettnek iqiin evamir-i serife ile kapurn kullqrr rzdctn Omer irsal
olttnrtb Tttnus ve Cezayir'de Nederlandalu'clan vtizden zivdde esir var iken ancak onsekiz nefer halcis olub

trttt'clust futlcts olmamtsdtr. Mukaddenru inayet olunan uhclname-i hiintdyun nucibince Tunus'da ve

Cezaltit.'de bakf kalan esirler ttlak etdiriilmek rica ve iltintas ediib ,.. istid'anu iizere nturadatmu hayr-i
kabfilde taki'olntagla fermdn-i kazd-cereydntmn ntucibince Tunus ve Cezayit''de olcttr esirleriniztin

hq lcis tna evant ir-i serife indyet olunmuSdur".
,,,SuppTurc ll8.document 186: "AntntaCezavirBeglerbegisi varanevamir-iserifeyeitaateyle-

nteyiib gemilerimizi girift ve ademlerimizi esir eylentekden hali degillerdir, padisafun dtismanlanna nice

ederler ise Nederlandalulara dahl bcivle ederler. Cezat,ir korsan/arr getirdiikleri esbab ve ddemlerin her

6rtrtndct bir e.sit'aldtgu ec'ildett kor.sanltga ica:et veriir".
,, Supp Turc ll8. document 195: "Amma Cezdyir beglerbegisi padisahtn hatt-i hiintayunlannct

'trnte! etmeyi.ilt dedi ki: 'benitn nturdclrm burlur ki,.ti:titi gernileririi:ti sctlctt', dti.Trtrutt gentileritti rtic'e

ctltltrsa siziin dahi eyle altrtz, crnrnta aclenleritiizii estr etntet'eliitrt' deyu cevab vermi$d i r" .

,, Supp Turc ll8. document209: "SatlrAzanr Nas'uh PctSa ha:t'etleri, arz-i ihlds ve saclakatimi'
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f etter made the same complaint to the Deputy - Grand Vizier Mehmed Paga, dated26
July 1614.33 During the process of diplomatic contacts of Haga after his arrival to
lstanbul, Nasuh Paga was away from the capital. He refurned in Septernber 1612,

three months after the grant of Dutch capitulations.

Indeed, Nasuh Paga had a very strong character, and he was appointed to the

Grarrd Yizierate after he poisoned Kuyucu Murad Paga. Since Nasuh Paga had be-

come a charismatic statesman, as commander-in-chief and the Grand Vizier he was

no t on good terms with anyone at the Porte when he returned from the campaign on

Iran in September 1 612. All the deliberations for granting the Dutch capitulations and

the discussions had happened when Nasuh Paga was absent. He was a vicious enemy

of $eyhiilislam Hocazade Mehmed Efendi who consented to and favored granting the

Dutch capitulations.3a Nasuh Paga was not huppy with these developments, and as

soon as he returned, he attempted to cancel the Dutch capitulations.35 But his efforts
were fruitless to nullify the status of Haga and the Dutch capitulations. The protection
of Halil Paga and the Deputy - Grand Vizier Hadrm Mehmed Paga secured the pres-

ence of the Dutch in the Ottoman Empire.

To settle the dispute of the Dutch slaves held in Algeria, Halil PaEa had organized

a meeting in Istanbul with the participation of the Dutch ambassador Cornelis Haga,

Viceroy of Algeria Siileyman Paga, and the commanders of the Janissary corps in

Algeria. In the session, both sides took oaths not to attack each other on the high seas,

and to capture their ships, nor goods. The Algerian local cornmanders also promised to

obey the imperial decrees issued by the Sr"rltan. The Viceroy Stileyman Paga and other

commanders signed the declaration dated Evisrt-i C. evvel 1026 I 17-26 May 1617 .36

zaman-i Seri/lerinde miiyesser hltnmayub mi)barekyed-i Set"fflerintizden erzani ktlunntak ile kattnda hoS

olmcrt,rtb ittifat ve nazar-i Seriflerinden dfir olmuSttzdur" '
,, Supp Turc ll8, document2ll: "Veldkin hAh sadrazam devletlii ve sa'adetlii Nasuh PaSa

hn:retleri zikr olunan akidet ve ihlds u meveddetintiz [anufiJ zaman-i Seriflerinde miyesser olunntamak

ile kaunda hoS gelmeviib ahdname-i hiimayunda olan uhud ve kuyudlan icra ve ri'ayel eylemeytib Menta-

lik-i Mahrti5e'de olan esirlerimizi halas ve ttlaklanna izn ii icdzet vermediklerinden gayrr Asitcrne-i

.sct'aclel'de olurt bizim nttistahI ve do!ru havr-hnh elgim izi rencide olunub" .

,. ismail Hami Danigmend, izahlt Osrnanlt Tarihi Kronoloji.si. vol 3. p?61.
t'Supp Turc ll8, document209 "Hala sadrazam 'izzetlii ve sa'adetlti Na,suh PaSa hazretleri

Asitane-isa'adete 'azintet buyurduklanndazikrolunan name-i hiimayunu.fesh etdirilnte{i icra ve:;rydnet-

incle sa'adetlti sultanunun bezl-i hamiyyetleriin sarf eyleyiib ban ashab-i aPrciztnttztn.fikr-i.[asidlerin

zuhura getirilmeviib mahcub ve ma{bfin kalmrylardur" '

,o Leiden University Library, OR 1228: "vezir-i asaf-nazir ve mii$ir-i miisteri-tedbir sipahsalar-i

gri:iycitr-i ki.;r'er-gir Hulit PuSct hazretleriniin hu:fir-i 'i;:etlerinde Ustcidt Ceneralleri cctniblerinden olan

elgi-i ntezbtir Kornely,o Haga muvacehesinde bi'l-/i'il Cezayir beglerbegisi olan Siileyman PaSu ile Cezaltir

canibinden gelen Ocak ihtiyarlan ve yayabaslart ve kul alalan ile md'an geliib Soyle takrir eylediler ki,

q,aler-i nrezbfu'ede olan eger kul aga[and1y ys yel,abaStlar ve odabastlar ve sair neferat ve derya yiiziinde

gezen Cezavirlii raraftndan ahd ii Sart edeiiz ki miimailevhim Usfidt Ceneralleriniin den,ada gezen

gemilerine t,e iQinde olan bazirganlaruta ve re'ayalarlnct ve emli'a ve esbablartna min ba'd Cezayir'e

heglerhegi olonlardan ve derydda ge?en Cezcivirlii tat'afindan bir vechile ta'addf ve tecavtiz ve zat'flr ve

gii;e n d e risdi ri I meve"'
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ln that session, both sides ha settled the process of peaceful relation ship by the
Ottoman and the Dutch ships when they come across on the high seas. Both sides
would fire guns for salutation and the Dutch would present the certificate sealed and
signed letter of Prince Maurice.3T The meeting called by Halil Paga could not settle the
dispute however. Although ten years had passed since the grant of capitulations, the
slaves in Algeria were not released. The Viceroy of Algeria sent a letter to the Porte,
dated I Zilhicce I031 l7 October l622,indicating that the Algerian corsairs and the
Janissaries in Algeria were allobedient to the decrees of the Sultan. However, he went
on, the friendly relationship should be based on reciprocal goodwill. Certain Dutch
pirates had enslaved Algerian Muslims and sold them in Malta. Then the local com-
manders in Algeria claimed that unless the Muslirn captives were not retur-ned, the
Dutch slaves in Algeria would not be released.38

No records could be coincided about the release of any such Dutch slaves in
Algeria, Tunis and Tripoli. The perception of reciprocity resulted with the sustainment
of Dutch slaves in North Africa for such a long time. The fate of Dutchmen seems to
be obscure. Indeed, the case had a long history. There had always been privateering
activities from both sides. Even at the registers of Felemenk Defteri3e, dated 1091 i
1680, there are records about enslavement and captivity.4o

Halil Paga and the Dutch Trade in the Levant
The main purpose of all these efforts to establish official diplomatic relationship

was to provide and to constitute a peaceful environment for the Dutch merchants

.t Leiden University Library, OR 1228: "derydda gezen gemilerintiz, anlarun gemilerine rast
geldiklerinde, Nederlanda bayragn gdrdiiklerinde beru tarafdan boS tltpun atub ctnlar ile isaretleSiib
ba'dehu anlar dahi.relam topun atub ve ri'ayeten telenketeleriin indiiriib selamlasdukdan sortra kendti

canibintizden sandal ile birkaq mu'tented adem gdnclerilb numaileyhim Ustafu Cenerallet"inirt berr ti
bcthrda hakintleri olan ktdveti'l-iimerdi'l-milleti'l-Mesihiwe Konte Maveri.sytr'nun miihiirlti mektubun,

gemi reisleyi ve zabitleri gdsterdikden sonra geminizde harbi ke.fere ademleri ve metci'lart t,ardur cleyu

min ba'tl yoklannrayub ve gemilerinden ol bahane ile esbdh ve akqadan bir nesne altnntayub bir vechile

dahtii tecaviiz olunmaya ve min ba'd eydlet-i Cezavir'de Nederlandalu'nun adenlerin ve e.sbablarun ve

gentilerin satdurmayub hiqbir vechile kimesneye rencide ve remide etdirilmeye".
is ARA, Staten Generaal, 1.01.08 I 12578.16: "Merhim Silleyman PaSa zamiin-i Serifinde sene

yinni aln ba'de elf tarihinde Istanbul'da Divdn-i alide vezh'-i a'zam huzftrunda mahrfise-i Cezayir a{alur-
tntEdan ve ltavabastlanmndan Kapudan PaSa dnilnde kavl-i karar ve ahd-i emdn olunmuSdur Ol vech

t;izere Felemek tdifesinden bir.ferd esir gemisine komayub kon.tulunun eline teslint eyleyesiz deyu cevab

evlentissi:. ... Lakin bazt Felentenk haramzadelerinden Simdiki halde bir nice ne.ferintiz esir ediib Malta
ceziresinde bev' ediib kayd ii bend ile esir ve hakfr olmagn asakir-i mansftre tarafrndan dahi cevab

e1'le1,slsr ki ":ikt'olunan lv{iselman esirlerimi: Maltq'dun ge/met,ince, hunclaki olan Felemenk e.rirleri
t)ctt.ttta.sLtt1" deyy entr olunntuSdur, ve bu ohd iizere clahf ademinii: ile kavl-i karar oluntttuSdur".

rn Felemenk Ahdndme Defteri, Ba5bakanlrk Osmanlr Arpivi, Diivel-i Ecnabiyvs Defierleri.2l.
.o For the release of the Dutch slaves and the prohibit of enslavemertt of subjects. see B[ilent An,

Conflicts Betweenthe Dutch Merchants and tlrc Ottontctn Local. Authorities According to tlte Feletrrcnk

AhrJnAme Daferi, Dated l09l/ /680. unpublished M.A. thesis, Bilkent University. 1996. p 51. Articles

2. 17 , document 34' p 83; document 56' p 88.
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throughout Ottoman dominions. Until the grant of Dutch capitulations, their merchants
were under the protection of either French or English ambassadors at the Porte. They
had to pay the consuledge fee, cottimo, to these ambassadors. Furthermore, in case of
any coflict with local authorities or with the Ottoman subjects, Dutch merchants had ro
apply French or English embassy. It also seemed controversial that in ea.rly Seven-
teenth Century, the Dutch ships could sail as far as Indian Ocean, thousands of miles
from the Low Countries, but had to fly foreign flags in the Levant. The Dutch were
now very enthusiastic to sail the Levant under their own flag.

When the Dutch capitulations were granted, no obstruction remained for an in-
crease in the volume of trade between the two countries. Within the sarne year, the
Venetian ambassador in England, Antonio Foscarini reported in his dispatch, dated 2l
December I 612 that the Dutch trade in the Levant was growing rapidly. He added that
"only a few days ago 9 ships laden with silk, cotton, and other rich rrzerchandise
of great value heve arrived, besides the 6 ships which came in little earlier with
the goorl fortwte of a quiet passage and large gains".al

Halil Paga was aware of the superiority of the Dutch shipping over all other na-
tions, as arnbassadors were. The United Provinces was in its "Golden Age", and foun-
dation of official representation at the Porte would immediately incline the volume of
Dutch trade in the Levant. That is why they had spent extraordinary efforts to prevent
the Dutch from trading under their own flag. On the eve of the granting of the Dutch
capitulations, the Venetian ambassador in England had feared that as the Dutch began

to trade in almost all parts of the Mediterranean, they would absorb all the traffic. They
were content with very moderate gains, their ships were light and did not cost half of
what English ships cost, and so they could offer freight at half price that of an English
ship.a2

Halil Paga did his best personally, to promote the Dutch and facilitated their pen-
etration into the Ottoman ports. It must be noticed that rather than the date of the

capitulationsa3, the date of Haga's audienceaa with the Sultan was considered as the

inauguration of official relationship between the two countries. So, it was cc)ncluded by
the Por-te that from that date onwards, the consulate fee (to be paid by the Dutch
merchants) belonged to the Dutch consul. The amount collected in the rneantime by
the French consuls should be returned to the Dutch consul. In this respect, dragoman
Abraham was sent to Aleppo at the accompany of a kaptcfia,sl from the Seraglio
with letters from $evhtilislom and the kaprctlar kethiidast.as

In his correspondence, Haga apparently talked about the confidential and close
cooperation of Halil Paga. When Halil Paga was in Edirne, in early 1613, Haga had

C.SP, Verice. XII, p 463.

CSP, Vetice. Xll, p 333-334.

Supp Turc ll8. documentT2, EvAil-i C. evvel. l02l 130 June - 9 July 1612.

I RebiUlevvel l20l l2May 16t2. the next day afier audience.

See Supp Turc I 18. documents 89.90.9-5.98.99.
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wntten a letter to him, confessed how much he missed the Paga, and stated that he had
no close friend other than Halil Paqa.*6

Actually, as time passed, Haga was identified with Halil Paga at the Porte. In the
olfrcial correspondence as well, his sympathy for Haga was always apparent. For
instance, in the imperial decree by Sultan Osman II to the kadr of Gallipoli, dated

EvAsrt-i $aban 1027 I 3-12 April 1618, (while Halil Paga was Grand Vizi er) the close
friendship between the Dutch ambassador and Halil Paga was emphasized and stated

that he should be protected at all respects.aT

In his letter to the States General, dated I Receb 1021 / 28 August 1612, Halil
Paga prornised that he would do his best for the success of the Dutch a.ffairs at the
Pofie ,rB Actually he did. For instance, when one of the Dutch merchants, Erico FIa-
menko, traveled to Aleppo for trade, Halil Paga wrote a letter to the viceroy of Aleppo
and requested all kinds of facilities should be provided to him. Halil Paga. particularly
empl-rasized that the Dutch ambassador was a close friend and affiliate of him.ae

His efforts were to establish an institutionalized Dutch commercial network all
around the Ottoman ports in the Levant. To facilitate the corrrmercial acti vities of the

Dutch merchants in Cyprus, Vizier Halil Paga had written to the kadr, delfterdar, Aga
of the Janissary corps, and the niitesellira (deputy governor)so.

When he was appointed Grand Admiral for the second time in 1613, he has recon-

firmed his readiness to continue assisting Dutch affairs.5r For instance, Halil Paga

requested the protection of the Dutch consul, and the merchants in Cypr-us from the

Viccroy of Aleppo, Davud Paga, when he became Grand Vizier, in 1616.52

.o Supp Turc I 18, document22'. "Benim 'izzetlil sultdnunt r4f 'al ile bu cdnibden azf rnet buyuraldan

beru bir mertebe.fit'kat qekerim ki Hazret-i lvfevla bililr Bu hayr-hdh bendeleri evvelhazret-i yari teala,

.ronra suadetlii.suhanumdan gayrr mu'in ve mesnerlim yokdur. Bu diyarlarun bir guribi olub izdivad-i
iirttr'-i det,let ve Ierakki-i 'tzz il r{'at ile 'avdet-i Seriflerin an-karib Rabbii'l-'nzet erzdni ve milvesser

ktln'ere de1'fi ,;,t ti seb tazarnt ve niyaz eylemekclen half olntctdu*umu istiva-i serffbu,ut-ulntuyct".
" Supp Turc I 18, document 86: "Ned e rlanda elqi.si kadtmden sahib-i devlet hazretl e riilh closttt olub

her vechile himavet ve sryanet olunmast laztnt olmuSchtr".

" Supp Turc I 18, document | 60: " Biz bu tarafda her hdmeliniize miimktin oldug-u n.tertebe damen-

der-mivan ediib sa'7,i ikdam ve cidd ti ihtimam etmekiizereyiiz. Hdmetihiiz cantmzo rrzinnetdiir".

'nsuppTurc llS,document 152: "Felemenkbegleriniifidostluklartnabunnthibb-i halis bi'l-bcilleri
bais olub bu ha1,1'-hshltkda illet-i nziistahle olntuSdur Haliya mezkur Felemek elgisiziydde dostuntuz ve

qtraprmn olub Haleb diyartna Eriko Flamenko nam bazirgan revane olub ticaret murad etmekle cencib-

i ;;erilinii;le nnbe.t'nintizde olan muhabbet ve kulluk ecligiin mektrtb rcigb olma!tn nezkfrr Eriko bci:ir'-

gantrn tizerinden na:ar-i ,terifintiz mebzul ve bi-clirig buwtrulub eger gilmfiik hu:;tisrtclur ve eget'.sciit'

me.salihdir nru'civenet ve mti:oheret buyunrlub ... bir fet'de rencide ve retnide etrlinnevtih".
t" Supp Turc ll8, documents 177, 178. 179, and 180.
5l ARA. Staten Generaal. 1.01.08 I 12593.21:"Pacli,rahrmtz kapudanltk hulrnetini gerti bu ntuhib-

bihiize tef\,ie edtib e{er gernileriniiziin ve eEer bazirganlannuzun himayeti husitstdun elintizde olub

niimkiin olant kendiniz goriib her htdntetihiize sa'v u ikdam olunur" '
,t Supp Turc I 18, document 205: "Flamenk elgisi kendil qtra$tmn olub Asitane-i s a'ddet-medann

hiilusu tizere bendelerinden olmag[a, cezire-i Kfirn'da olan konsolos ve tiiccarlart izerinden hiisn-i

nctzarlctrtn diri[ buvurulmalal$ vdki' olqn hususlanna mu'avenet ve miizaheretifiiiz igtin isbu mektub

irscil olunntusdur".
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Halil Paga also spent great efforts for Comelis Pauw to be appointed as the Dutch
consul at Aleppo. When Sultan Ahmed I received Haga, Cornelis Pauw was also
present at ttre audience hall. Soon after the grant of capitulations, Halil Paqa wrote a

lctter to the States General and requested the appointment of Pauw to consulate at
Aleppo. According to Halil Paga, Comelis Pauw had close affiliations arnong the Vi-
ziers at the Porte. Those affiliations would be very beneficial for the Dutch affairs at
Aleppo in every respect. His insistence and promise of personal assistance was very
influential in the appointment of Pauw as the Dutch consul at Aleppo.53 Initiaily, the
States General might have no idea of appointing Pauw to the Dutch consulate in Alep-
po It is greatly probable that by suggesting Pauw, Halil Paqa planned to secure ap-
pointnrent of a strong personality at Aleppo. Aleppo was an important center for Indi-
an transit trade. However, as a result of monopoly of the United Dutch East India
Company (VOC) over spice trade Aleppo lost its importance by 1630. Indian spice
trade had then shifted to Atlantic route. In the Mediterranean, the major port of Levan-
tine exports w?s Izmir (Smyrna).

The assistance of Halil Paga would not only realize the establishnient of official
relationship, but also facilitate the penetration of the Dutch merchants into the Levant
rnarkets with stronger legal status.

HALIL PA$A AND DUTCH LEVANT TRADE

Nasuh Paga and the Dutch Capitulations
The most important legal threshold for free trade of the Dutch merchants in the

Lcvant was the granting of capirulations. It was successfuliy overcome with the ex-
traordinary efforts of Halil Paga. The attempts of the Venetian bailo and the French
arnbassador had been eliminated. Their possible cooperation with the decisive makers
and the influential authorities at the Porte was neutralized. Even after the granting of
the Dutch capitulations, there was a danger of canceling it. It was legally possible,
because the Dutch capitulations, by nature, was not a bilateral treaty, but rather a

unilateral document, granted by the Sultan to other nations. Capitulations were issued
in the form of berat, diploma that bind the Sultan only. Legally the Sultan had the right
to cancel or suspend it whenever he wishes. or see any behavior contrary to the arti-
cles, stated in it. Furtherrnore, as all berats, the capitulations also lose its validity with

tt Supp Turc I 18, document 172: "Raviniyir Pavlo (Reiniersz Pattw) nam begin o$lu Kornele pctv

lCornelis Pauw) ulu begzadelerden olmagla'hattnmuz igiin ziydde ri'dyet eyleyesiz'deytt iltimas eylemissiz.
... kendti oglurrtttz gibi goriib nte'multinilzden ziydde 'azlnt ri'ayet ve ragbet edtib hattd elqiitiz rikd.b-i
htintdvtrna yiiz siit'diikde, elqiniziin ardtnca miimaileyh begzade viiz sirib sdir begzadelerden tercfh ve

takdint olunmusdur. Hdla Haleb vilayetinde olan konsolosh.tk htdmetinde bunun gibi belzdde olntak
loy1ftI,r. Haleb'de olan kon,soloslugu mtimailey,h begzddeve veriib ga),n kintesneye vermevesi-. Ricamt;,t
kabtil ct,let'esi:. Ziru niimriilet'h beg:ade bu canibde viizera-)'t 'izarn ve a'yan-i devlet ile tentctm rnertebe
clo.stlttk ve ci$indltk hastl etntisdir. Size dahf bunun kon.solos olmast nafi'diif'.
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the death of the Sultan. It has to be renewed, or the new Sultan should approve its
validity.

The rivals of the Netherlands and of Haga were hopeful to convince the Sultan, in
consultati on with the Viziers, to break his oath. In this regard, those rivals needed the

assisrance of senior authorities at the Porte. Halil Paga was aware of the imminent
peril on the status of Haga and the Dutch capirulations. For this reason, although Haga

was planning to returnsa soon after the attainment of the capitulations, Halil Paga did
not consent his immediate return.ss If Haga returned soon, the Dutch capitulations
wcluld rernain only on paper. There would be no senior Dutch representative to follow
the rights granted by the Sultan. It might be very late until the States General appointed
a new ambassador.

When the capitulations were granted, the only chance for the adversaries of Haga

was the negative attitude of Grand Vizier Nasuh Paga, who refurned frorn the Persian

campaign in September.5u Nasuh PaEa was victorious and able to bring the Persian

envoy accompanying him to the capital, on 20 Septernber 1 612.57 With the other higher

authorities in Istanbul, Haga paid a visit to Nasuh Paga at his tent for welcome.5s Haga

rret Nasuh Paga at his tent for the first time. It was an official ceremony, and there

was others in the meeting as well'
Nasuh Paga held his first divan meeting in Istanbul as Grand Vizier on September

30, I 612 at the Seraglio.5e He was absent at the time when Dutch capitulations was

granted. Because of this, the States General believed, he was against the friendly
relations with the Netherlands.@ He was able to cancel the Dutch capitulations, but as

.o Supp Turc I I 8, document 168: " Heman devletlii basmuz iqiin namemizii rikab-i himayuna 'arz

bt4typ16 kalil ve kesir ne ise getirdigimilz plskeSimizi kabirl ediib, namemizii yazub, 'ale't-ta'cil kulunuzu

gc) nd eresilz i n$al ldhu te' ala" .

s5 Appendrx6:"hdla miisariinileyh elgi bu canibde hdmet-i mezbfrrede attkonulmuSdur, zirci btt

canibde olan Fransa ve Venedik elqileri cdyiz ki sofira bir tarfkle ortaltga.fitne bragub " bunlar dostluk

etmez" deyu bir sciz soylememek iEiin bu nruhibbiniiz dahi elginiin Asitane-t sa'cidetde kalntastnr miinasih

gciriib ol canibe gondermediik".
5u Heeringa. Let,antsclten Hande[,l, p 282: "Op den 20 dito is den vis.t,r Nassr{f bassct 'r morgetu

vrotrch gectrriveert tot Calcidotria. leggende ovcr Constctttlittopoli, alwae r S.E. .sijtt tttelen gc.slagen lrce.[t,

sijndc cletselvigetr ntorgen jegetts geredan v'att dert clruinnchunt ettde alle d'attdre visvren, :.i.incle daerttaer

rsock besoc.lil vatt de n rrutfii, den emier bassi, cadileshiers ende alle andre groolen v'an Cottslctttinopoli".
.' Nasuh Paqa brought the iranian envoys Kadiasker Kadr Han, Muizz-i Isfah6'ni and Huseyn-i

yezdi, who were the kadis of Isfahan and Kezvin respectively. Together with him, the envoys brought

silk, worth of 200 loads as tribute, ismail Hami Danigmend, i:ahlt Osmanlt Tarihi, p 251.
58 Heeringa, Levantsclten Handel,l,p282:"lck heb bij clese gelegenheyt met avijs van den heer

Chattil bassa S.E. in sijne tenten oock besocht ende vervwellecompt, sonder enige particulierediscoursett

te hotrclen, overntits de menichte van't volck, S.E. gestadelijckcomende besoucken, S.E. begerende, dat

ntet hent tot (lonstantinopoli ntel tneerder comnroditeyl van alles soude discoureren".
5o Heeringa. Levantsclren Handel,I.p282:"Op den 30 dito lteefi den visyr a:.em Nassufrbctssa srTrl

e(rste dit,oen ende raeldach gehoudett".
,n Supp Turc ll8. document 209: "Han sadrai.ant'iz.z,etl{i ve sa'ctdetlii Nasult PctSa hazretleri

A,sittine-i sct'ttrlete 'ctzinret buytrrduklartndc zikr olunan ntinre-i himayunu fesh etdirilmefii icrci ve st.v-atrel-
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Grand Ytzier, he made no attempt to further the commercial relations between the two
countries. He was indifferent to the Dutch affairs in the Levant. It was Halil Paga,

who personally organized the infrastructure for the Dutch merchants in the Levant. At
the rnitial stage, Aleppo, and Cyprus were the two most imporlant locations for the

Dutch comrnercial activities. Halil Paga first tried to convince the Ottornan local au-

thorities to protect the Dutch merchants. Because, not only Venetian, E,nglish and

French arnbassadors in Istanbul, but also their consuls raised difficulties for the Dutch
nierchants. They did not recognize the status of the Dutch consuls, and continued to

collect consuledge fees from Dutch merchants as well. In this respect, Dutch mer-
chants were in need of official support of the Porte. As an influential Vizier of the

imperial Divan, Halil Paga provided that support. When he was appointed as Grand

Adrniral for the second time in 1613, he becarne more influential within the Ottoman
government. For a long time, both Haga and Dutch merchants felt his support behind
them,

Dutch Consuls in the Levant
The capitulations, in Ottoman practice, were legally superior to all local and re-

gional regulations. In this sense, it must also have superiority over the imperial decrees

and diplomas (berars) issued by the Sultan. At this point, certain conflicts have arisen

between the local authorities and the merchants who trade within the Ottoman domin-
ions. The Ottoman tenitories had been separated into various customs zones. Each

custorn zone had its own regulation with different tax rates and practices. The customs

zones were maintained as fiscal units under the rrutkald'a system. The customs cus-

todian, giintrilk emini, designated sub-contactors for smaller units. The Istanbul cus-

toms zone consisted of ports and srnaller landings(iskele) from Varna on the Black
Sea coast to Kilidiilbahr on Gallipoli peninsula. On the Anatolian side, the coast from
Yoros on the Bosphorus to the province of Aydin was included in the Istanbul customs

zone. ln 14J1, the Istanbul customs zone was extended to Antalya, and in 1482 to

Sinop and Samsun.6l

On the main caravan rouies, inland customs zones were established. The cara-

vans had to follow the officially assigned routes and paid customs duties in the customs

centers en route. To prevent the abuses of local officials, the merchants would be

handed a document called edd tezkirest, certifying that all the incumbent taxes were

paid duly.62

Thus, when the Dutch merchants were granted to trade under one tariff system.

inde,sct'adettii sultantmttit bezl-i humiyysllsrtin sa1'et,leyiifi hail ashab-i agrazmrztn.fikr-i.fasidleritr
:tr hftrct getirilmel'tib ntahcfib ve ma{bfin kalntrylardur".

u'Halil inalcrk, Custottts Registerof Caffa. (Harvard Univ. Press, 1995) p8l.
ur Halil inalcrk, ibid., p 9l ; for caravan routes and duties on the Iranian silk trade, see Halil inalctk,

Cttstonts Register of Caffa, (Harvard Univ. Press, 1995) pp 9l -92; for examples on the conflicts about the

local taxes, see B. An, ibid., document 225,p lO7.
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which was 3Vo,local customs custodians, who farmed out the customs taKes, were not
consented, because, it would affect their revenues. For instance, the fa.rmer of the
customs duties in Cyprus refused to bow the reduction, claiming that he himself had
farmed the duty on the basis of 5Vo.63 The customs duty could be reduced, in the end,
only with the arbitration of the Defterdar, Paga, and the other local notables in Cy-
prus.* The siruation has caused almost a crisis within the Ottoman government. Halil
Paga has written letters to the kadi, defterdar, Aga of the Janissary corps, Deputy
Viceroy (miitesellim) of Cyprus to emphasize the importance of the existence of the
Dutch merchants in the Levant. They should be protected, and should not be op-
pressed, nor frightened in their activities.65 The Viceroy of Cyprus has also written
similar letters to the defterdar, Deputy - Viceroy, and Customs custodian in Cyprus.66

Almost a shuttle correspondence was canied out to convince the custod ian, emin, to
reduce the customs duty to the rate of 3Vo, as indicated in the capitulations.

The Viceroy of Cyprus had written a letter to his deputy in Cyprus, in dicating that
the Dutch nation had recently established friendly relations, and thus allfac ilities should
be provided to them. so that they could be attracted for commercial activity. Other-
wise, if they escaped, it might also harm the treasury as well.67 The Viceroy reminded
that if the customs custodian (giimriik erntni) resisted for 57o, Sorn€ others would be

appointed to his post.

Conflicts on Customs Duties
Although it was clearly stated in the capitulations that when the Dutch merchants

imported and exported goods in Aleppo, Alexandria and in other places as well, no
more than 3 7o customs duty should be collected from them, there had been frequent
violations of the relevant article of the capitulations.68 The amount of the customs

ur Niels Steensgaard, "Consuls and Nations in the Levant from 1570 to 1650", Scandinavicttt
Economic Htstory Review, vol XV (1967),13-5-5, p 18.

u'Heerin-ea. Levantsclten Handel.I,p 442-443: "ln Cipro daer de saecke wu! wiclttiger is ettde

ot'erttits de groothevl vetT de negotien van nteerder intportantie, heeft den emyn seer groote resislenlic
gedaen, u'illertde true de oude usantie vijff ten hondert nenten van onse natie, allcgerende, dat dae rop de

tollett yon dut G.'\. gepacht hadde, in tijde als d'onse, c'otnetule ortder de bandiere van Vrctttckrijck , oock

vij.fl ten honclerl betaeldert, ofte clat hent affilach soude gescltieden, soovel als de resterende tw'ee ten

honden jaerlic.r soude itnporleren" .

ut Srpp Turc ll8, document s 177, 178, 179, 180, and l8l.
* Supp Turc I 18, document s 182, 183, and 184.
u'Supp Turc ll8, document 182: "Bunlar Dersa'adeteyahnda ita'at evlemislerdir. Istimcilet ver-

iliirse, bazirganlan geliib alts veris ederler, mirtye kiilli nef ' olur. Rencide olunurlarsa el qekiib gelmezler.

fufe:lnrun bazirganlart rencide etdirmeyiib tiiccar tayifesini himayet iizere olasn. Miiltezint inad ediib
iltizammcdct l,ii:de beS akqadtt'derse, unlann yerlerine adent tedarik olunun bilmiS olub rnuceb-i mektub

i le anril olast:".
"s Dutclr capitulations of l02lll612. see Supp Turc ll8, document 72, article l3: "ve

miisariinile.yhimin rcalartylu tcicirleri vilavetlerinden getirdikleri ve alub gdtiirdiikleri meta'lartndan

Haleb'de ve iskenderiye'de t,esayir yerlerde yiizde iiq akqa giimdik vereler, ziyade vermeyeler ve meta'lart
z iyade bahaya tutu lrn aYa" .
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duties was calculated on the basis of the estimated value of the commodity, od valo-
rent. by the giimriik emini. There were frequent conflicts between the merchants and

rhe custodian about the estimated values. The values of the commodities waried from
one region to another, and thus were open to abuses.6e

Merchants who combed western Anatolia in search of deals and discount, and

who made purchases. viewed the insistence of Ottoman officials to estima.te customs
according to current prices in the port rather than purchase prices in the provinces.
The capitulations stated only that the duty would be paid ad valorem, at the estimated
value. They remained silent on the critical question of assessment, was this to be a

percentageTo of the purchase, or the current, or some fictious price.?r Consequently,
the frictions between the merchants and the customs custodians were inewitable. The

higher the value of estirnation, naturally, the higher would be the revenue of the custo-

dian. To provide true and just taxation of the commodities, exported and irnported, and

to eliminate the arbitrary estimation of the values, in time European nation s imposed a

tariff system. instead of a general ratio.72

The request of excessive customs duty continued for decades. Even after the

renewal of the Dutch capitulations forthe third time by Sultan Mehmed IV in l09l/
1680, conflicts arose between local authorities and the Dutch merchants.T3 In one of
this kind of conflicts, although the Dutch merchants were ready to pay 3 Vo for the

goods they imported from Moldavia, the custodian Huseyin had requested twofold of
the regular tax.14

The customs authorities were ambitious to collect duties from ali good unloaded at

the por1s. Istanbul custorns custodian Murad Qavu$ even dared to request duty from
the goods brought from the Netherlands to be presented to the Sultan and the other

dignitaries at the Porte.75 The Sultan had to warn the Grand Admiral and the Deputy

un B. Art ibid.' P 43.
t,,For the list of customs duly rate in different customs zones, see Halil inalcrk, Cttslorrts Register

o.f Ca.ffa. Pp 9-s-96.

'r Daniel Gofl'man. "The Capitulations and the Question of Autlrority in Levantine Tradel600-

l6-50". Jottrnul of Turkish Srudies. vol. 10. ( 1986) p 1.56.

'r gerafettin Tuan in "Osmanlr imparatorlugu ile iki Sicilya Ktallrgr ArsrndakiTarife", Belgeler.

stated that the first tariff list appeared in Ottoman - French Commercial Treaty of l74O- However, in

Felemek Ahdndrne Defteri, BOA, Ecnebi defterleri, 22/1. p259-260. there exists a tariff li st dated ll45 /
1732: fbr the taritf list. also see Bosscha Erdbrink, Ottoman- Dutch Relations, pp292-301.

t, For classification of these conflicts and examples of conflicts selected from the registers, see B.

An, ibid.. APPendix.
,. "lstunbul Kayntttkamrno ve Kadstna Hiikiim ki, Nederlanda elqisi arz-i hal gonderiib, Neclerlon-

clct tticcort Bogdanda istira edtib getirdiiklet'i nela'dan 'ahdname-i hiimayun rnucebince ytizde iiq akgtt

gilny.liklerin ccla etnege raztlat'iken hala giintrlik emini olan Htiseyin kanaat etnteytib hilAf-i 'ahdnante-

i htincit;un iki kat giimriik tsleb ediib ta'addieyledigiin bildiriib", B. Art, ibld., document I, p 68.
tt Supp Turc I 18, document I08: "Nederlanda tarafindan gemi ile rikab-i hiimayununta piSkeS iqiin

irsalolunctn tuhafve esbabdan gtintrtik emini olan Murad QavrlS gimriik taleb eder de1a1i 'larn evlemegin,

ol makile nhaf ve esbab sahih piSkeS ise g[imriik emtni dahI evlemeve".
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- Grand Yizier Mehmed Paga, and the Defterdar of Anatolia, with an irnperial decree
to prevent the intervention of the custodian.

Dutch Consuls in the Levant
The next step after the grant of the capitulations was to establish a network of

consuls in the important commercial centers. Within a few years the States General
built up a network of resident representatives and consuls all around the Mediterra-
nean - except for Spain and territories subject to Spain, in which official representa-
tives of the United Provinces were barred.76 Other than the resident ambassador
(Comelis Haga) in Istanbul, consulates were opened at Aleppo (l6l2,Cornelis Pauw),77
Alexandria (1613 French Consul Gabriel Ferfoji?),tt Cyprus (1612, Jacobus Milis),7e
Ivlorea. Lepanto, Negroponte, Mezistre (1617. Dimitri Andrea),8o Venice (6 Novem-
ber 1614, Gillis Ouwerx),8' Genoa (1615, Nicolaes van Rhijn),8r and Zante (5 Decem-
ber 1618, LeonaertSteffenEngelbronner),83 Livorno (30 March 1612, Johan van Dael),8a

and in Sicily (12 July 16Il, Simon Le lvlaire)85.

As could be easily grasped from the above list of the Dutch consulates all over the
Mediten'anean, the achieving of capitulations from the Ottoman Empire provided an

immediate improvement of Dutch trade in the Mediterranean. Recognition of the Unit-
ed Provinces by the Ottoman Sultan proved the legitimacy of the Dutch state. Without
penetration into Ottoman markets, Dutch trade in the Mediterranean would not reach
to considerable volumes. Establishment of a network of consulates all around the
Mediterranean, only after the grant of capitulations by the Ottoman Sultan, made Dutch
commercial advance possible. Through this network, Dutch rnerchants could find rep-
resentatives, who would protect theirrights at the ports. Moreover, they could make
greater profits through loading and unloading at the intermediary ports before the final
destination.

During the first half of the Seventeenth Century Dutch exports to the Ottoman
potls consisted of precious metals, mostly silver coins, luxury items, and colonial prod-
ucts from East and West Indies.36 Some of the luxury goods were provided from
Italian ports by Dutch ships, which unloaded there. and loaded again for Ottoman

7o J. Israel. ibid.. p 98.

" Supp Turc I 18, docuements 87,88.89,90,97,98,99. l 18, 159. and 172.

" Supp Turc I 18. document I l-5.
to Supp Turc ll8, document l5l.
t" Supp Turc I 18. document 166.
s' Heeringa. ibid.,p 54
8r Heeringa. ibid., p 54
Er Heeringa, ibid., p 54
8' Heeringa. ibid., P 54

'5 Heeringa. ibid.. p 54
su M. Bulut. "The Role of the Ottomans and Dutch in the Commercial Integration Between the

LevantandAtlanticintheSeventeenthCentury",Journal of EconomicandSocial Hisrorvof the Orient.
4.5.2. (Leiden: 2402) 197 -230. p 21 5.
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markets. The composition of Dutch commercial activity began to change towards mid
- Seventeenth Century, Dutch ships now, were intensively loading raw materials from
the Ottoman ports, in return for their manufactured goods.87

After the Twelve Years Truce with Spain in 1609, the Dutch Republic was in need of
political accreditation within the international system. The grant of capitulations by the
Sultan provided a high prestige to the United Provinces. The Dutch Republic, now, hacl a
resident ambassador in Istanbul together with Venice, France and England. Other nations'
t'epresentatives were obviously very jealous for the highest respect shown to Haga. The
Dutch merchants got rid of the position of indebtedness and humiliation uis-a-vis the French
and the English. They could be freely sail under their own flag, and protected by their own
representative at the Porte. Furthermore, it would impose a psychological effect over the
enemies of the Netherlands that the Dutch ships and the Dutch merchants were under the
Ottoman protection.s8 This resulted with the immediate expansion of the Dutch network of
consulates. The impact of the quickening Dutch penetration of thelcvant frorn 1609 proved
quite a shock to their Venetian, French, and English rivals.

The States General appointed the Dutch consuls and issued their commissions.
The right to appoint consuls wherever the Dutch ambassador or the States General
considered suitable, was provided by the Dutch capitulations.8e They would also have
the right to dismiss a consul and appoint another one. Local authorities would not able
to intervene in the appointment of the consuls.

In the decisions of the States General, the consultation with the Levant merchants
was influential. The system of the payment to the consuls was a weak point. The
consuls in Aleppo, for instance, were entitled to the consulage,s but, from this sum,
they were also expected to pay the ordinary expenses of the consulate for gifts, avanias,
and etc. But the system did not work well in the Levant, where the consular costs
tended to be higher and more unpredictable than in the European ports. Consequently,
the rate of the consulage fee caused frictions between the merchants and the consul.
The merchants complained about the greed of the Dutch consul at Aleppo, Cornelis
Pauw, while Pauw stated that the factors were cheating him of declaring the commod-
ities as under-valued.er The frictions can be observed in the petitione? of the Levant
merchants in Amsterdam to the States General in i615:

" M. Bulut, ibid.. p 215.
88 ARA, Staten Generaal, 1.01.08 I 12593.11 "Min ba'd gemilerifiiizve bazirganlarthuz bi-btikt,e

hi-perva geltib gidiib ...".
Supp Turc I 18. documentTZ, pp 66-67, article 32, from original copy. which is available at ARA.

Staten Generaal. 1.01.08 / 12593.15. and l6: "ve i.skenderit,e t,e Tt'abltts$am ve Cezayir t,e Tttnrt.s t,e
C'e:avir-i Grtrb ve Mnrr iskelelerine ve gayrtlara lct'yin etdikleri konsoloslartn tebrliLectiib, verlerine 'lhulmetin 'uhdesinden geLiir ddemler ta'yttt ediib gdnderdikde, kimesne mdni' olmaya."

u" Konsolosluk hakh. in the Ottoman documents.
or Niels Steensgaard, "Consuls and Nations in the Levant from 1570 to 1650". Scandinavtan

Ecottontic Historv Reviev'. vol XV. (1967), l3-55. ,p32.
or Heeringa. ihid.. pp466-468: "De Genteene Ne gotiatilen Op De Levatil (Tt'Antsterdant) Aan De

Staalen Ge neraal'. N. Steensgaard. ibid.. p32.
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./ The Consul should be a scrupulous man, and must not carry on business on his

clwn account,
,/ A cottinro on the Venetian model ought to be established in the nation,
./ The consul should receive a fixed salary,

/ Gifts must only be made with the nation's approval, and they should be paid

from Lhe cottitno, as is done by the Venetians.
./ Other extraordinary expenses on the nation's behalf should be paid fl'om the

cottinlo 2s well, including the frequent gifts now being neglected on account of the

consul's economic situation,
,/ Should the cottimo not suffice in case of a large extraordinary expense, a

tutsa(special duty) as a large and as protracted as necessary should be imposed on

the members of the nation, only of course with the nation's consent,

,/ The consul will be shown due respect.

The first Dutch consul in Aleppo, Cornelis Pauw obtained the permission to col-

lect money, with the nation's consent to pay the extraordinary expenses, with his com-

mission of 30 June 1614. The consul on behalf of the merchants, and of the nation

residing there should greet the arrival of the newly appointed Ottoman officials through

pr.r.nL,ion of gifts. In February i616, the States General resolved that the costs of

such exp"nditures should be born jointly by the members of the nation.

Li[e the Levant merchants in Amsterdam, the Dutch ambassador at the Porte'

Haga had on several occasions recommended that a fixed duty like the Venetian cot-

tinio and tansae3 be imposed towards the payment of extraordinary expenses.oo

It appears that before 1621 the Dutch narion had a special treasury at its disposal

under the administration of two members of the nation.'r5 Cottimo was a 2 Vo duty on

all imporred goods, but at the end of 1620s this amount proved to be insufficient to

settle the extraordinary expenses, and in 1632 the special treasury had a debt of 6 -
7,000 Piastres, borrowed at I8 Vo per annum'e6

The extra costs had been paid by loans at high rates of interest, and accumulated

debts proved impossible to settle later. Nevertheless, the account could be settled with

a smooth solution. The debt of the treasury was taken over by the Directors of the

Levant Trade in Amsterdam, and in retum, they received the yield from an import duty

of 27o on all Levantine goods exported to the Netherlands'e7

At Aleppo, which remained the pre-eminent emporium of the Middle East through-

our the first half of the l7,r'century the change since 1609 was strikingly evident' In

July l6ll. the venetian consul at Aleppo reported home that the Dutch had become

much more formidable rivals that is since their truce with Spain and that in the last two

o. Tansa is the extraordinary duty ior the extraordinary QttQltta'\'

n' N. Steensgaard. ibid.. P 43.

"5 Heeringa. ibid.. P 546 and 563'

"6 Heeringa. ibid. p 536; N. Steensgaard' ibid" p 43'
n7 N. Steensgaard, ibid.. P 43'
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years many houses of the Dutch merchants had suddenly sprung at Aleppo. The sta-
tistics also confirm the Venetian consul's report.es

Table 3. Volume of the Levant Trade.

7604 1613

Venice

France

England

United Provinces

1,250,000

800,000

300,Ocx)

150.000

850,000

1,750,000

250,000

500,000

Source: J. lsrael. The Dutch Republic,o99.

According to the figures in 1604, the volume of the Dutch trade was a little more
then l/10 of Venice, and half of the English. Soon after the Dutch capitulations, in
1613, the Dutch trade was more than half of the Venetians, and twice as rnuch as the
English.

Before the grant of capitulations, on the eve of the departure of Haga, the Levant
merchants of Amsterdam had presented a report to the States General and they claimed
that the Levant trade had latterly emerged as one of the most vital plied by the Dutch
in any part of the globe. They also argued that their commerce with Anatolia, Syria,
Egypt.Cyprus, Aleppo, and Alexandria, as compared with that of the Dutch East India
Company (VOC) with the East Indies was in value and potentially more irnportant for
the future welfare of the Netherlands than the East India traffic.ee The report assured
the States General that the raw materials, such as silk, cotton, and mohair. rryhich were
indispensable to the manufacture of a wide range of luxury and middle quar lity textiles
in the west are abundant and cheap in the Levant.rm

In 1611, the volume of the Ducch Levant trade was around 4 million guilders
annually. which is slightly more than the Dutch East India traffic in value. ror It should

os J. lsrael. ibid., p 98.

'n "Memorie Betref,fende Den Levantschen Handel". Heeringa, ibid., p 429-431'. "f)e vaert endt'
handeI in kvantel is soo groot ende trffilijck, dat sijden Oostittdische passeen, uutgesevt dat cI'Oostindische
hctndel den conittck vatt Spaengien seer scltadelijck is in de trcgotien van sijn coninckrijckett ende in sijn
regie ringe"; J. Israel. ibid.. p 98.

iln Heet'in-Ea. ibid., p 430: "sij coopett op voorcoop en nwecken d.e prijsen van de catoenen: soo dit
dattfactorsvaneenigeconryattiensijrt,sullensijdebesteprijsenendedebestew,arenaen llaermeesrers

Seven ertde de slechte ende gesengde catoenen aen andere, 'tvvelckwel thien, waelfften hondert scheelt een
tne('r: .juc all deden .sij anders rtiet clan dat sij ltaer tttaesters schepetr affladen ettde lieten artdere liggerl'.
J. Israei. ibid.. p 99

rnl J. Israel.The Dutch Republic: Its Rise, Greatness, and Fall 1477-l998. (Oxf'ord: Clarendon
Press. 199-5) p 99.
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be noted that the Dutch East India Company had been established in 1602, and 9 years
has passed since then. In l6ll, the Dutch capitulations were not guaranteed yet. Fur-
thermore, Dutch Indian trade was run by the company (VOC), which rrronopolized
spice trade from east Indies, whereas there was not a Dutch Levant company yet. It
would be established in 1625.

The Amsterdam merchants went on, in their report that should the Dutch suc-
ceeded in achieving and consolidating, a considerable trade mastery in the Mediterra-
nean, comparable with what they had already achieved in the Baltic Russia, and the
East Indies, then a glowing future for Holland's textile towns - Leiden and Haarlem -
would be assured and the manufacturing towns of Frankfurt would be rnade depen-
dent on the Dutch entrepot for their supplies.r02

During the Golden Age of the Netherlands, Europe really became dependent on

the supplies provided by the Dutch shipping mechanism. The Baltic trade was an

immense source of revenue for the Netherlands. In 1600, 55Vo of the ships at Swedish
and Russian ports canied the Dutch flag. While l5 years later it was 6JVo. Until 1650,

for every ten Dutch ships to England, only one made opposite journey. It was practical-
Iy a one-way traffic. The near monopoly of commercial transportation of the Dutch in
Northern and Western Europe led to increasing international tension and in the end

Cromwell promulgated the famous "Navigation Act" in 1651.r03 According to the

Navigation Act, only English vessels could transport the goods to England. The wars

of 1652, and of 1665 followed.

During their brief period of success from 1609 to 1621, the Dutch merchants did
their best in the Levant in cotton trade. Annually 6,000 sacks of cotton (around 3

million lbs) were exported from Cyprus, of which English and Venetians were domi-
nanr before 1609. The Dutch quickly gained an ascendancy, ousting their rivals from
the scene.r0a The same is true for trade in Egypt.

It seems that according to the documents, the Dutch merchants were trading with
cash payment instead of paying the return cargo with the commodities they brought

from the Netherlands. The customs custodian in Cyprus was unhappy with this trade,

since he could not collect the customs duty from silver Lion dollars, Esedi GuruS in

Ottoman documents, and leeuwendaalders in Dutch.r05 Dutch capitulations exempt-

,n, Heeringa, ibid.,p42:"Tot noch is de meeste handle geweest ofte her principaeIste v(]n dien in de

caetoe trctr: dett handle vrijsijnde, sonden d'ottse conten irt de sijdehandelende ctntlere soorten van wurett.

... Dat rlenhandelvan grootimponatilie is, ... die sijde hatdelhier in't lant sijnde, vtllen cle nunefacteurerr

,teer t,ernrcerden, jae nten sal in corten tijt alle sijdewaren util dese lartderile Vrattckfoort ter nterckt

brengen, die nen daer ttu t,endaert haelt, gelijck geschiet ntet de specerien, door de veerl vun Oostittdien.

die dese landen hebben".
ror pnsl Zumther. Daily Life in Rembrandt's Holland,p29l.

'* J. Israel, ibid', P 99.

'o,SuppTurc ll8,document9'."NederlandatdyifesiCezire-iKbns'abirdffimeta'getirtibandan
sonra getirnevtib her sene ziyade gurlt$ getiriirler ve meta' alub giderler. Bu canibe getirdiikleri ancak

gttt.ttscltrr; her vilzde iig guruS taleb olundukda ta'alliil eyleviib Asitane-i sa'adete 'arz olunmaymca

t,ertne:iiz deyiib".
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ed the precious metals from customs duty to eliminate scarcity of coins in the Ottoman
markets. The mentality of the customs custodian is compatible with the Ottoman eco-
nomic rnind, which suppoft "economy of plenty", rather than "mercantile economy".
The Ottoman authorities prornoted the imports to provide abundance in supplies with
cheap prices, and at the same time enabled the flow of cash to the imperial treasury
through customs duties. As a result of this economic approach the Indian goods flood-
ed the Ottoman markets especially from early 17'r'century onwards. According to the
estimate of the Venetian bailo, the Sultan's treasury alone earned an annual income of
half a million gold pieces from the Indian trade.r0('

Toward the end of the l7'r' century, the unusual growth of imports signaled the

beginning of a crisis in Ottoman economy, which caused great concern among the

Ottoman authorities.'ot The famous Ottoman historian Naima has emphasized the
hazard of the flow of Ottoman cash to the other countries. He stated that it was not
wise for the sovereigns to incline for glory to the Iuxurious goods, imported from abroad
and went on indicating that the goods manufactured within the country rnust be pre-
ferred, so that money is not dispersed outside the Ottoman territories.ros Naimd distin-
guished t.he commerce of the West Europeans with the merchants of Russia. He praised

the bilateral transactions of Europeans, since they imported high volume of clothes, but
alscl loaded wool, mohair, gallnuts, alum, and brought and unloaded Lion dollars to Izmir
(Smyma) and other Ottoman ports, while the Muscovite merchants imported luxurious
furs, but never spent their money to the goods manufactured in the Ottornan territo-
ries.roe Naimd complained about the flow of enormous cash for the goods imported
from India. He indicated that although treasures were spent for these goods, the Indi-
ans bought nothing from the Ottoman lands. The customs duties collected from the

imports were more hazardous to the treasury, ratherthan its benefits. In this manner.
the world's wealth was accumulated in India. The same is true for Yemen because of
her coffee exports.rro

rfr Halil Inalcrk, "The Ottoman Cotton Market and India: the Role of Labor Cost in Market
Competition", The Midd.Le East and the Balkans Under the Ottoman Empire. (Bloornington: Indiana

University, 1993) p 272.

'"' Halil inalctk, ibid.. p 272.

"'sTarilr-i Naim0 (Rav:atti'l-Husct,n Fi Hiilci:;citi Ahburi'l-Hci/ikevn), vol lV, (lstanbrul: l28lH). p

293: "ahat' det,letten hastl olan ,seref ve ihti$amct miite'llik esydya ragbet etnrek pcidisahluru mtikul
degilclir kiunlantr ralheti ile revaQ hulub mentleketin niikud ve emvali ol meta'sebebiyle altar tnentlekete

gitne.ve. Eken,a kendi memlekelinde hasrl olatt tuha/'enttiaya ragbet elrnek kizrmdtrki ntctl hariQ yere

dagilmcwa; sciiereden emtia getinib /i)ruht edenler aldtklan meblagt bitad-i istamil.ye mahs{rlinclen kendiilere

lazmt eSyaya verirlerse det,r-i daim akga yine memlekelte kalmry olttr"; i.H. Uzunqar;tlt, Osrn anlt Tarihi,

vol II, (Ankara: TTK) p 692: H. inalcrk, ibid.,p773,
lm NaimA. ibid., p 293: "Efrenc tdifesi gok kumas getiriib bilad-i islamiyye'den yapafu ve tiftik ve

tnazt t)e ;ap gibi $eyler alttb sefine ile memlu Esedl eltunrt izmir ve Payas ve Sayda ve iskenderil,e

i.slcelelerinde boSaldub etraf-i ntemalike tevzf'ohtnur Antma Moskov diydnndan gelen samur ve sair

envo-i :i-kr.t,met ktirklere t,erilen akqayl ol meld[n memalik-i Islami),e'nin meta'tna sorfetntezler".

'r" Naim0.. ibid.. p 293-294: "Kezalik Hind nteta'lartttu bu kudar hazine, entvol gider, Hindliler
ntentcilik-i O.ytttcinive'den bir,sev a/ntazlar, Bunlardan gtinriik altnntak fdidesi tmntndct oIan zarar-i
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Dutch Trade in Aleppo
The Dutch merchants achieved relatively less impressive progress in the Aleppo

trade, where the main commercial item was Persian raw silk.rrr In early l7'r,century
the Dutch were only recently beginning to challenge the trading powers of the Levant"
For instance. until 1599, there was no direct contact between the Dutch entrepot and
the commercial centers of the Levant. Cotton from Cyprus, mohair yam fr-om Ankara.
Ionian curTants, and Near Eastern raw silk reached Amsterdam in Dutch vessels in
1590s, but the ships were loaded at Venice and the goods were consigned by Venetian
merchants.r12 In 1599 the English ambassador Henry Lello reported to Sir Robert
Cecil his worries about the commercial activities of the Dutch in the Levant, but for the
time being, he had seen no danger to prohibit them.r13

The Dutch negligence of Aleppo can be explained with the lack of Dutch manu-
facturing for fine goods. The Dutch produced no fine or medium quality rwoolen cloth,
the most demanded item in the Ottoman markets. The Venetians in the Levant held the
trade of clothes. made from Spanish wool. With their cheaper woolen cloths, the En-
glish were trying to undermine the commercial position of the Venetians. The Dutch,
on the other hand, possessed no textile product, which was sold in the Levant and were
forced to affect their purchases at Aleppo and elsewhere with Spanish silver.tt+ 11r.
lower quality of the Dutch clothes was indicated in the joint petition of the French and
Venetian ambassadors to the Sultan, when they heard Haga came to achieve grant of
the Dutch capitulations, in l6Iz.tts

The Levant merchants of Amsterdam were aware of the fact that the silk trade in
Aleppo was predominantly in the hands of the Venetians and the French. r r 6 The Dutch
recognized that it would be very difficult to capture the mastery of the Levant trade from
the Venetians and the French. France and Italy, with their more developed si lk industries,
had the advantage of a greater domestic demand for raw silk than the Dutch.

The Dutch world trade supremacy can be classified in two phases:
./ Phase One: 150 - i609
'/ Phase Two: 1609 - 162l

nta'net,ite degmez. iradlart sok, bildd-i dhara adem-i ihtivacla masraflan yok nrenzilesinde olmagla
cliin1,6n1n malt Hind'de ve kahvesi sebebiyle Yenten'de cem'olub mtitemevvilleri I{arun'a mu'adil
olmtrslardtr"; i.H. Uzungargrh , ibid., p 692: H. inalcrk, ibid., p 272.

rrr J. Israel , ibid., p 99.

'lr J. Israel . ibid., p 54.
I ir Heeringa , ibid.. p I 69: "The Fflenuning,s nwrcltctnts doe be gintte to t rade irilo these coltn t re\tes, v,hiclt

u'ill cleane subvert ours, although it be now but littLe worth, vet seing tltere in noe nteanes to prohibit Ihent."
It' J. Israel . ibid.. p -55--56.
,,, Supp Turc ll8. document 189: "1,'e q'uka getirdikleritrcle ktilli:trrer oldugu cluhl bai.t buelur ki

Flanclru'nrrt qukasr e),li Quka degil. Selanik ve Edirne ntisli olub lakin safah bir mikdar :ivade olmaglct

herkes Frengi gukndr deyu anlura diiSiib Selanik ve Edirne'nin re'ayast sebeb-i mct'fsetleri ve krir [i
kisbleri munkati' olub tilccar-i harb[1'e sebeb-i kuvvet-i salabet ve padisahtn re'ayustna bd.is-i za'af ve

inhizant oldufiu hod ma'lim-i Serffdir".
l16 J. lsrael . ibid.. P 99.
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The Twelve Years Truce was the turning point for Dutch hegemony in the world
trade. From 1590 to 1609, the Dutch shipbuilding industry played the decisive role in
Dutch supremacy. The fluits orflyboat, developed in the 1590s, built to suit the bulk
trades of the relatively safe waters of the Northern Europe, could sacrifice speed,
maneuvel'ability and defense to maximum cargo and space and easy handling, and

therefore cheaply operated by small crews. They were also cheap to build, because

they were sirnple.rrT The industrial superiority of the Dutch in ship-building was con-
fessed by the Venetian and French ambassadors in their joint petition to the Sultan in
16I2. il8

Cornbined with the militarily and strategical advantageous position of the United
Provinces after 1590, the Dutch merchants began to invade the markets all over the

world. When the Spanish army of Flanders under the command of Farnese marched
into France to intervene in the CivilWar in France, leaving only skeleton forces to face

the Dutch troops, the Dutch launched first full scale offensive in 1591. In seven years,

the United Provinces had not only secured and doubled its territories, but had ernerged

as a European great power in terms of its military and naval strength.'re

During the first phase of development (from 1590 to 1609), the Dutch role in the

rich trades of the Mediterranean had been greatly confined to supplying linen, rnys,
and Russian luxury good of furs, caviar, and leather to Italy. In the Levant, however,
the Dutch enter,prise had been marginal and considerably less significant than that of
the English. In this period, the Dutch lacked the textiles and spices needed for a wider
role.'tu Because, for centuries, spices had been the major element in determining the

balance of commercial power in the Mediterranean. In Northern Europe, the Dutch
merchants who purchased from Lisbon, were dominant as early as 1590s. But, in the

Mediterranean, it was still the Genoese, buying at Lisbon, and the Venetians, buying at

Aleppo, dominated the markets.r2r

According to the list of the 85 Dutch ships, which came to Venice during the 16

months period from September l6l5 toDecember 1616, and registered by the Dutch
consul there, two of them carried cotton from Cyprus, another two from Istanbul car-

ried wools and yarns, two from Tunisia with hides, wool, and amber, one from Algeria
with raw silk.

In the second phase from 1609 to 1621, the Dutch merchants displaced the En-

glish, and the predominance of the Italians and French in the Mediterranean. In this

period. the share of the English merchants in the Levant trade suddenly slurnped under

rhe impact of the Dutch. Because, the English could not compete with Dutch shipping,

"?RalplrDavis,TheRiseof AtlanticEconomies.(lthaca: Comell U.Press. 1984)p l8l.
,'* Supp Turc ll8, document 189: "sanatlart ise gemicilikdir Fakirler iken mahalLi nterkfintu

kere.ste veri alub hezdr getniler yapmala ve sanatlan olnm$la nice gemiler pevda ediib niirtir ve ubir
eyleyen tiiccar taifesinin emvdl-i ercaklan t e Earet etmeleri [ileJ miln'im ve ashab-i mal olnruSlardu'' .

l'n J. Israel, ibid., p 40.

'rn J. f srael. ibid., p 100.
,:, J. Israel. ibid.. p 56.
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their cheap fl'ight rates, their access to Spanish silver, their range of cornmodities of-
fered, or their superiority in the distribution of pepper and spices. Nevertheless, the
English ec lipse would be brief and would end in 1621.t22

During phase two, the Dutch had rapidly expanded their commerce with the en-
tire Mediterranean world from the Straits to Aleppo. Lower shipping charges, access
to Iberian fine goods and silver, and mastery of the spice trade had provided the Dutch
to develop in the Meditenanean trade at the expense of the Venetians, French and
English. '2''

Directors of the Dutch Levant Trade
By 1620, the Dutch commercial activity in the Meditenanean achieved an over-

whelming ascendancy. However, in 162I, the flourishing phase of Dutch activities in
the end carne to an abrupt end. The Dutch trade with Algeria collapsed. The loss of
access to Iberian peninsula, the doubling of Dutch freight charges for voyages to Italy
within a matter of months, and the Genoese policy of discouraging contact under the
Spanish pressure depressed all sections of Dutch Mediterranean frade. t2a

In 1623, Haga reported to the States General that all the subsidiary branches of
the Dutch Levant trade had declined, and Dutch commerce with Alexandria, Cairo,
Smyrna, and Istanbul was under complete ruin. Furthermore, Dutch trade in Egypt and
Palestine ceased.r25 If immediate measures were not taken, the decline in the volume
of Dutch trade in the Levant would continue. It was also clear that rather than individ-
ual efforts, an organized and central attempt was necessary to revive the trade in the
Levant.

Under these circumstances, the Amsterdam merchant elite appealed to the States
of Holland in I 625 to request urgent assistance. In their petition, the merchants stated
that because of the war with the king of Spain on the one hand, and the charters
granted to East and West India Companies (V.O.C. and W.I.C.) on rhe other, rrade
with the Levant declined. "As a result of the decline of the naval traffic to Italy, the
trade with the Ottoman ports also went down, except for a few locations", the mer-
chants indicated.r26

Taking into account the dispatch of Haga, and the appeal of the Arnsterdam mer-
chant elite, the States General set up the organization of the Dutch Levant trade. on 25

'rt J. Israel. ibid.. p l0l.
'tr J. Israel, ibid., p 150.
lrn J. Israel. ibid., p 150.

'r'' Heeringa, ibid., p 498: "waerdoor de trafi,jcquen van onse natie op Alexandria, Gran Cayro,
Sninw, ende Constantinopolen l'eenemael gerui'neert sijn gewerden, sulcx dat ick sinder twee jaeren
hent'aerts van alle deselvige plaetsen Seene rechlen en heb genoten. ... Wat rut aengaet de laster van de
protectie van der landen ondersalen, ick moet alomnrc in Smirna, Scio, Patas ende verscheyden andere
huvens, 56s vafi Morae als Archipelago de consuls, onderlrcuden ende de Nederlantsche schippers ende

cont,\,s(tt, voor ulle andere vreentde nalien of vrachten vaerettde, doen protecleren, soncler daervon een

pctttrittck tot subsidie vatt de ortkoslen te genielen".
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June 1625, "Directeltren van den Levantschen Handel ende de Novigatie op de

M iddelands che Zee" (Directors of the Levant Trade and of Navigation to the Medi-
terranean),t=t to reside in Amsterdam. The Directors of the Levant Trade would act

not as a cornpany with a monopoly, but as a board of control and advice.r28 The

Dire*orate r.vould act as the representative body of the Dutch commerce in the Med-
iterranean. Among its main tasks was correspondence with the States' ambassador at

the Porte and the Dutch consuls in various ports of the Levant and Barbary.

The Dutch Levant Directorate was not established as an organization of a com-

mercial cornpany as the English Levant Company or the Dutch East India Company
(VOC) to irnpose a monopoly over trade in the Levant. The Directorate conducted no

trade in the Levant on its own behalf. It functioned, rather, as a bridge between the

government and the merchants to keep up the network of Dutch consulates in the

Mediterranean. Its basic mission was to act as a political and administrative platform
for the elite merchants who dominated the Dutch trade in the Mediterranean. The

Directors had a considerable influence on Dutch foreign policy as well. For this pur-

pose, they rnaintained an agent at the Porte.r2e Neveftheless, according to Niels Steens-

gaard, even though the Directorate appears from the coi-respondence that it fulfilled an

important task as a coordinating link between the various parties, the Directorate al-

ways remained a lose organization.r30

The cornmercial volume of the Dutch trade could not fluctuate upwards soon by

this measure. Venetian merchants began to cover their losses in the Levant markets.

The Thirry Years War and the change in the trade routes inland Europe played a

decisive role at this shift. Before 1625, an important portion of the Levant goods im-

poned to the Netherlands, especially cotton from Cyprus, and Egypt, had been re-

exported up the Rhine to Frankfurt, LJIm, and other German textile towns. But, then,

the flow 6f cotton to the German markets was shifted to its pre-1609 route, being

shipped to Venice by naval vessels, and then re-exported to Germany via overland.r3r

So, from 1625 onwards, the Venetians recovered their ground in Egypt, Syria, and

Anatolia. Together with England, the Venetians shared the colrlmercial supremacy in

the Levant with the Engiish from l62l to mid l7'h century.

'ro Heeringa, ibid., p 504-505: "Verthoonen inaller ghedienstigheyd de coopluyden, inwoonders der

stede van Aemsteldamme, die de volghende requeste ondergeteeckent hebben, hoe dat sij 't sederteenighe

jaren herwaerts, eensdeels door de oorloghen, die dese landen met den coningh van Spagni'en vocren,

andersd.eels cloor de vergunde octroyen aen de Oost - ende West - Indische compagnidn, sich versteken

e nrle ontblo6l t,inden van allen handelinghen, conffiterci?n ende trafiquen, txlghetrcnten op de plaetsert

,etr 't ttcrstelande ende e.vlanden, in de M iddalandse :.ee ende in de Archipelago ligghencle. vctrt welcke dan

noch. alsoo de hcatdel op ltaliiirt heeL sLecht valt, de traffelixte ende voornaemste is de negot icttie op Aleppo

itt Soria",

',t B. Arr. ibid.. p 18.
lrt Bosscha Erdbrink. Ottoman-Duch Relations. p 10.

r:e 4. De Groot, ibid" P 735-
rro N. Steensgaard' ibid-' P 48.

'''' J. Israel. ibid.. P 152.
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The Ottoman commercial policy of open-door and free import for "economy of
plenty" i n its domestic markets resulted with drastic changes in the first quarter of the
l7'r'century'Together with already existing Venetians, French, and English as the
major commercial actors, the involvement of the Dutch in the Levant converted the
nature of the Ottoman production from manufacture to supplier of raw rnaterials ro the
Westem rnerchants. There were already no export-oriented or organized international
manufacturers in the Ottoman local markets. The Western fabrics, particularly woolen
clothes I high volumes flooded the Ottoman markets. The Ottoman local producers
became export-oriented raw materials suppliers, particularly silk (Iranian and domestic
production). cotton, mohair yarn (from Ankara), and wool. The treasury was hoppy
with the arnount of customs duties flowing from European merchants' commercial
activities in its territories. The treasurer was only concerned with the arnountof the
cash collected for the treasury, rather than the balance of payments, nor foreign trade
deficits. In those days, the Ottoman authorities did not perceive the economy in the
mentality of mercantile considerations, but in the requirements of econorny of plenty.
The basic difference between the Ottomans and rnercantilists was that in the West an
nation's economy was conceived globally like that of a corporation, with attention to
the aggregate balance in favor of the country.'32

For the payment of the raw materials, the foreign merchants needed cash. The
more raw materials exported, the more precious metals penetrated into the Ottoman
markets. Not only the Dutch, but also the English, the French, and the Venetian mer-
chants transported Dutch Lion dollars (leeuwendaalders, in Dutch, and Esedi Gttrus
in the Ottoman documents) in huge amounts. In the l Ttr' century the circulation of Lion
dollars in the Ottoman markets was so wide that the Ottoman authorities had to issue
official decrees settle the parity of the Lion dollars vis-d-vis the Ottoman Piastres. The
flow of precious metals also affected the depreciation of its currency in the Nether-
lands. Actually, the Dutch experienced monetary troubles endemic throughout the l7,r'
century, and before the reforrns of the '80s and '90s, were unable to prevent the
deterioration of their own currency. The precious rnetals, which flowed into Amster-
dam so freely and briskly, flowed out again as freely and nearly as briskly.rsl

In the export of precious metals to the other countries, the Exchange Bank of
Amsterdam was functional. Founded in 1609 as an exchange bank, and administered

under the supervision of the city, until 168 I, its activities were confined to exchange

and deposit banking. At its foundation, the bank had been required to cany on its
business in the best and heaviest coins at their legal values. Since much of the curen-
cy was of foreign origin and cornmonly of inferior weight or fineness, the bank money
had become almost wholly a money of account. Ceftain of the old heavy coins, howev-

er, had achieved popularity in other lands and extensively exported by merchants for

rrr HaJil inalcrk, An Economic and social History of tlrc Ouonun Empire, p. 49.
l-1r Violet Barbour, Capitalism in Amsterdarn in the Seventeeth Century, (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins

Press. 1950) P -5 I'
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use in trade. The Lion dollars of Holland was highly prized in the scales of the Le-
vant.r:ta

Concl usion
The importance of Dutch Levant trade declined towards the end of the firsr quar-

ter of rhe Seventeenth century. It was inevitable because of the shift of the major trade
routes frorn Levant to the Atlantic. The monopoly of the Dutch East India Company
over spice trade ruined the old spice route. From then onwards, the Levant became

only a supplier of raw materials to the European markets. The importance of the
Levant was not totally disappeared, but it was no more on the transit trade routes. The
Levant was still an important and enormous market for the clothes, spices, and luxuri-
ous items , and a supplier of raw materials. The Ottoman army provided strategical war
materials from Amsterdam and England. Gunpowder, lead, steel, tin was basicly pur-
chased f,rom these two Northern countries.

The documents, which were evaluated in this article, provided us detailed infor-
mation about the background of granting comprehensive capitulations. The previous
French and English capitulations were only known by the dispatches of the Venetian

bailos, while in this case, the development of the events, the negotiations, the grant of
capitulations, and afterwards could be followed from Ottoman, Dutch, English and
Venetian archival materials.

Thanks to the register book of Haga, which include all the official and personal

correspondence of the Sultan, the States General, the Viziers, and even $eyhi.ilislam,
we could obtain information in dept. When supported by the dispatches of Venetian

bailos from all over the European capitals, and the archival documents from the Dutch
capital, we are to get an overall opinion about the Dutch capitulations. Especially the

letters of the Ottoman local authorities to the Porte are very important to observe the

approaches of Ottoman officials vis-d-vis granting of capitulations under new condi-
tions.

t44
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