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n this article, early periods of Ottoman-Dutch
relations will be handled. The process of Durch
independence from Spain will be followed by
Dwrch naval superiority in che 17 century. After the es-
rabiishment o fust diplomatic and commercial relations,
-apitulations weo granted to the Dutch Republic and
rhese capitulations were renewed according to the new
zonditions. In the last part, a list of the Dutch ambassa-

dor in Istanbu’ il early eighteenth cencury is given.

HISTORY OF DUTCH
SWIETEM CENCE
Cecublic, which was a great commerci-
.enrury, had gained its independence af-
ter a series i battles. The Netherlands, at chat rime, was
a province of Spain. It consisted of today’s Necherlands,
plus the Flemish area which included Northern Belgi-
uit. Provinces of the Netherlands were officially estates
of i duke ¢+ Bur,-undy. An atmosphere of freedom co-
ild be obscoved i the Netherlands, as compared to ot-
ver uropean res. Winds of Renaissance and Huma-
nism na. scatterea among the well educated bourgeoisie
in the Netherlands. “erchants of Antwerp, who had clo-
se commercial relavions with Germany, distributed che
writings of i icher

Emperor Charles V, who was born in the city of
Gheant, in Belgium today, was anxious about the spread
of idolatry in his own country, and after the excommuni-
cation of Lucher in 1521, he confiscated all books of Lut-
her in che Netherlands. His second step was to bring the
Spanish Inquisitions to the Netherlands. After two peop-
~ le were burned to death in 1523 in Brussels, death orders
were given for all che followers of Lucher. However, all

these measures were unable co prevent the spread of Luc-

heranism. According to some predictions, - of the popu-
lation 1n Antwerp in 1530’s had aéiopted Luther’s ideas.!
After 1550s, Calvinism had penetrated into the low
lands through Genoa, and rapidly spread, despite the he-
avy punishmencs of che Dutch Inquisition The low
lands were the richest among rhe terricories of the empe-
ror. According to the Venetian reports of 1559, the Net-
herlands was the treasury of Spanish king, who defended
Christianity, against the Turks and other heretics.?
Delegation of the throne by Charles V to Philip II
in 1555 did not stop the oppreszions. Philip JT perceived
Protestanism as an uprising aga:mst his sovereignty and
decermined to destroy ii. So, he ook the first measures
to establish a direct rule in the Netherlands. The Flemish
area was given under the rule of Count Egmeant; Holland,
Zeeland, and Utrecht was to William of Orange.’ In
1529 Philip II went to Spain from the Netherlands and
had left the illegitimate daughter of charles V, Margaret
as regent. As a result of the decision to have three arch-
bishops and fourteen bishops 1n the Netherlands the ten-
sion had risen and “icon rebellion” had exploded.* Alcho-
ugh he had the chance, prince William did not take the

lead of the separacist Calvinists during this rebellion.

The uprising spread everywhere, and Margarer de-
manded an oath of loyalty to the Emperor. When Willi-
am refused the oach, Margaret marched towards che re-
bels in Antwerp and defeated them. The leader of the re-
bels, Brederode and later William had to flee Germany.
But Philip IT did not give up his harsh rule. In 1567, he
sent Duke of Alva with an army to unite all the Nether-
lands under one kingdom, Brussels being the capital.
Bur the harsh measures and che rerror of the duke furt-
hered the discontent.
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After the death of Brederode one year later, Willi-
am remained as che only leader. Buct hus firsc bactles aga-
inst Alva did not bring any result. Thus, against the Spa-
aish, William had decided to support the corsairs. First
of all, the corsairs occupied the port city of Brill, and
then took all Norchern ports one after anocher. Actually,
William was not pleased wich the fanatic corsairs. The
corsairs had esrablished a safe, but a merciless rule, plun-
dered the churches, killed the priests, and changed the

Catholic judges wich the Calvinists.

The Spanish forces moved towards the Norch and
in 1573 sieged Haarlem. After six months, Haarlem
surrendered. Nevertheless, the Spanish were in diffi-
culty. Having been in war in the Mediterranean wich che
Crromans, Philip IT could not meet the expenses of a se-
cond front. Since no money was paid to the soldiers for
a long time, his army returned to Antwerp and refused
to fighe unal cheir wages were paid. When they were
paid in 1574, the army marched again, and chis time si-
eged Leiden. When no other solution could be found, af-
ter long discussions, the Dutch authorities accepted to
demolisly che walls which blocked sea waters. When the
sea waters flooded everywhere, Spanish troops were trap-
ped in the mud and panicked. They had to withdraw as
defeated.

However, the conflicts berween the Cacholics and
the Protestants did not come to an end. Souchern aristoc-
rats declared loyalty to Philip II and Roman Catholic
Church 1n January 1579 in Arras. A unity, composed of
ten provinces was also established. Two weeks later seven
provinces established another unity in the Norch (United
Provinces). Later, Prince William was brought to the he-
ad of this unity. Being unable to defear him on the batt-
lefield, Philip declared William as illegal in 1580, wich
heavy religious and political accusations.® Alchough
Prince William had refused all chese accusations and de-
fended himself, 25000 golden pieces were promised for
his head, alive or dead. In che end, in 1584, he was assas-
sinated in Delft.”

Establishing correspondence wich Turks was among
che accusacions. It seems char like the Queen of England
Elizabech, Prince William requested help from the Octo-
man sultan, who was the only power capable o fight
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against Spain, at that nime. Correspondence was achieved
secretly through Joseph Nassi.® Nassi was employed by
Stleyman the Magnificient and Selim. Before his depar-
cure for Iscanbul, William had given a leccer to Nassi in
1569, who was active in banking in Antwerp co provide
the support of the Octoman sultan in cheir fighe againse
Philip 1.7 Nassi was the consulrant of the Otroman sta-
te. He discussed the Durch revole with Ottoman scates-
man. Consequencly, The Ottoman sultan had sent a let-
ter co che Lucherans in Flemish and other Spanish pro-
vinces and promised his support in their fight against
idolarry and the Catholics.'” In the same manner, Ortro-
man Grand Vizier had sent a similar letter to promise
support to the Mushms in Spain, who complained abourt
Spanish oppression '

The Spanish religious oppression was so heavy that
the phrase * Liever Tuks dan Paaps” had become a slogan
among the people.!? However the Lepanto disaster for
the Ottoman navy in 1571 prevented the Ottoman state

to 1nvolve in overseas operations.

DUTCH WORLD TRADE HEGEMONY

Towards the end of Middle Ages, the world crade
centre was Venice. After 1500's, Antwerp had gained a
relative importance. Although the Spanish invasion of
Antwerp in 1585 provided a short period of revival to
Genoa, Amsterdam had become the world trade centre. !
Then, che Venetian commercial hegemony in the Medi-
terranean had come to an end. The rapid development of
rhe Netherlands was partially realised by the Dutch tech-
nological innovations in ship building."

Until 1580's, while the southern provinces were ac-
tive in transportation of valuable goods, banking, and in-
surance, Zeeland and Northern Holland were busy with
small businesses. Big merchaants, cextile products, ware-
houses, luxurious items, and the capital centre was 1n
Antwerp. Bur after the uprising against Spain in 1572,
most of the wealthy merchants had transterred cheir bu-
sinesses out of the country. It is nor a coincidence cthat re-
gular English naval trade had started after 1570's."” At
che beginning, the merchanes in Antwerp were dealing
wich incermediary activicies for spice exports of Lisbon.
!

cloth merchancs of London, and ITralian anc German ex-
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porcers. After 1550's, Antwerp's own trade has develo-
ped. Merchants in Ancwerp had begun to operate antre-
pots of neighbouring exporters. As a result of chis rapid
development, Antwerp had become the commercial
centre for Europe. But, the Spanish invasion of 1585 and
Philip’s declaration of embargo against the Dutch goods
and Ducch naval cransport has shifted chis commercial
centre to Amsterdam. From then onwards, the capital
cencre of Europe and che richest market of the world was

Amscerdam.

After 1590's, the Netherlands had developed ra-
pidly. The Dutch commercial world hegemony could be
possible with her direct naval access to African, Asian,
Russian and American markets. To the places that cheir
ships could nor reach, chey senr inrermediary merchanes
to buy the raw materials from clie source. They could pay
higher. prices than local merchants could pay. Consequ-
ently, from early seventeenth century onwards, che
Dutch commercial superiority was composed of far dis-
tance trade, storing, productive manufacturing techni-
ques, and speculative trade ' It could achieve develop-
ment by her triple centres European commercial goods,

shipping and eadership 1 capical markecs.!

EARLY COMMERCIAL RELATIONS

Ottoman state was busy with internal turmoil and
foreign threats in the late sixteenth century. At the sa-
me time the Ottoman state was trying prevent disposal
of the Venetian navy by the Pope who led Crusades,
through granting capitulations to Venice. After the Ot-
roman naval defeat ar Lepanto in 1571 when Venetian-
Spanish-Papal coalition formed a big threat to the vital
Ottoman interests in the Mediterranean, Ottoman aut-
horities felt it necessary to establish new alliances from
the Christian World.'® Before the naval expedicion to
the island of Cyprus, comprehensive capitulations were
already granted to France in 1569. It was followed by
diplomatic contacts wich England, and then wich the
Netherlands. In these relations, the naval superiority of

these powers over Venice has plaved an important role.

Venetian galleys were easy targets for English breto-

nis,"which were heavily armed with bronze and sceal
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guns.

After che attempt of Prince William during the
Dutch rebellion against Spanish invasion o get che Ot-
7

l certain Coneaces were

toman support by Joseph Nassi,’
achieved by travellers and by Mediterranean merchants
individually. These were the merchants who migrated to
the Necherlands after Spanish invasion of Ancwerp. Wich
a great possibility, the’ first merchants were Daniel van
der Meulen and Jacques de la Faille who came with the-
ir own ship to che Ottoman territories. The information
given by these merchants was chat Levant trade was very
profitable.”2 In 1598, the Durch merchants obrained per-
mission from French king Henry IV to make crade in the
Ottoman ports.®? At chat time the Necherlands did not
have her own capitulations. The first Dutch convoy,
composed of 10 ships loaded with gold, and spices, ar-
med wich heavy guns, sailed for Ottoman ports in
1609.%% In a lecter dated 1611, Levant merchants in
Amsterdam emphasised that Levant trade would be the
most importaat area of activity for the Dutch merchants
Furthermore, trade with Turkey, Cyprus, Egypr, and Ae-
gean islands was pocentially more favourable for their in-
cerests than naval traffic by che Dutch East India Com-
pany. It was also stated chat the scurces of raw marerial,
like silk, cotton, and mchair were inevitable for luxuri-

ous textile in che west.?

ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC
RELATIONS AND CAPITULATIONS

Continuos attacks of Algerian corsairs to the Ducch
ships had forced the States General to establish direct
contact with the Ottoman state. According to Arcus
Thomas, the reason of Dutch application to Ottoman
sulran for diplomatic contact was disappearance of Dutch
ships, their cargo and crew. Thomas also indicate the
Durch willingness to provide safe naval traffic in the Me-
diterranean and free trade in Ottoman ports through an
alliance with the Otcoman sultan.®® In 1604 States Ge-
neral?’ had already sent a letter to Ottoman sultan Ah-
med I to ask for permission for trade in Syria. This was

noc replied soon, but in 1610, a lerter was sent by che

“Ortroman admiral. In chis lecter, the intention of che sul-

tan ro permit the Durch merchancs o cravel under cheir
own flags was also emphasised.
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In establishing Otcoman-Ducch relacions, Halil
Pasha, who occupied the position of grand admiral, pla-
yed a crucial role. In his leccer co che Dutch authorities,
the will of the sultan to admic a Dutch ambassador in Is-
tanbul was indicated. Afrer long discussions, the states
General has decided to appoint Cornelis Haga, a member
of a prominent Ducch family, as ambassador to Istanbul.
Haga was a young lawyer from Schidam, Rocterdam. In

1609, the Netherlands had signed a 12 years truce wich
Spain. Soon afrerwards, in 1610, a commercial treaty was
signed with Morocco, an Islamic country.?? States Gene-
ral did not want the discussions wich the Ottoman Em-
pire to be perceived by Spain as an alliance vis-a-vis Spa-
in. Thus, the mission of Haga was declared as a simple

visit to enfranchise Dutch slaves.

The possibility of the Dutch capitulations to be
granted by the Ottoman state alarmed che English and
French ambassadors in Iscanbul. They spent great effort
to prevent acknowledgement of Haga by rhe Ottoman
Sultan Ahmed I. These two ambassadors attempted to
persuade the Otcoman stacesmen that the Necherlands
was not an independent state, but a province of Spain,
and added that such a coalition would put the Ottoman
sultan in difficuley.?® French ambassador Achille de Har-
ley wenr further, and 1n return for prevencion of a possib-
le Dutch capitulations, offered ten chousand gold pieces
as a bribe to the Ottoman statesmen.?!

Thirey years ago, when English capitulations were
granted, the French ambassador had also created great
difficulty. At that time, French ambassador had claimed
that according to French capitulations, except for Veni-
ce, all other non-Muslim countries merchants would sail
under the French flag. When the English capitulations
were renewed in 1601, protection of Dutch merchants
was given to the English.’? This created a big conflict
and rivalry between the Dutch and English ambassadors
at the Porte. Both French and English ambassadors were
insistent on the right of their flags for other non-Muslim
countries. The right of flag, and chus, che most favoured
nation clause changed hand many times berween the

French and the English for ten years.”’

Despite the adverse propaganda by the Dutch and
the English ambassadors, wich the support of grand ad-

'S

miral Halil Pasha, Corneliz Haga was admirced by Sul-

tan Ahmed I, on May 1 1612.5" According to the Otro-
man protocol, the most importanc event for an ambassa-
dor was ro be accepted by the Ocroman sultan perso-
nally. His king's letcer and the gifts broughe by the am-
bassador were presented to the sultan with a greac cere-
mony.%¢

Two months later, the first Ducch capitulation was
delivered to Haga, dated Evai/-i C.evvel 1021/1612.%7 As
in the case of French and English capitulations, it was al-
so a unilateral document, not a bilateral treaty. Accor-
ding to that document, che Ducch ships had the right to
freely visic the Otroman ports with their own flag, and
freely make trade. From then onwards, the French merc-
hants had two hig rivals in Otroman :erritories; English
and the Ducch. Througl granuug capiculations first to
England and then to the Necherlands, the Porte had ex-
pected certain political benefits. Both of them were the
rising powers of the Protestant world. The Netherlands
would Be a natural ally against the common enemy, Spa-
in. Nevercheless, after her 12 year truce wich Spain 1609,
the Netherlands had preferred only commercial and eco-
nomic cooperation. Butr, Dutch naval superiority had
greatly influenced Halil Pasha and the Ottoman state.
The strategic war materials, to be purchased from Eng-

land and the Netherlands had great importance.’®

Besides very precious gifts, Haga had brought stra-
tegic naval maps to Istanbul, which the Dutch carefully
kept secret from other European powers. Through capi-
rulations, the Dutch authorities expected both commer-
cial cooperation, and enfranchisement of the Dutch sla-
ves held by Algerian and Tunisian corsairs.’” After a
short period, Dutch capitulacions were granted by Sul-
tan Ahmed I, but, this issue of Durch slaves could not
be solved immediately. After continuous letters to the
Ottoman governors in Algeria and Tunis by che Otro-
man sultan, some of the slaves could be found, and deli-

vered.

The first title of Haga was orator, to the rank of am-
bassador. When his activities at the Porce pleased the sta-
tes General, he was assigned as the Dutch ambassador 10
Istanbul, in 1614. He came to Istanbul in 1612 for a pro-
visional mission, but he could recurn in 1639 wich che

el re

perrission of Sulran ivurad

T afrey 27 wvears,
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One of the most important successes of Haga was
che foundation of Dutch Levant Company. Taking into
consideration his reports and the petitions of big merc-
hants in Amsterdam, Ducch Levant merchancs escablis-
hed their organisation in 25 June 1625. It was not a mo-
nopolistic company, but an organisation of control and
advice.*" Tts centre was Amsterdam.*! Directorate of the
company would function as the representative of the
Dutch merchants in the Mediterranean. Its main rask
was to provide correspondence between the Dutch am-
bassador at the Porte and the Dutch consuls in North Af-
rica and in the Mediterranean.*? As a bridge berween the
government and the merchants, the directorate had es-
tablished a network of consuls in the Mediterranean. The
company targeted establishing a polirical and administ-
rative base for the distinguished merchants, who were ac-
tive in the Mediterranean. The directors were influential
in the Dutch foreign policy. For chis reason, they had a
representative at the Porte.

Open door policy for the Dutch and the English
went on in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
When priviieges were granted, the Porte was aware of its
superiority. These countries constituted neither military
nor commercial threat for the Ottoman Empire, but on
the contrary an important obstacle for Spanish and Potu-
guese threat. Ottoman statesmen were aware of the dan-
ger by the Dutch and English East India Companies to
old trade routes. But since the Ottoman sultan could not
equip big ships to prevent Dutch and English expansion,
the Porte preferred to provide attractive conditions for
Levant trade. In this respect, the Ottoman policy was qu-
ite successful. The Ottoman state could still control the
activities of northern merchants. However, in cthe ninete-
enth century, some capitulations had become an instru-
ment of commercial and financial pressure against che
Ottoman Empire.¥® During the office of Haga, Dutch
Levant trade spread all over Eastern Mediterranean.
Many consulates were opened. In 1634 the Dutch capi-
tulations were renewed by Sultan Murad IV. Levant tra-
de was profitable for che Durch. Bur, lack of stable
Durch consuls gave rise to French intervention. The

erchants were free to prefer che flag of whichever co-
untry provide the cheapest protection and service. In

those years. ships’ flags could be changed easilv.™®

In early seventeenth century, the Durch trade was
concencrated 1n Syrian pores. Firse Dutcly consulaces we-
re opened in Aleppo and Alexandrietca, which were on
the caravan routes.” Towards 1650, the silk trade route
had shifted to [zmir (Symrna) through Anatolia. For chis
reason, including the Netherlands, many countries had
established cheir own trade centres at Symrna. Most of
the cargo, brought by Dutcl merchants to the Ottoman
ports contained Durch or Loadon woollen clothes, and
spices. Exports from the Ottoman ports were all kinds of
luxurious textiles, velver, raw silk, silk, embroidered
clothes, raw and processed cotcon; wool, wine, dried fru-

its, carpets and leacher. ¢

DUTCH AMBASSADORS IN THE 17¢
CENTURY

Haga came to Istanbul as an ambassador for a short
period. Bur, he could not leave soon. He was continu-
ously sending letters to States General to release him
from that heavy and burdensome mission. la the end, af-
ter insistent atcempts, he obtained the permission to le-
ave from Sultan Murad IV in 1638. Because of che indif-
ference of the States General, a new ambassador could
not be assigned. For financial reasons, the nephew of Ha-
ga, Henric Cops was designated as charge d'affasres. Cops
has carried out this mission until his death in 1647. Dirk
Kroll, who was a secretary of Haga, took the mission, but
died in the same year. Another secretary of Haga, Nicho-
las Ghisbrechti had replaced him. Meanwhile, the Dutch
Embassy in Istanbul employed a young Orientalist, Levi-
nus Warner. Warner was born in the cicy of Lippe in Ger-
many, and came to Leiden University in the Netherlands
to have Arabic education in 1639. He had completed his
studies in 1644 and departed for an eastern journey, and
arrived Istanbul.¥’ Unril che death of Ghisbrechti in
1644 from plague, Warner was in close contact as secre-

tary wich the Dutch Embassy.

In 1647, after the death of Cops, English Ambassa-
dor in Istanbul Thomas Bendisch,* and French Ambas-
sador Jean de la Haye Vandelet® cried to benefic from
the situation and artempred to undertake the protection
of the Durch subjects in Octoman territories. Under che-

se circumstances, SWarner reauested hus designarion as 4



resident ambassador. The Dutch Republic had to reply
soon, because if the Dutch citizens were given under
English protection, the Dutch nation would be turned to
pre-1612 status.” In che end, Warner was provisionally
designated as the only representative of the Dutch nari-
on in the Ottoman lands. His lecter of credic was sent in
1655. However, when the active Ducch supporr to the
Venetian side during Crete War had arrived Istanbul,
Warner was not welcomed ac the Porte.*! In 1656 and in
1663, slavery of an Ottoman pasha and plunder of his
goods by the Dutch increased che tension. Warner was
even imprisoned in 1663 for a short period. Despite pro-
mises, the Durch capitulations were not renewed since

1634 by the Ortoman sultan.

Wich che deach of Warner 1n 1665, the Dutch nati-
on 10 the Otcoman terricories remained wichout protec-
tion once again. Councellor of Warner, Francesco De
Brosses, a Dutch merchant took the mission. Nevertche-
less, States General was aware of the facc thac they could
not postpone appointment of a fully accredited che am-
bassador o Istanbu! anymore Otherwise, the position of
the Nerheriands in rhe Levant would be endangered. On
30 Sept. 1665, a lawyer. Joris Croock was appointed as
the ambassador. But Croock and his accompanies died in
an earthquake in Raguza, on the way to Istanbul.>? On
21 July 1667, States General had appointed another law-
ver, Justinus Colyer as che Dutch Ambassador at che Por-
te. Colyer arrived in Istanbul on 25 May 1668 with pre-
cious gifts.”® He was admitted by Sultan Mehmed IV

personally in Edirne on 12 August 1668.%

The most important mission of Colyer was to pro-
vide a new capitulations, clear enough to secure the
Dutch trade in che Levant. His colleagues in Istanbul
claimed that States General had not appointed him with
a valid and customary status. He was not called by his
colleagues for greeting. Diplomars in Iscanbul found his
position inferior and considered it unnecessary to organi-
se a welcome ceremony. Acrually, the Ottoman stace did
not distinguish the resident ministers and the ambassa-
dor extraordinary and plenipotentiary. All of chem were
called “¢/¢i” (envoy). Moreover, the Porce considered the
amnbassador not as an extracrdinary ambassador of cheir
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own countries, but as representative of their citizens in
the Octoman rerritories. Thus, like osher Otcoman offi-
cials, consuls and other diplomaric staff should have a
special cercificate (berar) from the sultan to take office.
Yet, the artitude of other ambassadors against Colyer ga-
ined the attencion of the Occoman auchorities. When as-
ked from Veneuan and French Embassy dragomans, it
was realised thac che Dutch Republic had never sent an
extraordinary and plenipotentiary ambassador to Istan-
bul, and added that the rank of Colyer was only equal to
tharge d'affarres. Under these citcumstances, only after he
was designated with the status of full ambassador, the

new capitulations were granted to the Dutch nation.”

Renewed capitulations were handed over to Colyer
with a ceremony dated 9 Zilkade 1091/Nov. 1680 by the
grand vizier. The status of the Dutch nation had now ri-
sen to the equal rank with French and English nations
whosecapitulations were renewed in 1673 and 1675,
respectively. The principles of 1680 capitulations rema-
ined valid uncil abolirion of capirularions in 1914.%¢

When Colyer died in 1682, two vears after che new
capitulations, his son and secretary in rhe embassy, jaco-
bus Colyer provisionally took the mission. His official
lecter of credence arrived in 1684, and full starus of am-
bassador arrived in 1688. Jacobus Colyer had grown up
in Istanbul and he spoke Turkish quite well. His experi-
ence in the embassy, his close contacts with prominent
Turkish and Greek families in Iscanbul provided him
wich clear superiority against his colleagues vzs-g-vis the
Ottoman authorities. Jacobus Colyer functioned as a me-
diator with his English colleague, first in che discussions
of the Treaty of Carlowitz (1699), later in Pruch (1711),
in Ottoman-Venetian War (1714-1718), in the Otro-
man-Austrian War (1716-1718), and finally 1n che Tre-
aty of Pasarowitz (1718). Because of his performance in
Ottoman-Austrian peace talks, he was rewarded by the
Austrian emperor as the count of Holy Roman Empire in

1703. In che Octoman documents also, his name was

written as “Yakomo Konte Kolyer”. Those diplomatic acti-

vities had a great role in development of Octoman-Durch

relarions.
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CONCLUSION

The Netherlands which was dependent on Spain,
rebelled in the second half of 16" cencury as a result of
che religious pressures of Charles V and Philip 1I. In
1574, the Netherlands gained independence. In 1579
when the south provinces came together and declared lo-
yalty to the emperor, seven northern provinces had estab-

lished their own union (United Provinces).

The United Provinces had performed a rapid deve-
lopment through their previous commercial experiences.
Spanish economic embargoes could not stop this deve-
lopment. The merchants and enterpreneurs, who created
the trade and naval transport centre of Europe in Ant-
werp transferred their centre to Amsterdam. This trans-
fer made che Necherlands the greatest naval power in the
world 1n the seventeenth century. This is called the Gol-
den Age ( Gouden Eernw) in the Dutch history.

The Ottoman Empire, which occupied a huge area
from the Persian Gulf in the East to Hungary in the
West, held the trade routes, held black Sea as her internal

weier, with a powerful navy in Mediterranean and a great

land force was one of the most imporrant scates in Euro-

pe. Despite che long distance berween the two countries,

’

it was advantageous for che Necherlands to establish com-
mercial and diplomatic relations wich the Otcoman Em-
pire. In early seventeench cencury, 40% of the Dutch fo-
reign crade was wich the Ottoman Empire. This figure gi-
ves us an idea abour the size of the relations berween the
two countries. But, after che eighteench century, Bricain
had developed further, and in che nineteenth cencury, she
had become dominant not only in trade, bur in cthe Otto-

man politics, and even in domestic affairs.

Dutch Representatives in Istanbul

Cornelis HAGA (1612-1638) ambassador, returned to che Net-
herlands
Henric COPS (1638-1647) Charge d'affres, died in Istanbul
Nicolas GHISBRECHT!
Levinus WARNER
Joris CROOCK
Justinus COLYER
Jacobus COLYER

Cornelis CALKOEN

1647-1654) Charge & aftare, died in Istanbul
(1654-1665) Charge & affaires, died in Istanbul
(1667) died in Raguza, o che way to [stanbul
(1667-1682) ambassador, died in [stanbul
(1682-1725) ambassador, died in Istanbul

(1726-1744) ambassador, recurned to the Net-
herlands

(1744-1747) Charge d affaires
(1747-1763) ambassador
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