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n this arricle, eariy periods of Otroman-Dutch

relations will be irandled. The process of Durcli

independence from Spain wiil be followed by

T)l'','lr nrval sr;'','.inrirr, in rlre i f ,h centurv. After tlle es-IrsYGr J\rl tvrrL) ltl LIIU ,.,

ralriislrrneol '', i-rrrf diplonratic and commercial relations,

' apitulatiors '.vr',,. granted ro rire Durch Republic and

rhese capituiations were renewed according ro the new

,-onCitions. In tiic iast part. a list of tlte Dutch ambassa-

,ic;-. in istanbr:' ,r,rril early eighteenth century is given.
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Tlr, j

r ,..,;ii r, , ' .(:fLrury, irad gained its independence af-

ter a serles .,i'batttes. The Nerheriands, at tirat time, w6
a province of Spain. It consisred of today's Netherlands,

plus the Flemish area whicli included Northern Belgi-

u r;' Irrcvir,-es cr tire Netherlands were officially estares

oi r irc Cul;, ,",' Iturr-uu,iy. An atmosphere of freedom co-

;:iri be ,-rbslrre.i ir, rhe irlerlteriands, as compared ro or-

iier lrLU'oD;zri ..'rfes. Wirrds of Renaissance and Huma-

nlsrn iti'..; sc,trer3o atnL)rig the weli educared bourgeoisie

in the Nethcrlands. -vierchants of Aittwerp, who had cio-

se comrnercrai reiiitic-,ns wirh Germanv. distribured the

writings of .: ,rrirer

Emperor Charles V, wiro was born in rhe city of

Ghent, in Belgium today, was anxious about ti-re spread

of idolatry in his own country, and after the excommuni-

cation of Luther in 152i, he confiscared all books of Lur-

her in tire Netherlands. His second step was ro bnng rhe

Spanisli Inquisirions ro the Netherlands, After rwo peop-

le were burned ro deatl-r in 1523 in Brussels, deatli orders

vrere given ior all rhe follor.rers oi Luther. I-lowe,rer, -..11

tiresr: meesuLiis rririe Lrt-ixble rc pre'venr rl-ie spr,ea,J ci: l'rir-

heranism. According ro sorne predictions, - of the popu-

iarion in Antwerp in 15i0s had adopred Lurher's ideas.l

After 1J50s, Calvinism had penerrared into rhe 1on,

lrnds througlt Genoa, and raprdly spread, despite rhe lie

*vy punishmenrs of tl-ie Llrrtcl-r Inqursition f'he iov,'

lands were rhe rrchest among r-he territories of the empe-

ror. Accordrng to the Venetian reporrs of 1)59, rlie Ner-

herlands was the treasury of Spanish king, who defended

Clrristianity, against the Turks and other heretics.2

Delegation of rhe throne by Charles V co Phiiip II
in 15i5 did oot stop tire oppres::ion\. Phiiip II perceived

Protestanism as an uprisin I ,Lyrlrtr)t ills sovereignty and

determined to destroy iL. So, lie r"ook the first nleasures

to estabLsh a direct rule in the Netherlarids. The Flemislt

area was given under the rule of Count Egment; Holland,

Zeeland, and Utrecirt was to \7illiam of Orange.i In

It29 Philip II went to Spain irom the Netherlands and

had ieft tlie illegitimate daughter of charles V, Margaret

as regent. As a result of tire decision to irave chree arcir-

bishops and fourreen bishops in tire Netirerlands the ten-

sion liad risen and "icon rebellion" had expioded.a Altho-

ugh he irad the chance, prince \ililiiarn did not take che

lead of the separatist Calvinists during this rebellion.

The uprising spread everywitere, and Margaret de-

manded an oatll of loyalty to the Emperor. \7hen \filii-
am refused the oarlt, I4argaret marched towards tire re-

bels in Antwerp and defeated tirem. Tl-re leader of tire re-

helc R.p.lcrnJc and later \Filliam ltad to flee Germany.vLlJr !r 9uLrvu9 qrlu r4LLr

But Philip II did not give up hrs harsir ruie. irr 1567, he

sent Duke oi Alva with an army ro unice all rhe lrtrether-

lands under one kingdom, Br,-rsseis being rlie capital.

Bur tire ltarsh messures ancl rire lerior oit rile duire fuii-

ireii:d iiie drscorircrre .
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l\fter tlie cleath of Brederocle one vear later, \7illi-
arn remained as rhe oniy leader. But his firsc batrles aga-

inst AIva did not briug any resulr. Thus, againsr the Spa-

nrsh, \flillram had decrded ro supporr rire corsairs First

of all, rlte corsairs occupied rhe port ciry of Brill, and

rhen rook all Norrhern porus one afrer anorher. Actualll',

\flilliam was not pleased rvich rhe fanatic corsairs TIte

corsairs irad esrablrshed a safe. but a merciless rule , plun-

dered the churches, killed rhe priests, and changed rire

Catholrc judges wirli the Calvinists

The Spanish forces moved towards rire Nortli and

in ltl) sieged Haarlem. After six monrl-rs, Flaarlem

surrendered. l'leverrheless, tiie Spanish u"/err in diffi-

cui';y. Flaving been in war in rhe Mediterranean v;itli rhe

(ltronrans. Philio II could ltor meet tire exoerises of a se-' ' -"-'r
cond front. Since no money was pard to the soldiers for

a long time, his army returned to Antwerp and refused

to figirt until cheir wages were paid. SThen rhey were

paid in 1514, rhe army marched again, and this time si-

eged Leiden. \ilhen no other solurion could be found, af-

rer long discussions, the Dutch autl-rorities accepred ro

Jcnroiish che walls which blocked sea warers. When rltc

sea waters floodeci errett*tt.re, Spanish troops were trap-

ped in the mud anci panicked. Tirey had to witl'rdraw as

defeareci, )

However, rhe conflicts berween the Catholics and

the Proresranrs did nor come ro an end. Sourhern aristoc-

rats cieclared loyalty to Philip II and Roman Carholic

Ciiurch rn January 1J79 in Arras. A unity, composed of

cen provinces was also esrablished. Two weeks later seven

provinces establisired another unity in tite Nortir (United

Provinces). Later, Prince Wiiliam was brouglu to rhe iie-

ad of this unrty. Being unable ro deieat him on rire batt-

Iefield, Philip declared William as illegal in 1580, wirli

heavy religious and political accusarions.6 Alrhough

Prince Villiam had refused ali rhese accusations and de-

fended liimself, 25000 golden pieces were promised ior

iris head, alive or dead. In rlie end, ii-r 1584, he was assas-

sinared in Deltr.T

Estab[shing correspondence with Turks was among

tile accusarions. Ir seems rirec like rhe Queen o[England

Elizaberh, Prince \X/illian-r reqr:esred iteip flonr rhe Octo-

'ra' sU11i1, l,,lto t,as rlli. 311lr,r p3r,,/,ii .tDdble LO ilqhL

aqainst Spain, at rhat rime. Correspondence rvas achievecl

secrerlv throLrgh Joseph Nassi.s Nassr n'as employed by

Suleyman tire Magnrficient and Seiim. Before his depar-

ture for Isranbul, \(/illiam hacl given a lerrer ro Nassr in

1169, who was active in banking in Anrwerp ro provicle

the supporr of rhe Orroman suirau in rherr fighr agarnsr

Pirilip II e Nassr was rhe consulranr oi the Orromaii sra-

te. F{e discussed tire Durch revolt with Ortoman srares-

man. Consequenrly, The Orroman sultan had senr a let-

ter ro rhe Lurherans rn Fiemrsh and orirer Sparlish pro-

vinces and promised his sLipport in rhei'r fight againsr

idolatry and tire Catholics.l0 Ir-r rlrt same manner, Orro-

man Grand Vizrer l'rad sent a similar lerter to promisr

support to the Muslrms in Spain, who complarned about

Spanrslt oppress ;.,,'' I l

Tlie Spanish reiigious oppression was so heavy rliar

tire phrase " Liner Tuks dan Paaps' liad become a slogan

among rire people.rl However cire Lepanto disasrer for

the Ottortran narry in 1571 prevented the Ottoman state

ro invoive in overseas operations,

DI"ITCH VVORLJ] TRADE F{EGEMCNY

fowards rhe end of Middle Ages, rhe vrorld trade

cenrre was Venice. Afrer 1500's, Antwerp had gaineci a

relative importance. Althougli the Spanish invasion of

Antwerp in 1585 provided a short penod of revival to

Genoa, Amsterdam irad become rhe world rrade cenrre.ll

Tiren, rlie Venetian commercial hegemony in rlie Medi-

ierranean had come to an end. The rapid developmenr of

the Netherlands was partially realised by the Dutch tech-

nological innovations in ship building ''
Until 1580's, wirile tire soutirern provinces were ac-

rive in transportatron of valuable goods, banking, and in-

surance, Zeeland and Norrhern Holland were busy wirh

small businesses. Big.merchants, cexrile products, ware-

lrnrrqec lrrrrrrrinrts ircms rnrl rlrp rnnirrl rpnrr( errrJ r qrrs LIrL !4HrLur LLrrL^ e WXS ln

Anrwerp. Bur afrer rire uprising against Spain in 1>72.

mosr of the wea.lrhv merciranrs had transferred their bu-

sinesses out of tire country. It is not a coincidence rirac re-

sular English nava.i trade had started afrer 1170's.ir At

rhe beginning, rire merchxnrs in Antq'erp were dealing

rvirir inretmediarl' aciii,ities fbr sprce it,'tDoii! clt j-isbon"

cloih ntercitanrs o1' LoncloLi. rn,i iLilian iit'ici il'ern'.rll c.r-

:i; ,.4-,, t. I I lL 
'
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W
porrers. Alter 1550s, Anrwerps own tracle has develo- Afcer rhe atrempt of Pnnce William durilg the

ped. Merchants in Antwerp had begun to operate antre- Durch rebellion against Spanish invasion ro ger rlte Or-

pots of neighbouring exporters. As a result of this rapid roman suppofr by Joseph Nassi,2r certain conracrs were

developmenr, Antwerp bad become the commercial achieved by traveiiers and by Mediterranean merclianrs

centre for Europe. But, tire Spanish invasion of 118) and individuaily. Tirese were the mercharts who migrared to

Philip's declaratron of embargo against the Durch goods the Nerherlands after Spanish invasion ofAntwerp. \Vith

and Dutch naval transport lus shifted this commercial a grear possibilJty, rhe first merclranrs were Daniel van

centre to Amsterdam. From then onwards, the capital der Meulen and Jacques de la Faille who came rvirh tlre-

centre ofEurope and rhe richest market o[the wor]d was ir own ship to rhe Ottoman territories. Tire infbrmation

Amsterdam. given by rhese merchants was thar Levant rrade was very

After 1590s, rhe Nether.lands had developed ra- profitable.22 In 1598, the Dutch merchants obtained per-

pidiy. The Dutch commercial world l.regemony could be mission from French king Henry IV lb make trade in the

possrble wirh her iirect laval access to African, Asian, Otroman ports.2i Ar thxl cime the Necherlands did not

Russian and American markets. To the places that their have her own capirulations. 'fhe firsr Dutch corvoy.

ships could not reaclt, rhey sent rnrermediary merchants composed of 10 ships loaded vith gold, and spices, ar-

to buy rhe raw matelais from tle source. They could pay med with hearry guns, sailed ior Ortoman ports il
Iriglrer. prices than local merchanrs could pay. Consequ- 1609.24 In a letter dated 1611, Levant merchants in

ently, from early seventeentLr cencury onwards, rhe Amsterdam emphasised that Levaot trade would be tlre

Dutch commerciai superiority was composed of fer dis- mosr importaat area ofacrivity for the Dutch mercltancs

tance trade, sroriog, producrive manufacturing techni- Furthermore, trade with Turkey, Cyprus, Egypt, and Ae-

ques, and specularive trade.16 It could achieve develop- gean islands was Potentially more favourable for their in-

menr by l.rer triple cenrres European commercial goods, terests than naval traffic by the Dutch East India Com-

shipprng and lea.lership rn capital markers.rT pany It was also stated rhat rhe scurr.es oFraw mareriai,

like siik. coton. and moirair were inevitable for luxuri-
EARLY COMMERCIAI, RII.ATIONS ous rexrile in tLre wesr.2t

Ottoman state was busy with internal turmoil and

foreign threats in the late sixteenrh cenrury. At rhe sa- ISTASI'ISHMINT OF DI?IOMATIC

me time the ottoman state was trying prevent disposal RILATIONS AND CAPITUIATIONS

of the Venetian flavy by rlle Pope wl.ro led Crusades, Continuos attacks of Algerian corsairs to tire Dutclt

througlt granting capitu.larions to Venice. After the Ot- ships had forced the States General to establisi) direct

toman naval defeat at Lepanto in 1571 when Venetian- contact with the Ottomao state. According to Artus

Spanish-Papal coal.ition formed a big drreat to tlte viral Thomas, the reason of Dutcir application to Otroman

Ottoman interesrs in the Mediterranean, Otroman aur- sulran for diplomatic conracr was disappearance ofDutch

horities felt it necessary to esrablish oew alliances from ships, their cargo and crew. Tllomas also indicate tlte

rire Chrisrian SVorld.ls Before the naval expedition to Durcl.t willingness ro provide safe naval traffic in dre Me-

the island of Cyprus, compreireosive capitulations were diterranean and fiee trade in Ottoman ports tirrough an

already granted to France in 1569. It was followed by aliiance with the Ottoman suitan.26 In 1604 States Ge-

djplomatic conracrs wirh England, and rben wirb rhe neralrr had already senr a letter to OttomaLr sultan Air-

Netirerlands. In these relations, tlte naval superiority of med I ro ask for permission for trade in Syrra. This was

these powers over Venice has piaved an important role. not replied soon, but in 1610, a letter was sent by che

Venerian galleys were easy rargers ibr English brero- Orroman admiral. In rhis letter, the intention ol rite sul-

nis,l9which were Lreaviiy armed rvith bronze arrd sterl ral ro permit the Dutch merchaots to ctave.L uuder theii

guas. - orvl flags $'x5 d56.nphraised.:s

L.i :l



In esrablishing Ortoman-l)Lrrch relarions, Halil
Pasha, who occr-rpied the position of grand admirai, pla-

yed a crucial role. In iiis lerrer ro rl'ie Dr-rrch aurirorrries,

the will of rhe sulran to admrr a Durch ambassador in is-

ranbul was rndicared. Afrer long drscussions, rire srares

General has decided ro appoint Cornelis Haga, a member

of a orominenr Durch femilv rs rmbassador ro Isranbui."^*r^ rJ,4JL

Haga was a young lawyer irom Schidam, Rorrerdam. In
' 

1609, tire Nerherlands irad signed a 1 2 years truce with
Spain. Soon afterwards, in 1610, a commerciai rreary wzu

signed wrtir Morocco, an ]slamic counrry.29 States Gene-

ral did not wanr the discussions with tire Otroman Em-

pire ro be perceived by Spain as an aliiance vis-a-vis Spa-

in. Thus, the mission of Haga rvas declared as a simple

",risit ro enfrancirise lJutch slaves.

The possibility of the Dutcir capirulations ro be

granted by rhe Ottoman state alarmed rhe Englisli and

French arnbassadors in istanbui. They spenr grceLr. effort

ro prevenr acknowledgement of Haga by rhe Orroman

Sultan Ahmed I. These rwo ambassadors attempred ro

persuade the Otroman sraresmen that rhe Nerherlands

was not an independeur srare, but a province of Spain,

and added that sucl-r a coalirion would put rhe Ottoman

sultan in drfficu[ry"'o Frencir arnbassador Acirille de Fiar-

ley wenr further, anci in rerurn for prevenrion of a possib-

ie Dutch capituiations, offered ten thousand goid pieces

as a bribe to the Ottoman staresmen.ll

Thirty years ago, when English capitulations were

granted, the Frencir ambassador had also created grear

difficulty. At thar time, French ambassador had ciaimed

rhat according to French capitulations, except for Veni-

ce, all otirer non-Muslim ccuntries merchants would sail

under the Frencl-r flag. When the English capirulations

were renewed in 1601, protection of Dutch merchanrs

was given to the Englisir.i2 Tiris created a big conflict

and rivalry between tire Dutcir and Englisl'r ambassadors

at the Porte. Both French and English ambassadors were

insistent on the right of tireir flags for orher non-Muslim

countries. The right of flag, and tirus, the most favoured

nation clause changed liand many times between the

French and tire English for ten years.ll

Despite rhe adverse propaganda bv rhe Durclr and

the English arrrbassaclors. wirh the sup'pon olt grand ad-

rniral I-ialil Fashl il.arrr.:li-. l-la,qr r.,a: .rdn:isisgi b.r iui-.

ran Ahmecl I, on May I l(tI? i* Accorcling ro tire Orro-

man prorocol, rlie most imporranr evenr for an ambassa-

dor was to be accepred by rhe Orroman sulran perso-

nailv.lt His king's lerrer and the gitis brougtrr by rhe am-

busador were nresented ro rlre srrlrrn q,ri-lr r oreat cere-JLrrL4.r lr rLrr s AI

mony.16

Two months larer, rhe firsr Durch capicularion was

deiivered to F{aga, dated Euail-i C.n,t'el LAz\116I? r7 As

in the case oIFrer-rch and Englisli capitularions, ir was al-

so a Lrniiareral documenf , no[ a bilareral rreary. Accor-

drns ro rlrrr r] ocrrmenr rlrc T)rrrr^lr clrins lrnd rlre riolrr rnLrr4L uv! , LrrL vuLLlr JlrryJ ttou LlrL rrSIlL LV

freely visit the Otroman porfs wrrh their own flag, and

freely make rrade. From rhen onwards, rhe Frencir merc-

itants had two big rivals rn Crroman iernrories; Englisir

rnd the Dutcir. Titrougii granLrrlg (aplrularions frrst tr.t

Engiand and rhen to the Neriierlands, tire Porte liad ex-

pected certain political benefits. Botir of tliem were the

rising powers of the Protestant world, The Netherlarids

would be a natural ally agalnst the common enemy, Spu-

in. Nevertireless, after her 12 year truce wirh spai n 1609,

tlie Netherlands irad preferred only commercial and er:o-

nomlc cooperarion. Bur, Dutch navrl superioriry hed

srenrh,' inflrreqced Halil Pasira and rhe Otroman srare.6rLcLr/ tlrrrq!r

Tl-re strategic war materials, ro be purchased from Eng-

Iand and rlie Netherlands had grear imporrance.ls

Besides very precious gifts, Haga had brought stra-

regic naval maps to isranbul, whicli the Dutch carefully

kept secret from other European powers, Through capi-

culations, the Dutch authorities expected both commer-

cial cooperation, ancl enfranchisement oi rhe Dutch sla-

ves held by Aigerian and Tunisiarr corsairs.ie After a

short period, Dutch capitulations were granted bv Sul-

tan Ahmed i, but, this issue of Dutch slar.'es could not

be soived immediately. After continuous ietters to the

Ottornan governors in Algeria and Tunis bv tire Otro-

man sultan, some of tire slaves could be found, and deli-

vered.

Tire first ritle oi Haga was orator, to rhe rank of am-

bassador. When itis activities at tlie Porre pleased the sta-

res General, he \\,es assigned rs rhe l)utch rmbassador in

Isranbul, in l(rl+. F{e cf,me ro lstanbul in I6i 2 ror r l)rc-
,iisionai n-rission, but ire could rerLlrn irr ltjl9 u'ith rlie

1-'tlr:rissror, of -!,.iitrit i'':{urr.ci ii/ lir ci ..ll' "c.:eL:.

',:::, 
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One of rhe most imporrarrr successes of F{aga was

rhe foundarion o[ l)utch Levanr Company. Taking into

cousrderation liis reporus and rire petirions of big rnerc-

hants in Amsrerdam, Durcir Ler,'ant merchancs esrablis-

lied therr organisarion in 2) June I62t. It was nor a rno-

nopolistrc compan),, bur an organisation of control and

advice.att lts centre was Amsrerdam.al Direcroiate of rlie

companv q'ould funcrion as clrr represerrrarive o[ rire

Durcli merchanrs in rite Medirerranean. Irs main cask

wr.s ro provide corresporrdence berween rhe Durcir am-

bassador at the Porte and rhe Dutch consuls in North Af-

rica and in che Medirerranean.4l As a bridge berween rhe

governrnenr and rlre merchanrs, rhe directorare irad es-

tablished a nerwork of consuls in the Mediterranean. The

:ompany targeted establishing a political and admirrisr

rative base fbr rire ciistingurshed nierchants, wiro were ac-

rive in the Mediterranean. TLre directors were influential

in the Dutch foreign policy. For this reason, rhey liad a

representative at the Porte.

Open door policy for the Dutch and tire Englisii
wenr on in the seventeenrir and eighreenth centuries.

[7iren priviieges were granted, rhe Porte was aware of its

superiority. These countries consrirured neither milirary
nor comrnerciai rhreat for rhe Otrornan Empire, bur on

tlre corrtrary an importanr obstacie for Spanish and Potu-

guese tirreat. Otroman sraresmen were aware of the dan-

ger by tlie Durch and English East India Companies ro

old trade roures. But since rhe Ortoman sultan could not

equip big ships to prevenr Dutch and English expansion,

the Porte preferred to provide attracrive conditions for

Levant trade. In this respecr, the Ottoman policy was qu-

ite successful. TIie Omoman srare couid stiil control the

activities of northern merchanrs. However, in rhe nlnere-

enth century some capituiations had become an insrru-

n'ient of commercial and financial pressure againsr rhe

Otroman Empire.as During the office of Haga, Dutch

Levant trade spread all over Eastern Medirerranean.

Many consulares were opened. In 16)4 the Dutcir capi-

tulations were renewed by Suitan Murad fV. Levanr rra-

de was profitable for the Dutch. But, lack of srable

Dutcir consuls gave rise ro Frencir inrervenrion, The

merchanis were free ro prefer rlie flag of'wiiicirever co-

untry orovide the cireapesr Drorecrion and service, In

tltose v{--raj::r. sirip:.' flags ccr-ilc1 be clrr-nsr.:l ea:i1,'.ta

In eariy seventeenth cenrury, rhe Durch rrade r,r'as

concentrared rn Syrian porrs. First Durch consuiares we-

re opened in Aleppo and Alexandrietra, wirich were on

tlte caravan roures.aj Towards 16)0, rhe silk rrade roure

had sirifted to Izmir (Symrna) rlirough Anarolia. For this

reason, including the Nerherlands, many counrries had

establisired therr orr',r rrode cenrres ar Symrna. Most of

the cargo, brought by Dr-rtclr merchants io rhe Orroman

ports conrained Dutcir cr London woollerr clorhes, and

spices. Exports from the Ottoman porrs were ail kinds of

Iuxurious texriles, velver, raw silk, sil[, embroidered

clorhe.s, raw and processed corton,'wool, wine , dried fru-

irs, carpers and learlier.iu

DLTTCI-] AMBA*SSAI}C)]TS II.] THI I7.h

CENTURY

Haga came to isranbul as an ambassador fbr a short

period. But, he could not leave soon. He was continu-

ously sending letters to Stares Generai to release him

from that heavy and burdensome mission. ln the end, af-

ter insistenr atrempts, he obrained the permission to Ie-

ave from Sultan Murad IV in 1638. Because of the indif-

ference of tire States General, a new ambassador lotrl<l

not be assigned. For financial reasons, the nepl'iew of FIa-

ga, Henric Cops was designated u charge d'affairet. Cops

lias carried out rhis mission unril his dearh in L641. Dirk

Kroll, who was a secretary of Haga, took the mission, bur

died in the same year. Another secretary of Haga, Nicho-

ias Ghisbrecirti had replaced him. Meanwhiie, tire Dutcli

Embassy in istanbul employed a young Orientalist, Levi-

nus \7arner. \Tarner was born in tire city of-Lippe in Ger-

many, and came to Leiden University in tlie Netherlands

ro lrave Arabic education in 1639. He had completed his

studies rn 1644 and departed for an eastern journey, and

arrived istanbul.aT Until the deatit of Ghisbrechti in

1644 from plague, \Tarner was in close contact as secre-

tary wirh the Dutch Embassy.

In 1641, afier the death of Cops, Engiish Ambassa-

dor in lstanbul Thomas Bendiscli,48 and French Ambas-

sador Jean de la Haye Vandeletie tned ro beneflt ttom

rlie siruarion end r.trempred ro undertC;e rire protection

oitire Dutch subiects in Cttornan i,eruitories. iJncier thr:-

it Cir'filil)5f2nCe5,'!Trlinti 1grr1,lrriiF,-i irl:-,:1e.'irlnlLi[rtl:i:;r

";it', 
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rcsirlenr anrbassador. The Dr-rrch R.epLrblic had ro reply

soon, because rf the Dutch crrizens were grven under

Engiish protecrion, che Dutch narion rvould be rurned ro

pre-1612 scarus.i0 In rhe end, Warner was provisionaliy

designated as the only represenrative of rhe Dutch natr-

on rn the Octoman lands. His letrer o[credit was senr in

1651. Howe,rer, when the actrve Dr-rtcir supporr to the

Venetian side during Crete War had arrived Istanbul,

Warner was not welcomed ar rhe Porte.:rln 1656 and in

L663, slavery of an Ottoman pasha and plunder of his

goods by the Dutcii increased the tension. \(/arner was

even imprisoned in 165j for a sl'iort period. Despire pro-

mises, rlie Durch capirularions were nor reoewed since

1634 by the Or.toman sultan.

Wirli rlre deatii of WarLrer tn 1565, rhe Dutch nari-

un in the Ortoman cerrirories remained wirhour prorec-

rion once again. Councelior of \farner, Francesco De

Brosses, a Dutch merchant rook tiie mission. Neverthe-

less, Stares General was aware of the fact rhar they could

nor postpone appointment of a fully accredired riie am-
'i-''assador ro istanbr-rl anvmore Otherwise, riie position of

ri-re Nerl-rerizrnds in r.ire Levant would be endangered. On

i0 Sept. 166i, a iawyei. Joris Croock was appoinred as

the ambassador. But Croock and iris accompanies died in

an eartirquake in Raguza, on the way ro isranbui,t2 On

21 July 1661, Stares General had appoinred another iaw-

',;er, Jusrinus Colyer as the Dutcil Ambassador at rire Por-

te. Colyer arrived in isranbul on 25 May 1668 with pre-

cious gifts,t3 He was admitted by Suitan Meirmed IV

personally in Edirne on 12 August 1668.1'

The mosr importanr mission of Colyer was ro pro-

vide a new capitulations, ciear enough ro secure rire

Ducch trade in rhe Levant. His colleagues in Istanbul

claimed rirat States General had not appornred itim witlr

a valid and customary sratus. He was not called by iris

colleagues for greering. Dipiomats in Iscanbui found iiis

position inferior and considered ir unnecessarv to orgeni-

se a welcome ceremony. Actuaiiy, the Otroman stare did

nor disringuish the resident rninisters and the ambassa-

dor exrraordrnary and plenrporenriary. All of rirem n'ere

called "c19i" (envoy) ivloreot'er, the Forre considcred rile

arnbassadoi nof as arr e:itrer-,tc]ir,1.21.,' at-nb',iss;rclor ol theii

o\\'ir coLrntries, bur as rei)resentative of rhcir cir,rzens ln

rhe Otroman rerrirories. Thus, like orirer Orroman ofll-

cials, cousr-rls and orlter diplomaric sraff slior,rld have a

special cerrificare llserat) irom rhe sulran to rake office

Yet, the arrirude of other ambassadors against Colyer ga-

ined the arrenrion of rhe Ortoman aurliorrties. When as-

ked from Venerian and French Embassy dragomans, ir

was realrsed rltar the Dutch Republrc irad never senr ail

exrraordinary and pleniporentiary ambassaclor ro Isran-

bu1, and added tliat rlie rank of Colyer.was only equal ro

cbrtrge d'affaires. Under rl-iese ci(cumsrances, oniy afier he

n'as designated with the srarus of full ambassador, rire

,rprlr..^it"l.rinn\ were orrnred rO tlle DUCCIf natiOn.ltLUlsLrurrJ rYLrL 
6rrrllLLu L\

Reneweci caprrulariorls were l-randed over ro Colyer

rvirli a ceremony dated 9 Zilkade 1091/Nov. 1680 by rhe

grand vizier. The status of rhe Durch narion irad now ri-

sen ro tlie equal rank wirii Frencii and Engiish narions

wlrose'capitulations were renewed in L6l) and 16lt,
respectively. The principles of 1680 capituiacions rema-

ined vaiid uncil aboiirion of capitulations in 191456

Viren Colyer died in 1582, two years afrer rire neu'

capitulations, his son and secretary in rire embassy, Jaco-

bus Colyer provisionally took the mission. His officiai

letter of credence arrived in 1684, and full sratus of arn-

bassador arrived in 1688. Jacobus Colyer had grown up

in istanbul and iie spoke Turkish quite well. His experi-

ence in the embassy, hrs ciose contacts witir prominent

Turkisii and Greek families in istanbul provided him

with clear superiority against his collea gues t,is-a-uis r.b,e

Ottoman aurhorities. Jacobus Coiyer functioned as a me-

diator witir his English colleague, firsr in rire drscussions

of tlre Treaty of Cariowitz (1599),larer in Prurlt (1711),

irr Ortoman-Venetian Var (17I4-17i8), in rhe Otto-

man-Austrian lflar (1716-1718), and flnally in riie Tre-

aty of Pasarowirz (1118) Because of his perfbrmance in

Otroman-Austrian peace talks, lre was rewarded bv cire

Austrian emperor es tlte counr oiHolv Romau Empire in

1l0). In rhe Ottoman documents also, iiis name was

q'rirrerr u "i aLonio Kontc Kclyn"'. Titosc diplomatic' rcti-

viries had a greli role in de.,reiopme nf oiCrtornan-Diircit

':"::::."



CONCLUS ION

The Nerirerlands rvhich ri'as dePencienr on Sparn,

rebelied rn the second half oi 16'l' cenrury as a resulr of

rire relrgioLls pressures ot' Charles V and Philrp II. Irr

\i74, tlte Nerherlands gained independence. In ffl9
n'hen rhe soutir provinces came rogerher and declared io-

1'alry ro tlte emperor, seven norrhern provinces irad esrab-

lished rl'ieir own union (United Provrnces).

The Unired Provinces had perfbrmed a repid deve-

lopment tilrough therr previous commercial experiences.

Spanish economic embargoes couid nor srop tliis deve-

Innmenr Tlre mercirauts and enierr'1rF-nprrrc urlrn rrg2ggdJ) rY frv Lr

rhe trade and navai transport cenrre of Europe in Ant-

weip rransferred their cenrre ro Amsterdam. Titis rrans-

ier nrade rhe Netherlarrds the greatesr Ltaval pcwer in tire

world rn the seventeenth century. This is called the Gol-

den Age ( Goaden Eeuw) in the Durch l'ristory.

Tlie Octoman Empire, whicir occupied a huge area

from the Persian Gulf in tire East to Hungary in tlie
\West, held rhe trade roures, held black Sea as her inrernai

rv?,,.tr. rvith a powerful naw in Medirerranean and a orenr

L Roger Lockyer, Habsbnrg and Bonbon Euop 1470-1720, (NY: Longman,

1988), pl i i
2 Roger Lockyer, ibid., p. 2 l8

I Since lte was lteir to a small prrnciprliry, named Orarrge, Villiam was cal-

led Prince of Orange. He continued to use this ticle atter rhe independerr-

ce of che Nerlrerlands.

'i In August i)615, people rebelled and plundered tlre churches in Anm,erp.

All clre icous were brokerr on che streets. The rebelliorr chen scactered ro

rlre otlrer crcies as well. Calvinist priests could noc appease tlie angry mob,

The precious icons were all smashed by the people.

; Tlre Dutch victory on 3 Oct. 1174 is still celebrared in the Netlterlarrds

as the salvation day o[Leiden. As a reward of Leiden's resistance, a univer-

sity was escablished there lor the education Protestanc priescs.

6 P.J.A.N. Rrettbergen, A Sborr History of the Ncthulazlr, (Amersfoort:

Bekking PLrblishing, 1998), p 76.

: Prince \X/llliam was accused of creatirrg disconrent irr rhe counrry, to be re-

bellrous, an eoemy of humanity. pllgue oirhe Clrrisrian world, and n'as irr

rrruon. For rlre proscription and tire detbnce of \filliam of Orange, see: L,

H. bhntaun,Thc Drann of Vtilliam oJ')rangc,(NY: Agora Publishing, l9i7).

B Hatil Inalcrk, An Econonic ard Soctal Histom of tbe 0rtornan Enpirc, (Crmb-

ridge: CUP, 1994), p. )l3.
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Alexander Groar,The 0ttonint EmDirc and tlte Dutclt Republic, (Leiden: Ne-

derlaods Hrstorisch-Arch,relogisch Instituut, I978), p. 81.

Feridun Be!, llmshaat a/-S,zlatcert, (lsranbul, i849). Vol II, pp +10-1.

Fer!dun Brg. ibid, pp.-118-60.

Pre teL berng Turk rariier citln Clrltolic.

Jonacitan 7yrc1, Duch Prin,rct' in \\''uriri :rtta't I i8)- 1 7+0, (Oxlbrd: O:tiorti

I-irti.,'. Press. I !)!tlt, p l

ianrl force \\'as one of tlre nr()sr imp(Jrranr sraf cs in ELrro-

pe. Despite rhe lclng disrance berween tlle,rwo coLinrrrrs,

it was advantageoLls for rhe Nerherlands ro esrablish com-

mercial and diplomaric relations wirlr rhe Orroman Em-

pire. In early sevenreenrh cenrury, 40% of rlie Dutch fo-

reign rraJe $,r.s \\'jcli rhe Orromau Empire . Tliis trgure gi-

ves Lls an rdea abour ihe size oi rhe relatrons berween rire

ts/o countries. But, afrer rire eighteelrth centur,,', Brirain

had developed further, and in rire ninereenrir cenrurl', sirc

had become dominanr nor orrly in rrade, bur in Lhe Orro-

man irolitics, and even rn domestic atfairs.

Durcli Represenrxtives in isranbul
Cornelis HAGA

Henric COPS

Nrcolas GHiSBRECI-{Tl

Levinus WARNER

Joris CROOCK

JuscinLrs COLYER

Jacobus COLYER

Cornelis Cr'ifOgX

(1612- 1618) ambassador, recurned co cire Net-
herlands

i l0l8- l(,l..) Llttrgc d'a1;i'tns. died in Isrrnbul

:1()4/-l014t Lhtrge a".tJJatrtt, drcd iri Isrrnbut

(161r- lo6>l Chuge d'at';tirct, died in IsLanbul

(1667) died iu Ragrrzr, ou che s'ay co iscarrbrrl

(i667- l6B2) ambassador. died irr iscanbul

(1632- lTlir ambassador, died in isranbLrl

(1726-11 44) ambassador. returned ro tlte Net-

herlands

Jean Clrarles Des BORDES (.1144-L7 /rl) Chargc d'afJaircs

Elberr De HOCHEPIED (1141-176i) anrbassador

1.4 Jonarhan Israel, ibid., p.21.

It Jonathan Israel, ibid, pp. 27-8.

t6 Jonachan Israel, ibid, p, 409.

Li Immartuel Wallerssrein, Tltc ilIodtnt World STstcn, (NY: Academic Press,

t91 4), p. 2r2.

18 Halil inalcrk, iltid, p.189.

19 Bretotti wes a sail ship n'ith high Ievel oiboard aod corrld carry 30-40 crn-

l10ns.

H. irralcrk, ibid, p.)66.

Tlre correspoodence betq'een Prince william and tlte Ortoman Empire

n'as carried out secreriy through Nassi.

22 Alexarrder De Grooc, ibid, pp.86-7. According to che recent reserrcltes by

N{ehmet Buluc in Utrecht University on tlte customs and porc registers,

long beiore che Dutclr capiculations were granced, mercltancs in Anrster-

dam were exporrine commercial items oi not onlv tlteir own, but also

fiom Hamburg end other ports to tlte Ortomen ports.

23 Bosschr Erdbrink, '\t the TrcsholrJ aJ' Fclicitv: 0trontatt'Dutch Rc/artorts Dt'
ring the Enbasty o1-Conrclit Calhr.tur ,tr iltcSilline Porr 1726-11, (Ankarl:

TTK Basrmevi, l3r1), p. l.
24 Jorrarlian lutel, tbid, p. 9; .

li Jonatlran IxteI, ibia, p.99.

26 Artr.ts Tltomas, Cunttwariott Dc LH utojre Du Trn:. Dcyuis Qui'l: St F.t"rurr

RcttNs, A. Roven, Cirez lean Bertheiin, lvtDCl-\, pp S50'i.

21 P. J. r\. N Rietrberqen. ibid, p. li
:S Bosscha Erdbrirtk, rL,td', p. ).

l9 Alexlrtder De Groot. tbid, p.'):

,.(J l,ossciir. Ercibrini<. :bt,i,1: 't.

,_r:-:ri I flr'fir_r'

ii.tl;r

?0

?1



t.

l:
ll

)q

35

)6

Akdes Nimet Kurat,'l'iirL-lrtgtliz ,ltiirta.rcbctlcrtnrtt B,tlrangrr vc Gclilntcsr.
(r\rrkara: A U DTCF Vryrnlarr, i,)1]), p. llr;
Akdes Nimer Kur', ibid, p. 20(r.

For detailed i'[ormarion abour rhe issrre of fiag, see Hal rr i'alcrk, imtiya-
zat, EIl, vol. iV, p ll34; Akdes Nimet KLrrar, ibid, p1t 90-l,Miibalrar
Ku rtrko! I Lr, 0 s man / t - I rt gt I iz i\l iinds cbct lcrr, ( Ankara), pt) )g - 4j
29 Safer 1021.
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For more inlbrmarion abouc rlie ceren'ionv orgarrised in rhe court for rlre

rmL,assadcrs, and rhe prorocoi. see: "Tevkti Abdurrahman Pasha Kanun-

namesi", t\lilli linbb/ lar l[cctnttast, p. 5 i l; Miibahar Kirriiko!iu, "XVt.

Yiizyrlda Fevkaiade Elciierrri A!rrlanmasr", Proi. Dr. ismail Ercijment

Krtran'a Arma[rn, (Ank.rrr: I!S9r, pp. 199 | 1 I Ali Ibrahim !a"aq, 'Os

manlr Eigiierinin Resm-i Kabul Prorokolleri", Egc Uniuersinsi Tarih Irtce-

lanclcri Derg*i, voi. Xl, (1996, pp. l l l-24; Mehmer iplirli, "EIqi', fDlz
lslam Aruihlopdisr, vol. I 1, pp. 3-5.

Originalof this capirularions is now kepr in Rijksarchief in Den Haag, in-

vencaris: Scaten Generaal, Secrere Kr-s, 1.01.08, no: l2t%.1 5. Reriesved

1614 and l680 capicularions are in no: 12191.47 and t2593.69. For

rranscribed texc oi l6l2 end i(180 crrpicuhcions see. Aiexarrder De Groo,.

ibid, pp. 231-q(>. Biilenr A,RI,Car$icts Between the Dutch Merchanrt anrl tht

)tramat Laca{ Authorities Arording to "Felerunk Ahidninu Defreri Datul

10911680, uupublished lvlA. Tliesis, Bilkenr University, (lgg6), pp 48-

62; Hans Theunissen has made an analysis of both 3 capirularions io; tcn

Diplonarie&e Analyse uan de Ahdnanz, Ph.D Thesis, Utrechr Universicy,

( 1984),

Halil inalcrk, An :Economic and Socia/ History of tbe \ttonan Enpire , p.)84.

a'.j Ilerr Slot, 'Dr dipiomatiekr btrekkinger) russerr Nr.rierlancl ep lrer (Jsma-

rnse R t1k" , 'toltLtp & T rrrLonttrttc, (Amsrerclam: De Baca;rfscire Leerrn,,

1989), p l0 /
1a Directeuren van derr Levarrrscherr Handel en de Navipacie op de tvfiddel_

landsche Zee.

4I Bosscha Erdbrink, ibid, p.10.

42 Alexander De Grooc, "The organisacion oiwesc European rr,rde in rhe Le-

vant, I t00 1300 Compantcs and Trtdt, (Leiden, l98l i, p : l;
4) Aiexander De Groor; ibici, tpp.2)i -8

14 Alexander De Groor, Thc )ttoman Emptrc and Thc Dttch Reonbltc, p 215

.11 Firsr Ducch consulares: Aieppo, Alexarrdrietra, Livornc, Scio ( l6 I l), Ler_

rraca, Andro, jvtilo tr{orea (l6ll), izmir, Venice (lblr), Gerioa (l6li), Al-
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Alexander De Groot, ibid, p.226.
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'5 Apr:il 1667.

Among che gifcs broughr by Coiyer, rhere were aglobe, and an Aclas lvfa-
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4 R.ervel 107!.

The third Dutch capiruiations, dared Evail-r Ramazan I09ll 25 Sepc.-i

Oct l6BC.

Alexander De Grooc, ibid, p.228.

,:t
at
,q.l

il
:{.t
I
:

.!

-J

l8

:a

":'i'+!,:i !:',::,ii


